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THE TWO KINGDOMS

THE BC YEARS-AN OVERVIEW

Since the time of the creation of the Christian calendar, many scholars have come up with several different dates for the birth of Christ, that run anywhere from 2 BC to 12 BC or earlier. However for this study we will use the date as originally given to make the BC dates relate in the literal sense of the word. For instance, the year of His birth is actually as it was given, thus making 7 years before His birth 7 BC, which literally means 7 years Before Christ. Thus is you prefer an earlier date for Jesus' birth, say 4 BC, you only need to add 4 to the date I will give making it 11 BC. In this way, you may adapt the BC years to whatever birth date you prefer. The years of the Old Testament events are given clearly in the Bible if you use the original Hebrew texts. The Greek texts of the Old Testament have so tampered with these years that they have destroyed the delicate balance needed to facilitate this study. Thus the Hebrew Massoretic text, as it is commonly found in the Authorized King James Bible will be the source for this study. Using the years thus given, the dates and years around which this study will be built are as follows:

the creation of the universe-Abib 1, 4000 BC

the seed of the woman-1,656 years

the flood of Noah-Zif 17, 2344 BC

the sons of Noah-857 years

the exodus of Israel-Abib 14, 1487 BC

the judges of Israel-479 years

the building of the temple-Zif 2, 1008 BC

the kings of Israel-426 years

the destruction of the temple-Tammuz 9, 582 BC

the captivity of Israel-70 years

the proclamation of Cyrus-Ethanim 1, 512 BC

the times of the Gentiles-512 years

the coming of the Christ-AD 1

 

 

 

THE TWO KINGDOMS

THE CREATION OF THE UNIVERSE-ABIB 1, 4000 BC

And I saw another angel fly in the midst of heaven having the everlasting gospel to preach unto them that dwell on the earth, and to every nation, and kindred, and tongue, and people, saying with a loud voice, Fear God, and give glory to him that made heaven, and earth, and the sea, and the fountains of water.- Revelation 14:6-7

Here, in the midst of the great tribulation, the worst period of time in all of human history, God sends forth an angel to preach to men the everlasting gospel. When we usually think of the gospel, we think of Jesus dying for our sins. Here however is the everlasting gospel. We are to give glory to the God who made the heavens, the earth, and the sea. The God of the bible is, first of all, the god of creation, and to deny the literal truth of the first three chapters of the book of Genesis is the deny the word of God. It doesn't matter what any man might try to teach to the contrary. The story of the creation begins in....

In the beginning God created the heaven and the earth. - Genesis 1:1


The Hebrew word for God is elohim. There is only one true God in the bible. A mystery that confused all of the ancient Old Testament scholars was the word elohim because it is not singular but plural. The same mystery is evidenced in....

Go to, let us go down, and there confound their language, that they may not understand one another's speech.- Genesis 11:7

Notice that the Bible says us when speaking of God. You see these types of verses quite a few times in the Old Testament.

And the earth was without form, and void; and darkness was upon the face of the deep, and the spirit of god moved upon the waters. - Genesis 1:2

For centuries men laughed at the God who wrote those words. The basic building block of the universe is not water, but hydrogen, the simplest of all atoms. In 1766 Dr. Henry Cavendish discovered the element, hydrogen. He found it by experimenting with the most common form of hydrogen found in nature, water. In fact for many years before, men had called it by its earlier name. It was called simply the water element. It is indeed a wondrous God who can take the most profound truths, and put them in simple terms so that common folk like you and I can understand. God called it water over 4,000 years before men would be able to figure out what it actually was. So here we see the first thing that God created. He created hydrogen, the basic building block of all matter.

and God said, let there be light: and there was light. And God saw the light, that it was good: and God divided the light from the darkness.- Genesis 1:3-4


Light is the most basic form of what we today call energy.  Here then we have the two main ingredients of our universe, matter and energy, as any proper science book will tell you.  Sir Isaac Newton first discovered this fact. However it was not until the time of Albert Einstein that modern man would discover the third ingredient. We still need one more item to make our creation recipe complete, so that we can begin to create the universe as we know it.

and God called the light day, and the darkness he called night, and the evening and the morning were the first day. - Genesis 1:5

Now God has created the third and final building block by which our universe began. He created time. So now we have matter, energy, and time; from which all the rest of our universe will spring. No scientist could describe it better or simpler than it is put in the first five verses of Genesis.

The first question we always run into here is how long were the days of creation? Evolutionists would have you believe that each day was a billion years long, but what does the word of God say? In the scriptures the word day can mean any one of four different things. One of these terms appears in....

Jesus answered, are there not twelve hours in the day? If any man walk in the day, he stumbleth not, because he seeth the light of the world. But if a man walk in the night, he stumbleth, because there is no light in him.- John 11:9-10

This is the word day as we most commonly think of it. It is the twelve hours when the sun is shining. The next definition for day is found in....

and it came to pass, when Jesus had finished all these sayings, he said unto his disciples, ye know that after two days is the feast of the passover, and the Son of man is betrayed to be crucified.- Matthew 26:1-2

Here we see what we call a literal day consisting of a period of twenty-four hours. You see the word day used in one of these two ways at least 90% of the time that it appears in the Holy Scriptures. The rest of the times that the word day is used is in a symbolic fashion, as in.... 

And your children shall wander in the wilderness forty years, and bear your whoredoms, until your carcases be wasted in the wilderness. After the number of the days in which ye searched the land, even forty days, each day for a year, shall ye bear your iniquities, even forty years, and ye shall know my breach of promise.-Numbers 14:33-34

This is the least used of all the terms for day. This day is a symbol for one year. This is only used in a few Old Testament prophecies, and that's all. In almost all other places where day is used as a symbol in prophecy it has the meaning found in....

But, beloved, be not ignorant of this one thing, that one day is with the Lord as a thousand years, and a thousand years as one day.-II Peter 3:8

This is a direct reference to the day of the Lord, a prominent Old Testament topic. Here we have a day that represents 1,000 years. So which one of these days are the days of creation? To determine that we just need to look at all the references to day in Genesis 1. This would include verse 5, 8, 12, 19, 23, 31. 

God is giving us a very clear message through all of these verses. The day of creation had an evening and a morning, or what we would call a literal, twenty-four hour day. Let no one deceive you on this. A sizable portion of the first chapter of Genesis is devoted to stating repeatedly this most important truth. Whenever you read any Bible passage, God makes it very clear as to what is the most important part. He simply repeats it over and over again as any good teacher would do. Here He says six times that the days of creation are six literal, twenty-four hour days, and anyone who would say that God is wrong here should simply hang their heads in shame.

and God said, let there be a firmament in the midst of the waters, and let it divide the waters from the waters. And God made the firmament, and divided the waters which were under the firmament from the waters which were above the firmament: and it was so. And God called the firmament heaven. And the evening and the morning were the second day.- Genesis 1:6-8

Firmament as used in these verses means the atmosphere and all that is above it, as noted in verses 14 and 20. The word firmament means to expand our atmosphere simply expanded like a balloon around the surface of the earth, and divided the waters so that there was a water canopy above it and water beneath it.

and God said, let the waters under the heaven be gathered together unto one place, and let the dry land appear: and it was so. And God called the dry land earth: and the gathering together of the waters called he seas: and God saw that it was good. And God said, let the earth bring forth grass, the herb yielding seed, and the fruit tree yielding fruit after his kind, whose seed is in itself, upon the earth: and it was so. And the earth brought forth grass, and herb yielding seed after his kind, and the tree yielding fruit, whose seed was in itself, after his kind: and God saw that is was good. And the evening and the morning were the third day.- Genesis 1:9-13

The water beneath the atmosphere becomes what we know as the oceans, and for the first time dry land appears. God causes the earth to produce all the plant life that we see around us today. Also notice that god here begins to catalog life as soon as he creates it. He divides life up into distinct groups called kinds. A kind is any living thing that can mate with another and produce offspring.

and God said, let there be lights in the firmament of the heaven to divide the day from the night, and let them be for signs, and for seasons, and for days, and years. And let them be for lights in the firmament of the heaven to give light upon the earth: and it was so. And God made two great light; the greater light to rule the day, and the lesser light to rule the night: he made the stars also. And god set them in the firmament of the heaven to give light upon the earth, and to rule over the day and over the night, and to divide the light from the darkness: and God saw that it was good. And the evening and the morning were the fourth day.- Genesis 1:14-19

Here God creates the sun, moon, and stars. One theory that people try to use to prove that the earth is billions of years old is called the day-age theory. One version of this theory says that the creation days were twenty-four hour days, but then a long period of time would pass between each of the days of creation. However notice that the plants were made on the third day, and that the sun is not created until the fourth day. If a billion years, or even one year, passed between the time the plants were made and the sun was made, then all plant life would have died out long before the sun started shining. Here we have yet another proof that the entire creation took place in one literal six-day period.

and God said, let the waters bring forth abundantly the moving creature that hath life, and fowl that may fly above the earth in the open firmament of heaven. And God created great whales, and every living creature that moveth, which the waters brought forth abundantly, after their kind, and every winged fowl after his kind: and God saw that it was good. And God blessed them, saying, be fruitful, and multiply, and fill the waters in the seas, and let fowl multiply in the earth. And the evening and the morning were the fifth day.-Genesis 1:20-23

Now the birds and all marine life appears. Here we also see the whales mentioned. One thing that unbelievers use on Christians concerns the story of Jonah and the whale. One of the verses always mentioned in this controversy is....

Now the Lord had prepared a great fish to swallow up Jonah. And Jonah was in the belly of the fish three days and three nights. - Jonah 1:17

Here God says a great fish swallowed Jonah. Now the next verse that is always sighted is Jesus speaking in....

for as Jonas was three days and three nights in the whale's belly; so shall the Son of man be three days and three nights in the heart of the earth.-Matthew 12:40

Here God says that a whale swallowed Jonah. At this point the unbeliever always smiles and says, "Everyone knows that a whale is not a fish.", To the Christian's embarrassment. Next time, instead of turning red, respond with something like, "Who was it that told you that a whale is not a fish?". Today the scientific community says that a fish is a certain thing, and that a whale does not fit the definition. The scientific charts, which are always sighted for this, were all made less than two hundred years ago. God, who made them both, says that a whale is a fish nearly two thousand years ago. God can classify animals any way he wishes to. He's God. He made them. It is man who can along later, after the fact, and changed the terms so that they won't fit together any more. Do we believe God or men? If God says a whale is a fish, by His definition, then it is incumbent on man to change their charts, not for God to change His word.

and God said, let the earth bring forth the living creature after his kind, cattle, and creeping thing, and beast of the earth after his kind: and it was so. And God made the beast of the earth after his kind, and cattle after their kind, and every thing that creepeth upon the earth after his kind: and God saw that is was good. And god said, let us make man in our image, after our likeness: and let them have dominion over the fish of the sea, and over the fowl of the air, and over the cattle, and over all the earth, and over every creeping thing that creepeth upon the earth. So God created man in his own image, in the image of God created he him; male and female created he them.- Genesis 1:24-27


Notice that God again says that all things reproduce after their own kind. For all the ingenuity of science, man still can't make a dog mate with a cat and produce offspring. God only knows what we's have in the world today if man had. God has three major classifications for land animals; cattle, creeping things, and beasts of the earth. Also here again we see the mystery of the godhead when God says, 'let us make man in our image'. Man is given dominion. This means that Adam was the ruler of the entire earth. I am sad to say that things didn't stay that way very long.

and God blessed them, and god said unto them, be fruitful, and multiply, and replenish the earth, and subdue; and have dominion over the fish of the sea, and over the fowl of the air, and over every living thing that moveth upon the earth. And God said, behold, I have given you every herb bearing seed, which is upon the face of all the earth, and every tree, in the which is the fruit of a tree yielding seed; to you it shall be for meat. And to every beast of the earth, and to every fowl of the air, and to every thing that creepeth upon the earth, wherein there is life. I have given every green herb for meat: and it was so. And God saw every thing that he had made, and, behold, it was very good. - Genesis 1:28-31

And the evening and the morning were the sixth day. Two very important facts are given here. First God said for man to replenish the earth. Many people feel that this means there was a pre-adamic race of men, because the word replenish, as we commonly use it today, means to fill something up again. However in the truest sense of the word replenish simply means to fill up. You can check this fact out in any dictionary. You see, the trouble with our understanding of the Bible is not that we don't understand Hebrew or Greek, but that we don't, for the most part, understand English. This is to be expected in a day when many high school graduates cannot even read their diplomas. 


The second point I wish to make here is that man and all other living creatures were vegetarians. Before the flood of Noah, all living creatures ate plants. All those old movies about dinosaurs eating each other are simply fairy stories. We really don't know what they ate for a very good reason. No ever watched them eat. God says here that they all ate plants and that's good enough for me. In fact, during World War II, a startling fact was uncovered. Most of the zoos in Europe ran out of meat due to the war. In desperation, zookeepers fed the lions and tigers cabbages, hay, and anything else they could to keep the animals alive and guess what? Those big carnivores existed for months, and in some cases for years, on vegetables. God's word says that they will live like that again some day, by the way.

Thus the heavens and the earth were finished, and all the host of them. And on the seventh day God ended his work which he had made, and he rested on the seventh day from all the work which he had made. And god blessed the seventh day, and sanctified it: because that in it he had rested from all his work which God created and made.- Genesis 2:1-3


Here is a most important truth that we as Christians often overlook. God rested, not because He was tired, but because He was finished. He also rested on the seventh day as an example to us. God created man to work six days and rest one. If we ignore this basic rule of life, I promise you, we'll live to regret it.  This is one reason why we hear of so many people that get rich, then have nervous breakdowns and heart attacks. They ignored this important principle.

These are the generations of the heavens and of the earth when they were created, in the day that the Lord God made the earth and the heavens, and every plant of the field before it was in the earth, and every herb of the field before it grew: for the Lord God had not caused it to rain upon the earth, and there was not a man to till the ground. But there went up a mist from the earth, and watered the whole face of the ground. And the Lord God formed man of the dust of the ground, and breathed into his nostrils the breath of life; and man became a living soul.- Genesis 2:4-7

God is the greatest teacher of all time, and the Bible is the greatest textbook. God shows us something, then He'll patiently go back to fill us in on important details we might have missed the first time. You see this phenomena all through the Bible. For instance the most important story of all time is the story of Jesus. God tells us this story, then goes back not once but three times, to be sure that we get the point. We call this the four gospels; Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John. You will also see this principle at work in Genesis, usually when you see the word generations.

Notice here also that it doesn't rain but a mist waters the ground daily. It stays this way for over 16 centuries until the great flood of Noah comes. That's one reason that no one believed Noah's warning above the flood. They had never seen it rain upon the earth.

While man's body is formed of the earth, it is not until God breathes the spirit into him that man really became a human being. We have a body, soul, and a spirit. We did not come from monkeys, frogs, or some little one-celled animals. We came from God. While Charles Darwin may have believed that idea at one time, I can promise you that he does not believe that theory today, wherever he may be.

And the Lord planted a garden eastward in Eden; and there he put the man whom he had formed. And out of the ground made the Lord God to grow every tree that is pleasant to the sight, and good for food; the tree of life also in the midst of the garden, and the tree of knowledge of good and evil. And a river went out of Eden to water the garden; and from thence it was parted, and became into four heads. The name of the first is Pison; that is it which compasseth the whole land of Havilah, where there is gold; and the gold of that land is good; there is bdellium and the onyx stone. And the name of the second river is Gihon; the same is it that compasseth the whole land of Ethiopia. And the name of the third river is Hiddekel; that is it which goeth toward the east of Assyria; and the fourth river is Euphrates. - Genesis 2:8-14

Here is an exact description of the original location of the Garden of Eden. Did you ever wonder what became of the Garden of Eden? If you notice, the tree of life is in the midst of the garden. Take your Bible and run all the references on Eden, the tree of life, and paradise. You'll be amazed at what God's word has to say about this. Try it for yourself and find out. 

and the Lord God took the man, and put him into the Garden of Eden to dress it and to keep it. And the Lord God commanded the man, saying, of every tree of the garden thou mayest freely eat; but of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, thou shalt not eat of it; for in the day that thou eatest thereof thou shalt surely die.- Genesis 2:15-17

Question. Where is Eve while this is going on? If you look ahead to verse 21, you'll see that she's not created yet. This fact will become very important later on.

and the Lord God said, it is not good that the man should be alone; I will make him an help meet for him. And out of the ground the lord god formed every beast of the field, and every fowl of the air; and brought them unto Adam to see what he would call them; and whatsoever Adam called every living creature, that was the name thereof. And Adam gave names to all cattle, and to the fowl of the air, and every beast of the field; but for Adam there was not found an help meet for him. And the Lord God caused a deep sleep to fall upon adam, and he slept; and he took one of his ribs, and closed up the flesh instead thereof; and the rib, which the Lord God had taken from man, made he a woman, and brought her unto the man.- Genesis 2:18-22

Adam was a miraculous man. The day he enter the world, he can not only speak, but he is able to correctly give names to every kind of animal in the world. Also notice that God tells us something else very important about the way that man is made. It is not good for us to be alone. There are many cases of people who have been isolated for long periods of time and have lost their minds. God knew this. He made us that way for a reason.

Now God performs the first surgery. He puts Adam to sleep, and removes a rib. Did you ever wonder how many poor souls would have been save from needless pain and death, if doctors had realized this simple fact sooner. Put the patient to sleep before you operate on him. Then God made a woman from the rib. Again educated men laughed about this for hundreds of years. 

What a ridiculous story. Making a person from a rib? It is just within the last few years that science has discovered that this process is indeed true. We just weren't smart enough to know it yet. Today that process is called cloning.

and Adam said, this is now bone of my bones, and flesh of my flesh: she shall be called woman, because she was taken out of man, therefore shall a man leave his father and his mother, and shall cleave unto his wife; and they shall be one flesh. And they were both naked, the man and his wife, and were not ashamed.- Genesis 2:23-25

Please take careful note. It says one man and one woman. Two shall be one, not three or more. Also take note of the fact that it is Adam and Eve, not Adam and Steve. One man was meant to marry one woman and anything else is sin in God's eyes.

Now the serpent was more subtle than any beast of the field which the Lord God had made. And he said unto the woman, yea, hath God said, ye shall not eat of every tree of the garden? And the woman said unto the serpent, we may eat of the fruit of the trees of the garden: but the fruit of the tree which is in the midst of the garden, god hath said, ye shall not eat of it, neither shall ye touch it, lest ye die. And the serpent said unto the woman, ye shall not surely die: for God doth know that in the day ye eat thereof, then your eyes shall be opened, and ye shall be as gods, knowing good and evil.- Genesis 3:1-5

God has a plan for man. It was and is a glorious plan. Leave it to the old devil to come along and try to ruin everything. He's done this to each and every one of us at one time or another. Here he comes to muck up things for Adam and Eve. Satan brings Eve three lies. Take careful note of these lies. Never forget them. These lies will later come to be the basis for every false religion in the world today. 

The first is 'Yea, hath God said?'. Satan did not come to Eve and say there was no God. That wouldn't work. Satan didn't even come to Eve saying he was God. Eve knew better than that. For Satan to destroy Eve's faith in God, he must destroy her faith in God's word. Satan is still in that same business today. The second lie is 'ye shall not surely die.'. The one thing that Satan is most frightened of is hell and the final judgment. 

Every false religion has some other fate for their believers, either oblivion or reincarnation. For Satan's plan to work he must destroy your faith in the fact that it is given man once to die and then the judgment. For Satan any lie would be better than this eternal truth. He fears it terribly.

The third lie is 'ye shall be as gods.'. This is the lie that got Satan kicked out of heaven in the first place. Satan's entire master plan is wrapped around the fact that he really believes that someday, somehow he will finally defeat the forces of heaven and become God himself. Now he is using this same lie on Eve. 

If you'll look closely at Eve's responses to these lies, you can begin to see where she got into trouble. She recites what God has said, but then she adds the phrase 'or touch it'. God had commanded Adam to not eat it only. At that point in time,

Eve had not even been created yet. Thus we come to a very important question. Who told Eve not to touch it? Was it Adam? Or did Eve make this up herself? We don't know, but for whatever reason Eve has made a fatal mistake. She has added to the word of god. Now remember Eve is sincere. She means well, but she has added to God's word and that has gotten her into trouble. Whole groups of people are still falling into this same trap today. They are sincere, they may mean well. In some cases, they may even think that they are doing God a great service, but adding to God's word has always, and will always get you into trouble.

And when the woman saw that the tree was good for food, and that it was pleasant to the eyes, and a tree to be desired to make one wise, she took of the fruit thereof, and did eat, and gave also unto her husband with her: and he did eat.- Genesis 3:6

Now that Satan has found an opening in eve's defenses, he uses his famous one-two-three punch to finish Eve off. Satan tries to use this same attack on Jesus in the temptation in the wilderness, but Jesus is ready for him and only answers with God's word, correctly applying it and thus warding off Satan's fatal three way attack. This attack is given in detail in....

For all that is in the world, the lust of the flesh, and the lust of the eye, and the pride of life, is not of the father, but is of the world.- I John 2:16

Notice the progression revealed here. First is the lust of the flesh. Eve sees the tree is good for food. Next is the lust of the eye. She sees it is pleasant to the eyes. Now Satan delivers his fatal blow, the pride of life. Eve sees that it is desired to make one wise. Eve takes the fatal bait. So does Adam. The rulers of the earth are defeated. Now if I beat the champion in any arena of life, I would then become the new champion. Satan has beaten the rulers of the earth. Thus he is now the new ruler of the earth. Jesus Himself will later state this fact in the New Testament.

And they eyes of them both were opened, and they knew that they were naked; and they sewed fig leaves together, and made themselves aprons.- Genesis 3:7


Adam and Eve immediately have fallen natures. They have sinned, and now they are what we would call lost or accountable for their sins. Their innocence is gone, and they try to cover their nakedness with the works of their hands, aprons they make from fig leaves. We have already spoken of the three lies of all false religions. This is the fourth false doctrine of the system that god will later call Mystery Babylon. All false religions devise some system of works and rituals to pay for people's sins. God rejects all of men's attempts to cover their own sins. Only the blood of Jesus can truly do that.

and they heard the voice of the Lord God walking in the garden in the cool of the day: and Adam and his wife hid themselves from the presence of the Lord God amongst the trees of the garden. And the Lord God called unto Adam, and said unto him, where art thou? And he said, I heard thy voice in the garden, and I was afraid, because I was naked; and I hid myself. And he said, who told thee that thou wast naked? Hast thou eaten of the tree whereof I commanded thee that thou shouldest not eat? And the man said, the woman whom thou gavest to be with me, she gave me of the tree, and I did eat. And the Lord God said unto the woman, what is this that thou hast done? And the woman said, the serpent beguiled me, and I did eat.- Genesis 3:8-13

Now Adam and Eve first action after realizing they have sinned is to try to hide from God. Do you remember the last time you tried to hide from God? It's kind of hard to hide from someone who is everyplace at once, but we still all try, don't we?

God calls out to them, and at first Adam is honest. He's too scared not to be honest. Any lost person is afraid in the presence of God. They have a right to be. However, God questions Adam further he starts to lie. He is blaming the woman, God, anybody else for the fix he's in. Eve is blaming the serpent. There is even a term in psychology for it. It is called projection. Every lost soul does this too, until they realize that their sin is their own fault. A lost man must get to the point that he realizes his sin is his own fault before he can ever be saved.

And the Lord God said unto the serpent, because thou hast done this, thou art cursed above all cattle, and above every beast of the field; upon thy belly shalt thou go, and dust shalt thou eat all the days of thy life: and I will put enmity between thee and the woman, and between thy seed and her seed; it shall bruise thy head, and thou shalt bruise his heel. Unto the woman he said, I will greatly multiply thy sorrow and thy conception; in sorrow thou shalt bring forth children; and thy desire shall be to thy husband, and he shall rule over thee. And unto Adam he said, because thou hast hearkened unto the voice of thy wife, and hast eaten of the tree, of which I commanded thee, saying, thou shalt not eat of it: cursed is the ground for thy sake; in sorrow shalt thou eat of it all the days of thy life; thorns also and thistles shall it bring forth to thee; and thou shalt eat the herb of the field: in the sweat of thy face shalt thou eat bread, till thou return unto the ground; for out of it wast thou taken: for dust thou art, and unto dust shalt thou return.- Genesis 14-19

Now God speaks. First he puts a curse on the serpent. It is important to note that with God's first curse comes the first blessing. Verse 15 is the first prophetic verse in the Bible and it concerns Jesus. As you read through the Old Testament you will see this blessing passed from father to son, from generation to generation.

To Eve is given labor in conception. To Adam is given physical labor for survival. The earth is also cursed, and at this point, everything in the worlds begins to die, and we have been doing that ever since.

and Adam called his wife's name Eve; because she was the mother of all living.- Genesis 3:20

This is a very important verse also. You have some people today who believe that there were other people whom God had created in addition to Adam and Eve. This is called the pre-adamic race theory. The Bible says very clearly here that Eve is the mother of all living. So here we can see that God's word puts an end to the pre-adamic race theory.

Unto Adam also and to his wife did the Lord God make coats of skins, and clothed them. - Genesis 3:21

God made Adam and Eve coats of skin for two reasons. First the aprons were not sufficient to cover their nakedness. Think about it a minute. Even Tarzan wore two aprons to cover himself, one in the front and one in the back. They're only wearing one. Secondly fig leaves don't bleed. The wages of sin is death, and plants don't die like we do. Christ had not yet come to die so something else had to die. Where did the coats of skins come from anyway? An animal sacrifice takes place here. This is the very first death recorded in the Bible. Remember that God had said that they would die. These animal sacrifices would continue throughout the Old Testament period until the ultimate sacrifice would come, Jesus Christ.

and the Lord God said, behold, the man is become as one of us, to know good and evil: and now, lest he put forth his hand, and take also of the tree of life, and eat, and live for ever: therefore the Lord God sent him forth from the garden of Eden, to till the ground from whence he was taken. So he drove out the man; and he placed at the east of the garden of Eden cherubim, and a flaming sword which turned every way, to keep the way of the tree of life.- Genesis 3:22-24

It is very important to see here that God's reason for putting man out of the garden is not punishment. He does it to keep us from the same fate as Satan. If we had eaten of the tree of life at this point in time, we would have been evil forever. He will not allow us access to that tree again until this sin problem is resolved, when there is a new heaven and a new earth where sin is eternally done away with.

So now we see how the earth began and how mankind fell into sin. One question still remain however. How long ago did all of this happen? Many student of the Holy Scriptures have carefully counted out the years as given in the Old Testament and, for the most part, have all arrived at the same conclusion. From the creation of the world until the birth of Jesus Christ is exactly 4,000 years. While it takes some time to do this, I would advise any serious student of god's word to do this. With a handful of scriptures and a few hours it is not that hard to add up the figures needed to show this. I have done it myself, and the experience has greatly increased my understanding of the Bible, and if I can do it, I know that just about anybody can. The Bible doesn't stop at the year however. God is much more precise than that. The month of the creation is given in....

In the fourteenth day of the first month at even is the Lord's passover.- Leviticus 23:5

The first month of creation is the same month as the Passover. God gives us the name of this month in....

Observe the month of Abib and keep the passover unto the Lord thy God: for in the month of Abib the Lord thy God brought thee forth out of Egypt by night.- Deuteronomy 16:1

So the creation of the universe occurred in the month of Abib, which occurs in the spring of the year, around the month of April; a most appropriate time of the year, don't you think? We have already seen that creation began on the first day. It also said that the day began with an evening. The Jews still reckon time that way today, and their day begins around 6:00 pm. Using this information, we can get the exact time for the beginning of God's creation. It was around 6:00 pm on the day of Abib 1, in the year of 4000 BC. As you can see, God tells us when the world began, down to the day and the hour, and a God who can do that is a God that is worthy of our worship, or as it says in....

thou art worthy, o Lord, to receive glory and honour and power: for thou has created all things, and for thy pleasure they are and were created.- Revelation 4:11

 

 

THE TWO KINGDOMS

THE SEED OF THE WOMAN-4000 BC to 2344 BC

and the LORD God said, Behold, the man is become as one of us, to know good and evil: and now, lest he put forth his hand, and take also of the tree of life, and eat, and live forever: Therefore the LORD God sent him forth from the garden of Eden, to till the ground from whence he was taken. So he drove out the man; and he placed at the east of the garden of Eden Cherubims, and a flaming sword which turned every way, to keep the way of the tree of life. And Adam knew Eve his wife; and she conceived, and bare Cain, and said, I have gotten a man from the LORD.- Genesis 3:22-41


Here is recorded the fall of man and the first human birth in history. This must have seemed quite a miracle to Adam and Eve. It was doubly important to them because of the promise that God had made to them before He drove them out of the garden. This promise is given in....

And I will put enmity between thee and the woman, and between thy seed and her seed; it shall bruise thy head, and thou shalt bruise his heel.- Genesis 3:15


Adam and Eve must have wondered if this was the man that God had spoken of. More importantly, Satan must have thought so too, and he began to act on this thought. If Cain was to be man's redeemer, then Satan had to destroy him. We will see in time how Satan begins to corrupt Cain so that the devil would win the battle for the souls of men. After Satan had committed himself to this plan, however, another event takes place that must have been very confusing for the devil....

And she again bare his brother Abel. And Abel was a keeper of sheep, but Cain was a tiller of the ground.- Genesis 4:2


Now there are two boys. Could Satan be wrong with his first assumption? Could the younger boy, Abel, be his real enemy? Satan is already committed to the corruption of Cain, but what about this other son?

Please take note that Cain is a farmer, and Abel is a shepherd. All creatures before the flood ate plants, so being a farmer would make perfect sense, but why be a shepherd? One reason would be to make clothes, but a much more important reason is given in....

And in the process of time it came to pass, that Cain brought of the fruit of the ground an offering unto the LORD. And Abel, he also brought of the firstlings of his flock, and of the fat thereof. And the LORD had respect unto Abel and to his offering: But unto Cain and to his offering he had not respect. And Cain was wroth, and his countenance fell.- Genesis 4:3-5

Here we see that God has already introduced the sacrifice system to man. Although the written laws concerning sacrifices would not be written down until the time of Moses, almost 2,500 years later, God has already begun the system that would point forward to the coming of His only begotten Son. While Abel brings a lamb, Cain brings plants to his altar. Did you ever wonder why Cain's sacrifice was rejected? It's not hard to understand if we look back at....

Unto Adam also and to his wife did the LORD God make coats of skin, and clothed them.- Genesis 3:21

Adam and Eve had tried to cover their nakedness with fig leaves, but God rejected those coverings. There is an important reason for this. God was teaching them an important principle that we see throughout the rest of the Bible. This principle is given in ....

And almost all things are by the law purged with blood; and without shedding of blood is no remission.- Hebrews 9:22


Now Abel knows God's plan. He learned it from his father Adam. He brings a lamb. Therefore Cain knows God's plan also, but he brings plants, and plants don't bleed! You see, Cain's work was raising plants, and that's what he presents to God to cover his sins. He presents the works of his hands. This is why God does not honor Cain's sacrifice. Every false religion in the world today has some form of works by which they feel they will get to heaven. God will not honor their works either. Just as in Genesis 3 we are shown the first 3 laws of Mystery Babylon. Here, in chapter 4, we are shown the 4th law.

The rest of the Old Testament will be concerned with the rivalry between God's true worship and the false religions of the world. The animal sacrifice system will continue until the ultimate sacrifice comes. This is the one that all the animal sacrifices of the Old Testament pointed to. John the Baptist says it best in....

The next day John seeth Jesus coming unto him, and saith, Behold the Lamb of God, which taketh away the sin of the world!- John 1:29

And the LORD said unto Cain, Why art thou wroth? And why is thy countenance fallen? If thou doest well, shalt thou not be accepted? And if thou doest not well, sin lieth at the door. And unto thee shall be his desire, and thou shall rule over him.- Genesis 4:6-7

God talks plain to Cain. He knows what Satan's up to, and Cain is fulfilling Satan's desire. God explains to Cain that if he will do well, he can still rule over Satan, with God's help. God still tells us that today. Too bad we don't listen to Him any more than we do. Cain doesn't answer God. He just hangs his head, and walks away. You can plainly see where his heart is in the very next verse.

And Cain talked with Abel his brother: and it came to pass, when they were in the field, that Cain rose up against Abel his brother, and slew him.- Genesis 4:8

Keep in mind here that Abel was not simply killed because of his righteous actions. That is just the excuse that Satan used on Cain to get him to do it. The real reason that Abel was killed is because Satan was trying to destroy the seed promised by God. All through the Old Testament, Satan is trying his best to stamp out the seed, man's only chance at salvation. Abel was killed because Satan is really trying to kill the Messiah. Noah, Abraham, Jacob, Joseph, etc. are constantly being attacked by Satan as he tries to destroy Christ before He was even born. Later on we'll take a look at the lineage of the seed, also called the blessing, as it existed before the flood.

Genesis 4:9-12

And the LORD said unto Cain, Where is Abel thy brother? And he said, I know not: Am I my brother's keeper? And He said, What hast thou done? The voice of thy brother's blood crieth unto me from the ground. And now are thou cursed from the earth, which hath opened her mouth to receive thy brother's blood from thy hand: When thou tillest the ground, it shall not henceforth yield unto thee her strength; a fugitive and a vagabond shalt thou be in the earth.

Once again God confronts Cain. He starts with a question. Now let's make this very clear. God knows exactly where Abel is. The only reason that He is asking this question is to give Cain a chance to admit his sin and repent. Cain decides to do a very stupid thing. He tries to lie to an all-knowing God. Have you ever tried doing that when God caught you in something wrong. It's downright stupid to try to lie to an all-knowing God, but we still do it anyway. Now the walls are down. God has given Cain a chance to repent, but he tries to lie out of it instead. So now God passes judgment. You have to admit, if you are a farmer, and God curses the ground you are standing on, you're in big trouble!

Genesis 4:13-15

And Cain said unto the LORD, My punishment is greater than I can bear. Behold, thou hast driven me out this day from the face of the earth; and from thy face shall I be hid; and I shall be a fugitive and a vagabond in the earth; and it shall come to pass, that every one that findeth me shall slay me. And the LORD set a mark upon Cain lest any finding him should kill him.

Cain is sorry, but not because he has killed Abel. He is sorry because he is caught, and he tries to tell God that He is being too hard on him. What audacity! There he stands with the blood of his own brother on his hands, complaining to God for the treatment he is receiving. It's truly a great sign of God's mercy that He didn't strike Cain dead on the spot!

Genesis 4:16-17

And Cain went out from the presence of the LORD, and dwelt in the land of Nod, on the east of Eden. And Cain knew his wife; and she conceived, and bare Enoch, and he builded a city, and called the name of the city, after the name of his son, Enoch.

When Eve named Cain, a man from the LORD, she sure named him right. He runs from the LORD all the rest of his days. In Genesis 4:16-17, it says that Cain knew his wife. Many people wonder where Cain's wife came from. I actually grew up reading this text all wrong. I used to think that it meant that Cain went to Nod and met this woman and they had kids. The scripture said he "knew" her. That's the same as in Genesis 4:1 when Adam knew Eve. It doesn't mean that Adam met her. They already knew each other in that sense of the word. Genesis 4:1 states that they had sexual relations, and Eve had a baby. It means the same thing with Cain here also. Who was Cain's wife? She must have been one of his kinfolk that had descended rom Adam and Eve, of course.

It is also interested to note in these verses that Cain built a city. One generation from Adam and cities are being built. That's quite a different story from evolutionists saying that we lived in caves for millions of years, ain't it! Lots of wicked people built cities in the Bible. Then they had wicked cities. That's still true today. If you don't believe me, then go down to New York or San Francisco and see for yourself.

Genesis 4:18-22

And unto Enoch was born Irad, and Irad begat Mehujael; and Mehujael begat Methusael; and Methusael begat Lemech. And Lamech took unto himself two wives: the name of the one was Adah and the name of the other Zillah. And Adah bare Jabal, he was the father of such as dwell in tents, and of such as have cattle. And his brother's name was Jubal: he was the father of all such as handle the harp and organ. And Zillah, she also bare Tubal-Cain an instructor of every artificer in brass and iron: and the sister of Tubal-Cain was Naamah.

Lamech is given more time than anyone else in this group. This is to show how evil Cain's clan is becoming. Lamech is the first person recorded in the Authorized King James Bible as having two wives. He is the first adulterer. Today we would call him a bigamist, but that's not what God calls it. Lamech's sons are very intelligent, but a man being smarter does not necessarily make him a better person. You can educate a sinner, but all you'll get is an educated sinner, and that's more dangerous than what you started out with. Also notice that none of the people in this lineage have their death recorded in scripture. There is a very good reason for that which we will discuss later on. As we have already seen, Lamech is evil and things just continue to get worse.

Genesis 4:23-24

And Lamech said unto his wives, Adah and Zillah, Hear my voice; ye wives of Lamech, hearken unto my speech: for I have slain a man to my wounding, and a young man to my hurt. If Cain shall be avenged sevenfold, truly Lamech seventy and sevenfold.

What a guy! It's not bad enough that he is an adulterer. Now he goes out and commits murder, not once, but twice! Then he has the brass to come home and brag about it to his family. Is there any wonder why God decided to wipe this godless bunch off the face of the earth?

Genesis 4:25-26

And Adam knew his wife again; and she bare a son, and called his name Seth: For God, said she, hath appointed me another seed instead of Abel, whom Cain slew. And to Seth, to him also there was born a son; and he called his name Enos; then began men to call upon the name of the LORD.

Satan thought the seed promised by God was Cain, so he destroyed him. Then he thought it was Abel, so he killed him. God had Satan fooled all the time. It is Seth, the third son, who is the seed that is to carry on the blessing. By the time that Satan figures this out, there are so many people on the face of the earth that he can't tell which man is the right one!

Also note here that men begin to call upon the name of the LORD. Then, just like now, if you call upon God, He'll hear you. As the good book says, everyone that calls upon the name of the Lord shall be saved!

We have been spending some time discussing Cain and his descendants, but what about the godly line that would lead to Jesus. In Matthew 1, we see the Bible's first statement that Jesus is the promised Messiah. It is only the first of many. In Luke 3, we see that the line stretches all the way back to Adam, but not through Cain or Abel. 

Genesis 5:1-2 

This is the book of the generations of Adam. In the day that God created man, in the likeness of God made he him; Male and female created he them; and blessed them, and called their name Adam, in the day when they were created. 

The word "generations" in the Authorized King James Bible usually means that we are about to go back and review something important that we have already covered one time. We have seen Cain and the wild bunch that came after him. Now we are going to go back and see Adam and his righteous descendants. 

Notice that on this list we begin with Adam. One the last list we started with Cain. That's because Cain was kicked out of the family. He wasn't just kicked out for killing Abel, but also because he never believed God and repented. This group will later be called the children of men. The group we're reading about now is called the sons of God. Although Adams was created, and not born, he was the first person called a son of God according to the genealogy given in: 

Luke 3:38 

Which was the son of Enos, which was the son of Seth, which was the son of Adam, which was the son of God. 

The verses leading up to that one trace the lineage of Jesus Christ all the way back to Adam through his mother Mary. In Matthew 1 you can read Jesus' lineage traced through his step-father Joseph. In Genesis 5 we have the same list only in reverse. 

Genesis 5:3-5 

And Adam lived an hundred and thirty years, and begat a son in his own likeness, after his image; and called his name Seth. And the days of Adam after he had begotten Seth were eight hundred years; and he begat sons and daughters; and all the days that Adam lived were nine hundred and thirty years and he died. 

Here we want to stop and pick up some important facts about this list of names. God put certain things in to help clear up any problems we might run into when studying the genealogy to Jesus Christ later on. 

First, it is already evident that Seth is not Adam's first son. Seth is, however, Adam's firstborn. The term firstborn applies to the male child in any who would lead the family on the death of his father. The list we are following now is the list of those in each generation who were chosen by God to be next in line for the blessing of the seed that would lead finally to Christ. They also became the high priest for the family when the father died. This would remain true until the time of Jacob, when Joseph will become the firstborn, but the blessing of the seed will go to his older brother, Judah. 

Second, take not that Adam had many children. How many children could a couple have if they lived 900 years? Lots! That's where Cain's wife came from, all of those other kids. 

Third, please note that, for the first time, the death of a man is mentioned in the generations. None of the deaths are mentioned in the previous list of Cain's descendants. Did you ever wonder why this is? The answer is right there in your Authorized King James Bible. 

Psalms 116:15 

Precious in the sight of the LORD is the death of his saints. 

Finally, notice the raw power that existed in the body that God created for Adam. According to Genesis 2 and 3, Adam ate a deadly poison when he ate of the tree of knowledge of good and evil. Here we read that it took over 900 years for that poison to finally kill him. When God makes something, He makes it to last. 

Genesis 5:6-20 

And Seth lived an hundred and five years and begat Enos: And Seth lived after he begat Enos eight hundred and seven years, and begat sons and daughters: And all the days of Seth were nine hundred and twelve years and he died. And Enos lived ninety years and begat Cainan: And Enos lived after he begat Cainan eight hundred and fifteen years, and begat sons and daughters: And all the days of Enos were nine hundred and five years and he died. And Cainan lived seventy years, and begat Mahalaleel: and Cainan lived after he begat Mahalaleel eight hundred and forty years, and begat sons and daughters: And all the days of Cainan were nine hundred and ten years: and he died. And Mahalaleel lived sixty and five years, and begat Jared: And Mahalaleel lived after he begat Jared eight hundred and thirty years, and begat sons and daughters: And all the days of Mahalaleel were eight hundred and ninety and five years: and he died. And Jared lived an hundred and sixty and two years, and he begat Enoch: And Jared lived after he begat Enoch eight hundred years, and begat sons and daughters: And all the days of Jared were nine hundred sixty and two years: and he died. 

Those that believe in evolution tell us that man is always improving, yet we have already seen just how intelligent that pre-historic man was. All over the earth today, thousands of years later, there still stand great structures like the pyramid at Geza, and great cities like those found in the jungles of South America that bear testimony to the great genius of early man. The men who lived before the flood were mental giants compared to us today. Imagine, if you will, a man like Albert Einstein and what he accomplished in his lifetime. Now think of what he could have accomplished if he had lived for eight or nine hundred years, in a world that was a paradise compared to our world today. We cannot begin to guess at the knowledge of the pre-diluvian man. 

Genesis 5:21-24 

And Enoch lived sixty and five years and begat Methuselah: And Enoch walked with God after he begat Methuselah three hundred years, and begat sons and daughters: And all the days of Enoch were three hundred sixty and five years: And Enoch walked with God: and he was not; for God took him. 

Enoch is the first speaking prophet mentioned in the Authorized King James Bible. One of the prophecies that he spoke is given in.... 

Jude 1:14-15 

And Enoch also, the seventh from Adam, prophesied of these, saying, Behold, the Lord cometh with ten thousands of his saints, To execute judgment upon all, and to convince all that are ungodly among them of all their ungodly deeds which they have ungodly committed, and of all their hard speeches which ungodly sinners have spoken against him. 

Just think of it! Here is Enoch, a man who lived at the same time as Adam, who saw Jesus coming back with his saints to judge the earth. Even before the flood, God had revealed much of His plan to His people. It also seems that Enoch spent a lot of time talking about the ungodly people of his day. It's easy to understand why after we have studied Cain's family.  By the standards of his day, Enoch did not live very long. There is a very special reason for this. The scriptures say that Enoch did not die, as the others before him. The Authorized King James Bible says that God took him. This is further explained in.... 

Hebrews 11:5 

By faith Enoch was translated that he should not see death; and was not found, because God had translated him: for before his translation he had this testimony, that he pleased God. 

TRANSLATED! I love that word! When we translate something it means that we change it from one form of language to another. That's what God did to Enoch's body. He changed it from a mortal form to an immortal one, so that he would not die. When Enoch's job was done on this earth, God took him out of it before His judgment fell on the evil world of that day. God is going to do that to His people again some day too! 

Genesis 5:25-27 

And Methuselah lived an hundred eighty and seven years, and begat Lamech. And Methuselah lived after he begat Lamech seven hundred eighty and two years, and begat sons and daughters: and all the days of Methuselah were nine hundred sixty and nine years: and he died. 

Here we have the Bible's oldest man. Did you ever wonder why God let Methuselah live so long? It is yet another example of God's grace extended to sinful man. You see, Methuselah's father was Enoch. Enoch gave his son a very special name. The word "Methu" means "Death". The word "Selah" means "Stop and think about it." You see the term "selah" several times in the book of Psalms. So the name Methuselah means "When he dies, stop and think about it." Stop and think about what? Let's read on and see what God meant here. 

Genesis 5:28-32 

And Lamech lived an hundred eighty and two years, and begat a son: And he called his name Noah, saying, this same shall comfort us concerning our work and toil of our hands, because of the ground which the LORD hath cursed. And Lamech lived after he begat Noah five hundred ninety and five years, and begat sons and daughters: And all the days of Lamech were seven hundred seventy and seven years: and he died. And Noah was five hundred years old: and Noah begat Shem, Ham, and Japheth. 

Now according to this, Methuselah was 187 years old when he begat Lamech. When Lamech was 182 years old, he begat Noah. We need one more piece of data to complete our calculations. This is found in.... 

Genesis 7:11 

In the six hundredth year of Noah's life, in the second month, in the seventeenth day of the month, the same day were all the fountains of the great deep broken up, and the windows of heaven were opened. 

When Noah was 600 years old, the flood comes. Taking these three figures, we get 187 + 182 + 600 = 969 years.  This is the same figure as Mehuselah's age. Now Methuselah did not die in the flood. He is listed as one of the faithful. If he had been alive when the flood came, he would have been with Noah on the ark. Therefore Methuselah died the same year that the flood came. Now you have to admit that God's coming judgment was indeed something that men needed to stop and think about. 

In other words, nearly 1,000 years before the flood came, God had told Enoch that judgment was coming. Enoch also knew that the judgment would not fall as long as Methuselah was alive. That's why God allowed Methuselah to live so long! God have men nearly 1,000 years to repent while Enoch, Methuselah, Lamech, and finally Noah preached repentance. So when the year came for Methuselah to die, all men would know that their time was about to run out! In spite of all this, mankind would still, on the whole, continue to go their evil way. Methuselah's long life is yet another testimony to God's long-suffering grace! Now, let's take a moment to see what it was that would finally cause God to bring the flood. We find this in.... 

Genesis 6:1-4 

And it came to pass, when men began to multiply on the face of the earth, and daughters were born unto them. That the sons of God saw the daughters of men that they were fair: and they took them wives of all which they chose. And the LORD said, my spirit shall not always strive with man, for that he also is flesh: yet his days shall be an hundred and twenty years. There were giants in the earth in those days: and also after that, when the sons of God came in unto the daughters of men, and they bare children unto them, the same became mighty men which were of old, men of renown. 

Now there is a lot of disagreement over what God meant when he said "the sons of God". As you have already seen, I believe these were men who believed in God, but there are at least two other schools of thought on this matter. The first I call the pagan theory. This theory is that there are other gods, like Jesus, the Son of God, who mated with these women. You see this same idea a lot when you read ancient Greek and Roman mythology. The characters, like Hercules, Theseus, and Perseus were all supposed to be children born of such marriages.  The other theory I call the angelic theory. In this, people believe that fallen angels mated with these women, causing the giants to be born. This group also usually will state that nowhere in the Old Testament are men called the sons of God. However they seem to overlook the fact that fallen angels are not called sons of God anywhere in either Testament. 

I don't subscribe to either of these theories for a couple of reasons. First, it breaks God's law of kinds given in Genesis 1. All living creatures can only mate and produce offspring with their own kind. You have to admit that angels and people are definitely two different kinds of creatures. Also according to the scripture, Jesus is the only begotten Son of God, so there's not a bunch of other divine sons running around on earth or in heaven. As far as the angels go, Jesus makes a very important statement about this in.... 

Mark 12:24-25 

And Jesus answering said unto them, Do ye not therefore err, because ye know not the scriptures, neither the power of God? For when they shall rise from the dead, they neither marry, nor are given in marriage; but are as the angels which are in heaven. 

According to Jesus, angels neither marry, nor are given in marriage. There's a simple reason for this. God created angels to serve Him forever, not to reproduce. God created man to reproduce offspring and populate the earth. You never see any lady angels or baby angels in the Bible. You will see angels take the form of men when they appear to us, but that only means they look like men. They are, in actuality, a different type of being altogether, so they could not mate and have kids with anyone because God did not make them that way! We have already seen where Adam was called a son of God (Luke 3:38), but that is in the New Testament. In the New Testament all of the saved are called the sons of God (John 1:12). Some people believe that men are not called sons of God in the Old Testament, but they must not have read.... 

Hosea 1:10 

Yet the number of the children of Israel shall be as the sand of the sea, which cannot be measured nor numbered; and it shall come to pass, that in the place where it is said unto them, Ye are not my people, there it shall be said unto them, Ye are the sons of the living God. 

As we mentioned earlier, the sons of Seth are marrying the daughters of Cain. Now all down through the Bible you will see that when godly men start messing with ungodly women, or vice versa, they always end up in trouble. Samson, David, and Solomon are just a few examples of this. At this time we also see there are giants on the earth. We read earlier about the mark of Cain. God's mark on Cain was to make him a giant. Sure enough, when Seth's kids start marrying Cain's kids, they get giants for kids. God changed Cain into a giant to protect him, and his kids carried that change in their chromosomes. Here, in the Bible, God is showing us what today is called the science of genetics, thousands of years before men knew anything about it. Yes, it's all in the book! 

Genesis 6:5-7 

And God saw that the wickedness of man was great in the earth, and that every imagination of the thoughts of his heart was only evil continually. And it repented the LORD that he had made man on the earth, and it grieved him at his heart. And the LORD said, I will destroy man whom I have created from the face of the earth; both man, and beast, and the creeping thing, and the fowls of the air; for it repenteth me that I have made them. 

Here is another evidence that the sons of God that are mentioned here are men. God is holding man alone to blame for the evil that is going on and never mentions angels. Whenever godly folk start hanging out with ungodly folk, they will almost always end up in trouble. That's what happens to the whole earth in the story here. Now God has allowed it to go on long enough. Now keep in mind that God doesn't repent like men do. We repent when we realize that we have done wrong and turn away from our sin. God does not sin. When God says he repents, He means that He has to turn His back on those who refuse to repent and let His judgment fall. If you don't want God, He will not force Himself on you. God doesn't like to do it, but sometimes it is the only way to get us to turn back to Him. 

Genesis 6:8-12 

But Noah found grace in the eyes of the LORD. These are the generations of Noah: Noah was a just man, and perfect in his generations, and Noah walked with God. And Noah begat three sons; Shem, Ham, and Japheth. The earth was corrupt before God, and the earth was filled with violence. And God looked upon the earth, and behold, it was corrupt; for all flesh had corrupted his way upon the earth. 

Noah found grace in the eyes of the LORD. How did Noah find grace? The Authorized King James Bible says that we are saved by grace through faith. Noah was a just man. How was he just? The Holy Scriptures say that the just will live by faith. Noah was perfect. How was he perfect? The word of God says that God counts our faith as righteousness. Noah walked with God. How? The Bible says we walk with God by faith and not by sight. Yes, it is by faith that we all are saved! God has taken us right up to the edge of the great flood, but now we go back about 100 years to when God first told Noah about the flood. Noah has at least three kids, and it was a terrible world to have to raise those kids in. By the way, it is not much different from the world today. God didn't wait long then, and He won't wait much longer now either! 

Genesis 6:13 

And God said unto Noah, the end of all flesh is come before me; for the earth is filled with violence through them; and, behold, I will destroy them with the earth. 

Now Noah already knows that the time must be getting close. His grandfather, Methuselah, is already over 850 years old. His daddy Lamech is a priest also, but he will be dead in a few years, so when Methuselah dies, Noah will become the family high priest, and great grandfather Enoch has long since gone on. Noah himself is already 500 years old and closer to God than anyone else on the planet. How close to God do you think you could get in 500 years? If you love the LORD, someday you will get to find out! 

Genesis 6:14-16 

Make thee an ark of gopher wood: room shalt thou make in the ark, and shalt pitch it within and without with pitch. And this is the fashion which thou shall make it of: The length of the ark shall be three hundred cubits, and the breadth of it fifty cubits, and the height of it thirty cubits. A window shalt thou make to the ark, and in a cubit shalt thou finish it above; and the door of the ark shalt thou set in the side thereof; with lower, second, and the third stories shalt thou make it. 

God said to make the ark about 450 feet long. That's the length of one and one half football fields. It was 75 feet wide, and 45 feet high. That would make it roughly the size of a World War II aircraft carrier. It also had three floors on the inside. Now that's some big boat for one man to make, but when you've got three strong sons, and a hundred years to build it in, it can be done, with God's help. 

Genesis 6:17-22 

And, behold, I, even I, do bring a flood of waters, upon the earth, to destroy all flesh, from under heaven; and every thing that is in the earth shall die. But with thee will I establish my covenant; and thou shalt come into the ark, thou, and thy sons, and they wife, and they sons' wives with thee. And of every living thing of all flesh, two of every sort shalt thou bring into the ark, to keep them alive with thee; they shall be male and female. Of fowls after their kind, and of cattle after their kind, of every creeping thing after his kind, two of every sort shall come unto thee, to keep them alive. And take thou unto thee of all food that is eaten, and thou shalt gather it to thee; and it shall be for food for thee, and for them. Thus did Noah; according to all that God commanded him, so did he. 

So God gave Noah his marching orders. First, build a boat on dry land, fill it with animals and food. Then get in and wait. That must have seemed awfully ridiculous to the people living then. they laughed at Noah for a hundred years, while he built and prepared as God had directed. In the end, however, God had the last laugh! As the word of God says in.... 

Proverbs 1:24-27 

Because I have called, and ye refused; I have stretched out my hand, and no man regarded. But ye have set at naught all my counsel, and would none of my reproof: I also will laugh at your calamity; I will mock when your fear cometh; when your fear cometh as desolation, and your destruction cometh as a whirlwind; when distress and anguish cometh upon you. 

Are you being laughed at because, like faithful Noah, you are trying to do God's will. don't fret! God will deliver you someday, as it says in.... 

II Peter 3:11-13 

Seeing then that all these things shall be dissolved, what manner of persons ought ye to be in all holy conversation and godliness. Looking for and hasting unto the coming of the day of the Lord, wherein the heavens being on fire shall be dissolved, and the elements shall melt with fervent heat? Nevertheless we, according to his promise, look for new heavens and a new earth, wherein dwelleth righteousness. 

Now let's take a moment here to review all the facts that we have accumulated thus far. God's first great event in history is called the creation. The story of the creation begins in.... 

Genesis 1:1 

In the beginning, God created the heaven and the earth. 

To determine just when the creation began, we need to drop down a few verses to the first reference in the scriptures to time as we know it. 

Genesis 1:5 

And God called the light day, and the darkness He called night. And the evening and the morning were the first day. 

The event called the creation started on the first day of all of history. The Bible uses only numbers for the days and months until the time of Moses, when the months are given names. Before that time, God simply numbered the months, as we will see in more detail later on. Therefore the creation began on the first day of the first month of all time. God gives us the name of the first month using two verses. The first verse is.... 

Leviticus 23:5 

In the fourteenth day of the first month at even is the LORD's passover. 

The first month is the month in which God directed the Jews to celebrate the passover. God gives us the name of this month in.... 

Deuteronomy 16:1 

Observe the month of Abib, and keep the passover unto the LORD thy God: for in the month of Abib the LORD thy God brought thee forth out of Egypt by night. 

With this information, we now know that the creation of the universe began on the first day of the month of Abib. On the christian calendar, the month of Abib falls in the spring around the month of March and April. God began his creation in the spring, a most appropriate time of year, don't you think! 

The periods of time that span God's seven great events are very carefully counted out year by year in the Bible. God, in His infinite wisdom, had the Old Testament writers document all of the years from the creation of the universe to the coming of the Messiah, Jesus Christ. The first of these periods begins at the creation and ends at the flood. The best name to describe this period appears in one of the most important of all Old Testament passages found in.... 

Genesis 3:15 

And I will put enmity between thee and the woman, and between thy seed and her seed; it shall bruise they head, and thou shalt bruise His heel. 

The seed is a term that refers to the line of humanity that begins with Adam and ends with Jesus. The word seed specifically points to Jesus himself in most scriptural references. However in some cases it can refer to the ancestors of Jesus also, as we see in.... 

Genesis 4:25 

And Adam knew his wife again; and she bare a son, and called his name Seth; for God, said she, hath appointed me another seed instead of Abel, whom Cain slew. 

The period of time that we call the seed can be counted out by years in Genesis chapters 5 and 7. God counts the years, beginning at the creation of Adam, from the conception of one son to the next. The scriptures also reveal the number of years from Noah's conception to the flood itself in.... 

Genesis 7:11 

In the six hundredth year of Noah's life, in the second month, the seventeenth day of the month, the same day were all the fountains of the great deep broken up, and the windows of heaven were opened. 

Thus the total years from the creation to the flood break down as follows: 

person         years 

Adam              130 

Seth                 105 

Enos                  90 

Cainan              70 

Mahalaleel       65 

Jared               162 

Enoch               65 

Methuselah   107 

Lamech           187 

Noah               600 

TOTAL        1,656 

There is a total of 1,656 years from the creation of the universe to the flood of Noah. Therefore if the creation took place in 4000 BC, the flood of Noah took place in 2344 BC.

 

 

THE TWO KINGDOMS

THE FLOOD OF NOAH-ZIF 17, 2344 BC

By faith Noah, being warned of God of things not seen as yet, moved with fear, prepared an ark to the saving of his house; by the which he condemned the world, and became heir of the righteousness which is by faith.

In Hebrews 11:7, Noah is listed as the third name in a long list of the faithful Old Testament saints. Noah was born around 2944 BC, 600 years before the great flood. For several centuries, Noah's ancestors; Enoch, Methuselah, and Lamech had preached that God's judgment was coming upon all the people of the earth. When Noah became 500 years old, God revealed to him the form that this judgment would take. God tells Noah that he must build an ark, roughly the size of a modern day aircraft carrier, because in 100 years God was going to cause something to happen that had never taken place before. What God was speaking of is first mentioned in....

 GENESIS 2:5

And every plant of the field before it was in the earth, and every herb of the field before it grew: for the LORD God had not caused it to rain upon the earth, and there was not a man to till the ground.

It had never rained upon the earth before the time of the flood. Now God would cause a rain that would destroy all life on the face of the globe. What was God's reason for doing this?  Because the situation on the earth had become that desperate. Have you ever wondered what the world looks like from God's view? As an example, take the last time you were out on a clear night. When you looked up toward God, what did you see? You probably saw a night sky full of stars. That is very similar to what God sees when He looks at the world. The Bible says that the earth is in darkness. It became a kingdom of darkness with Satan's victory over Adam and Eve in the garden of Eden. Every saved person is a light in that darkness because we have the light of God in our hearts. Now imagine your horror if you looked up at a night sky, and found that nearly all the stars had gone out. That's how God felt in the days of Noah. By the time of the flood, there were only 9 tiny lights left in the kingdom of darkness. Then, with the death of Methuselah, there remain only 8, Noah and his family. In time their earthly lives would also end, and the entire world would be lost to Satan. There would be no one left to tell the future  generations of God's plan of salvation. It is at this point in time that God decides to turn the tables on the enemy, and to end this threat to all the souls that were yet unborn. God would destroy all of this evil generation, but not before He would spend the last 100 years trying to win them all back to Himself. However, after a century of preaching, not one new convert comes forth, so dark has the hearts of men  become. Then, and only then, does God call his children out of the world, and into the ark of safety as shown in....

GENESIS 7:1-3

And the LORD said unto Noah, Come thou and all thy house into the ark; for thee have I seen righteous before me in this generation. Of every clean beast thou shalt take to thee by sevens, the male and his female: and of beasts that are not clean by two, the male and his female. Of fowls also of the air by sevens, the male and the female; to keep seed alive upon the face of all the earth. 

As the ark is being loaded, we see two new terms introduced into our Bible vocabulary, clean and unclean. What do these terms mean? The explanation is given in.... 

LEVITICUS 11:46-47

This is the law of the beasts, and of the fowl, and of every living creature that moveth in the waters, and of every creature that creepeth upon the earth. To make a difference between the unclean and the clean, and between the beast that may be eaten and the beast that may not be eaten.

According to this and other scriptures, clean animals were to be eaten, while unclean were not. This was a very new concept indeed considering what God had told Adam before the flood in....

GENESIS 1-29-30

And God said, Behold, I have given you every herb bearing seed, which is upon the face of all the earth, and every tree, in the which is the fruit of a tree yielding seed; to you it shall be for meat. And to every beast of the earth, and to every fowl of the air, and to every thing that creepeth upon the earth, wherein there is life, I have given every green herb for meat: and it was so.

Before the flood, all living creatures ate plants. There were no meat eaters in God's original creation. As we will see later, this rule is about to change, not only for man, but for animals as well.

GENESIS 7:4-10

For yet seven days, and I will cause it to rain upon the earth forty days and forty nights; and every living substance that I have made will I destroy from off the face of the earth. And Noah did according unto all that the LORD commanded him. And Noah was six hundred years old when the flood of waters was upon the earth. And Noah went in, and his sons, and his wife, and his sons' wives with him, into the ark, because of the waters of the flood. Of clean beasts, and of beasts that are not clean, and of fowls, and of every thing that creepeth upon the earth, There went in two and two unto Noah into the ark, the male and the female, as God had commanded Noah. And it came to pass after seven days, that the waters of the flood were upon the earth. 

The last week before the flood, God uses a miracle to load the ark. Animals gather from all over the earth to enter the ark. Even the hardest hearted of sinners must have wondered when this began to take place. Put another way, even the dumbest of animals answered God's call, making them smarter than most of the men on the planet at that time.

GENESIS 7:11-12

In the six hundredth year of Noah's life, in the second month, the seventeenth day of the month, the same day were all the fountains of the great deep broken up, and the windows of heaven were opened. And the rain was upon the earth forty days and forty nights.

God's way of measuring time in the Old Testament is extremely accurate. By adding up the years from the creation until the time that Noah is 600 years old, you get a total of 1,656 years. By subtracting this figure from 4000 BC, the year of the creation, you arrive at the year of the flood, which is 2344 BC. God even gives us the name of the second month in....

GENESIS 6:1

And it came to pass in the four hundred and eightieth year after the children of Israel were come out of Egypt, in the fourth year of Solomon's reign over Israel, in the month Zif, which is the second month, that he began to build the house of the LORD. 

So the flood began on Zif 17, 2344 BC which is exactly 1,656 years, 1 month, and 16 days after the beginning of the creation.  Is God precise or what? An interesting side note here is that over the past few decades, scientists have been studying what is called continental drift. it seems that all of the continents are drifting apart, and were once all part of one huge land mass. This original super-continent is called Pangea. An entirely new branch of science called plate tectonics has been built up around this theory. It was during the great flood that this single land mass broke up as we have just read in Genesis. As I have always said, good science will always catch up with the Bible sooner or later!

GENESIS 7:13-17

In the selfsame day entered Noah, and Shem, and Ham, and Japheth, the sons of Noah, and Noah's wife, and the three wives of his sons with them into the ark; They, and every beast after his kind, and all the cattle after their kind, and every creeping thing that creepeth upon the earth after his kind, and every fowl after his kind, every bird of every sort. And they went in unto Noah into the ark, two and two of all flesh, wherein is the breath of life. And they all went in, went in male and female of all flesh, as God had commanded him: and the LORD shut him in.  And the flood was forty days upon the earth; and the waters increased, and bare up the ark, and it was lift up above the earth.

The rain falls for forty days. Weathermen say that if all the moisture that is currently in the atmosphere turned into rain, it would fall for less than 9 hours. The reason that it rains so long here is because God had originally place a huge layer of moisture above the atmosphere of the earth that protected it from the harmful rays of the sun and created a green-house effect in our atmosphere. This is one reason that people lived so long before the flood. This moisture canopy is what crashes down for forty days destroying all life on the face of the earth.

GENESIS 7:18-20

And the waters prevailed, and were increased greatly upon the earth; and the ark went upon the face of the waters. And the waters prevailed exceedingly upon the earth; and all the high hills, that were under the whole heaven, were covered. Fifteen cubits upward did the waters prevail; and the mountains were covered.

Now 15 cubits is roughly 22 1/2 feet, so the waters rose over twenty feet above the top of the highest mountains. Why so high? A Christian friend of mine recently commented that this might have been because there were giants before the flood, and that God was going to be sure it covered them, even if they made it to the mountain tops. An interesting thought, to say the least.

GENESIS 7:21-14

And all flesh died that moved upon the earth, both of fowl, and of cattle, and of beast, and of every creeping thing that creepeth upon the earth, and every man: All in whose nostrils was the breath of life, of all that was in the dry land, died. And every living substance was destroyed which was upon the face of the ground, both man, and cattle, and the creeping things, and the fowl of the heaven; and they were destroyed from the earth: and Noah only remained alive, and they that were with him in the ark. And the waters prevailed upon the earth one hundred and fifty days.

Have you ever wondered why God went to so much time and trouble to kill all those folks, when He could have done it just as well with a simple snap of the fingers? The reason is that the story of the flood is one of the greatest stories of God's mercy and grace in all of the Old Testament. God waited until nearly every saved person on the planet had died out to give those lost folks every chance possible to be saved. He sends prophets and miracles to get man's attention. Then finally He sent the flood itself and really got their attention! Even after the door of the ark was shut, God gave those folks 40 days to run, hide, and think about God. If Noah had been right about the flood, maybe he was right about God too! As the waters rose, men forgot all other matters and thought about God. Face it! If you won't cry out to God when the water reaches your knees, you'll never cry out to Him, and it has always been a great truth of the scriptures that whosoever calleth upon the name of the LORD shall be saved. There was also countless children at that time that would never grow up to become lost, because the flood took them before they became accountable. All those people physically died in the flood, but only eternity will reveal just how many of them turned to God in those last days after God closed the door of the ark.

GENESIS 8:1-4

And God remembered Noah and every living thing, and all the cattle that was with him in the ark: and God made a wind to pass over the earth, and the waters assuaged: The fountains also of the deep and the windows of heaven were stopped, and the rain from heaven was restrained: And the waters returned from off the earth continually: And after the end of the hundred and fifty days the waters were abated. And the ark rested in the seventh month, on the seventeenth day of the month, upon the mountains of Ararat.

When it says here that God remembered Noah, it simply means that God never forgot those in the ark. They were as safe as a bug in a rug. God didn't bring them this far to just let them drown. The eighth chapter of Genesis is almost entirely given to the recording of dates surrounding the flood. There are a total of seven dates given here, so we will spend some time discussing each of these.  The first date we have just read. On the 17th day of the 7th month, exactly 150 days after the flood began, the ark landed on Mt. Ararat. God gave the name of the 7th month in....

I KINGS 8:2

And all the men of Israel assembled themselves unto King Solomon at the feast in the month of Ethanim, which is the seventh month. 

Now God never puts anything in the Bible that is not important. It is very important to note that there are exactly  150 days from Zif 17 to Ethanim 17. If 150 days equal exactly 5 months, then 1 month would equal exactly 30 days. 30 days times 12 months will give you exactly 360 days in a year before the flood. In fact, many ancient cultures before the flood recorded the year as being only 360 days long. Today our year is 365 1/4 days long. That means that during the flood period, the orbit of the earth actually changed, putting us slightly further away from the sun. This is one of the reasons that life  shortened after the flood. The earth's atmosphere is now colder than before the flood.

GENESIS 8:5

And the waters decreased continually until the tenth month: in the tenth month on the first day of the month, were the tops of the mountains seen.

God gives us the name of the 10th month in....

ESTHER 2:16

So Esther was taken unto King Ahasuerus into his house royal in the tenth month, which is the month Tebeth, in the seventh year of his reign.

On Tebeth 1, the mountain tops are seen again around Mt. Ararat. The waters are now going down and will finally settle into the oceans where they still are today. By the way, the reason that the oceans are so salty today is because of all the dead animal and human bodies that were swept to the bottom of the oceans during the flood.

GENESIS 8:6

And it came to pass at the end of forty days, that Noah opened the window of the ark which he had made. 

Noah sends out a raven that he has on the ark. It doesn't return, so he sends out a dove. The dove returns because there is not yet sufficient land above the water for vegetation to begin growing again. This experiment is repeated forty days later. This would fall on the 11th day of the 11th month. God named the 11th month in....

ZECHARIAH 1:7

Upon the four and twentieth day of the eleventh month, which is the month Sebat, in the second year of Darius, came the word of the LORD unto Zechariah, the son of Berechiah, the son of Iddo the prophet saying,

Therefore, on Sebat 11, Noah made his next attempt to find dry land.

GENESIS 8:10

And he stayed yet other seven days; and again he sent forth the dove out of the ark;

Now we're up to Sebat 18. This time the dove returns with an olive branch. Plant life has begun to take root again and grow. Today we still use this symbol, the dove with an olive branch, as the symbol of peace all over the world.

GENESIS 8:12

And he stayed yet other seven days; and sent forth the dove; which returned not again unto him any more.

As last, on Sebat 25, the dove does not return. It has finally found a place to next, so quite a bit of the land must be above the water now.

GENESIS 8:13

And it came to pass in the six hundredth and first year, in the first month, the first day of the month, the waters were dried from off the earth: and Noah removed the covering of the ark, and looked, and, behold, the face of the ground was dry.

God's first month appears in....

DEUTERONOMY 16:1

Observe the month of Abib, and keep the passover unto the LORD thy God: for in the month of Abib, the LORD thy God brought thee forth out of Egypt by night.

So, on God's new year's day, Abib 1, in the year of 2343 BC, Noah removed the covering from the ark. He had to remove the top of the ark to get out because God had shut the door, and when God shuts something, it stays shut!

GENESIS 8:14-17

And in the second month, on the seven and twentieth day of the month, was the earth dried. And God spake unto Noah, saying, Go forth of the ark, thou, and thy wife, and thy sons, and thy sons' wives with thee. Bring forth with thee every living thing that is with thee, of all flesh, both of fowl, and of cattle, and of every creeping thing that creepeth upon the earth; that they may breed abundantly in the earth, and be fruitful, and multiply upon the earth.

Noah and his family finally leave the ark on Zif 27. They had lived in the ark a total of 370 days, or 1 year and 10 days by pre-flood years. Now at last, God has given them a new world to dwell in from an evil mankind, at least for the moment.

GENESIS 8:20

And Noah builded an altar unto the LORD; and took of every clean beast, and of every clean fowl, and offered burnt offerings on the altar.

Noah's first official act after leaving the ark is to offer a sacrifice to God for His deliverance from the flood. We should all remember to thank God for deliverance from the floods in our lives.

GENESIS 8:21-22

And the LORD smelled a sweet savor; and the LORD said in his heart, I will not again curse the ground any more for man's sake, for the imagination of man's heart is evil from his youth; neither will I again smite any more every living thing, as I have done. While the earth remaineth, seedtime and harvest, and cold, and heat, and summer and winter, and day and night shall not cease.

Here is another thing that makes God and man alike. God has a heart. How often we must break God's heart. This is the third time God has cursed the ground. The first was with Adam in Eden. The second was with Cain. The next time judgment comes, the earth will be burned up and replaced with a new earth wherein dwelleth righteousness.

It is important to note that God mentions here the four seasons: seedtime or spring, harvest or fall, summer, and winter. These seasons will now become much more pronounced and noticeable with the earth's new orbit. As men spread over the earth, those that reject God will begin to worship the sun in the sky above them, and the seasons that are caused by the orbital change of the earth. The festivals our Gentile ancestors began during the subsequent centuries away from God, we are still celebrating today, in Halloween, and the Gentile  sides of Christmas and Easter.

GENESIS 9:1

And God blessed Noah and his sons, and said unto them, Be fruitful, and multiply, and replenish the earth. 

In the ninth chapter of Genesis, we are introduced to some very important facts. First, man's relationship to animals takes a radical change from one of dominion to one of fear. Before the flood, animals simply obeyed men. Now they run from them in fear. This is because man will now have to eat animals to live. Animals also now must eat flesh to survive, and guess what Noah and his family are made of! God also here institutes capital punishment. This is yet another area where, if we listened to God today, our society would be much better off. God proclaims His first covenant in....

GENESIS 9:11

And I will establish my covenant with you; neither shall all flesh be cut off any more by the waters of a flood, neither shall there any more be a flood to destroy the earth. 

I want to make it very clear here that this is the story of a worldwide flood. Some feel that it might have just been a localized flood of some sort, but to believe this is to say that the verse we have just read is a lie. God said it. That settles it, whether I believe it or not. 

GENESIS 9:13

I do set my bow in the cloud, and it shall be for a token of a covenant between me and the earth.

Every time that we see a rainbow or a cloud, it is a sign of God's promise that there will never be another worldwide flood.  Notice here also that not only rainbows, but clouds are also a new thing on the earth, because after the flood, the atmosphere has changed as it begins to rain on a regular basis now. The faith of Noah's family was probably really put to a test the first time it rained after the flood, but as the thunder roared, old Noah explained why it would never be another worldwide flood. God has been faithful to that covenant from that day to this, and will continue to do so until the world is no longer around to be flooded. Praise His holy name!

GENESIS 9:20-21

And Noah began to be an husbandman, and he planted a vineyard: and he drank of the wine, and was drunken; and he was uncovered in his tent.

What in the world would make Noah go out and get drunk after all he had been through with God? It would seem that he would know better, doesn't it? We don't know for sure, but a florist friend of mine recently made an interesting comment on this. he said that the conditions on the earth prior to the flood might have been such that grape juice simply did not ferment as it does now. Noah might have thought it was just grape juice when he drank it. Whether he knew it was fermented or not, he got drunk anyway.

GENESIS 9:22-23

And Ham, the father of Canaan, saw the nakedness of his father, and told his two brethren without. And Shem and Japheth took a garment, and laid it upon both their shoulders, and went backward, and they saw not their father's nakedness. 

Satan wastes no time, does he? Before the flood, Cain became Satan's man. Here we see that the devil has found another willing servant in Noah's son Ham. Now Ham is one evil guy! He sees his father in a bad fix, and runs off to blab about it!  Ever seen somebody like that? More importantly, have you ever been somebody like that? Notice that Noah's other sons know to cover their father's nakedness. You won't find any laws concerning nakedness written down until nearly 1,000 years later, but God showed these folks what right and wrong was long before Moses wrote any of it down.

GENESIS 3:24-25

And Noah awoke from his wine, and knew what his younger son had done unto him. And he said, Cursed be Canaan a servant of servants shall he be unto his brethren.

Notice that Ham is not cursed for his evil. His son Canaan receives the curse. This fact will be explained later, but for now, let me say this one thing. One of the truest texts of scriptures, and one of the saddest facts of life, is that our sins are often visited upon our children.

GENESIS 9:26-27

And he said, Blessed be the LORD God of Shem; and Canaan shall be his servant. God shall enlarge Japheth and he shall dwell in the tents of Shem, and Canaan shall be his servant. 

Shem here is chosen as the family firstborn. This does not mean that he is necessarily the oldest. It means that he was chosen by God to be the family high priest when his father Noah dies. Shem is also to receive the blessing which means he is the one who will be the father of the people from whom Christ shall be born, as foretold in....

GENESIS 3:15

And I will put enmity between thee and the woman, and between thy seed and her seed; it shall bruise thy head, and thou shalt bruise his heel. 

Through Shem shall come Abraham, the father of the nation of Israel from which shall be born Jesus Christ. However, there shall come a day when the descendants of Japheth would take over Shem's place in God's program. We will expand on these verses later on. Let me say for now that Noah, through the Holy Ghost, is making one of the most sweeping prophecies in all of human history.

GENESIS 9:28-29

And Noah lived after the flood three hundred and fifty years.  And all the days of Noah were nine hundred and fifty years: and he died.

Noah dies around 1994 BC at the age of 950 years, the oldest living man after the flood. At Noah's death, one half of all Old Testament history has ended. In fact this is also one third of all human history up to today. It is no wonder that Satan hates the first ten chapters of the Bible so much. One half of Old Testament history is covered in the first ten chapters of Genesis. The story of the creation and the flood are very important parts of our Christian heritage, and the devil would do anything to destroy our faith in this part of the word of God because it reveals so much about him and his evil plans. Genesis 10 tells of the genealogy of Noah's sons after the flood. The first five verses cover the sons of Japheth. A very important verse is....

GENESIS 10:5

By these were the isles of the Gentiles divided in their lands; every one after his tongue, after their families, in their nations.

Did you ever wonder, if all the people after the flood came from one family, why we have all the different languages around today. It's because all the people of the earth were divided up by their tongues, or languages, shortly after the flood at the tower of Babel. When this occurred, the sons of Japheth would migrate northward from the Middle East. In time they would populate the continent of Europe, and become what we call today, the Caucasian race. Verses six to twenty cover the children of Noah's son Ham.  An important set of verses here is....

GENESIS 10:8-10

And Cush begat Nimrod: he began to be a mighty one in the earth.  He was a mighty hunter before the LORD; wherefore it is said, Even as  Nimrod, the mighty hunter before the LORD, And the beginning of his kingdom was Babel, and Erech, and Accad, and Calneh in the land of Shinar.

Nimrod is the first king mentioned in the Bible. It was he that directed the building of the tower of Babel, causing God to confound man's languages. After that most of Ham's descendants move southward from Babel. As the centuries pass, Ham's descendants will populate the Middle East and Africa, from which we get our Ethiopian race. Meanwhile the children of Canaan will become the Canaanites who will settle the land that would eventually become Israel.

The last part of Genesis 10 tells us of Shem's children.  When the languages become mixed, Shem's children will move eastward. These people will populate Asia, and from them will come the third major race of mankind, the Mongolian. As we have already mentioned, one of Shem's descendants Abraham will become the father of the nation of Israel. As Noah foretold in Genesis 9, Canaan would serve Shem.  This prophecy would be fulfilled when, around 1500 BC, the children of Israel would leave Egypt and conquer the land of Canaan, re-naming it Israel, which it is still called today.  These are the same people who would finally become so hard-hearted that, when the Messiah Jesus Christ does come, they reject and crucify Him. Because of this rejection, the blessing of the spreading of the Gospel is turned over to the children of Japheth, as foretold by the last part of Noah's prophecy. The entire New Testament outlines how God prepared the children of Japheth to sit in the tents of Shem, as shown in Paul's writings in....

ROMANS 1:13-16

Now I would not have you ignorant, brethren, that oftentimes I purposed to come unto you, (but was let hitherto,) that I might have some fruit among you also, even as among other Gentiles. I am a debtor to the Greeks, and to the Barbarians; both to the wise, and to the unwise. So, as much as in me is, I am ready to preach the gospel to you that are at Rome also. For I am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ: for it is the power of God unto salvation to every one that believeth; to the Jew first, and also to the Greek.

So here we see that Paul echoes the truth given by a man who lived over 2,000 years before him, Noah; the priest, prophet, and boat builder. In closing I wish to say that the story of Noah and the flood are so vitally important to the truth of the Holy Scriptures that Jesus Himself referred to them when speaking of His own return in....

MATTHEW 24:37-42

But as the days of Noe were, so shall also the coming of the Son of man be. for as in the days that were before the flood they were eating and drinking, marrying and giving in marriage, until the day that Noe entered into the ark, And knew not until the flood came, and took them all away; so shall also the coming of the Son of man be. Then shall two be in the field, the one shall be taken, and the other left. Two women shall be grinding at the mill; the one shall be taken, and the other left. Watch therefore: for ye know not what hour your LORD doth come.

 

 

THE TWO KINGDOMS

THE SONS OF NOAH-2344 BC to 1487 BC

GALATIANS 3:13-16

Christ hath redeemed us from the curse of the law, being made a curse for us: for it is written, Cursed is everyone one that hangeth on a tree: that the blessing of Abraham might come on the Gentiles through Jesus Christ; that we might receive the promise of the Spirit through faith. Brethren, I speak after the manner of men; though it be but a man's covenant, yet if it be confirmed, no man disannulleth, or addeth thereto. Now to Abraham and his seed were the promises made. He saith not, and to seeds, as of many; but as of one, and to thy seed which is Christ.

Abraham was called the father of the faithful. He was the first of the patriarchs of Israel. Through Abraham and his seed the line was to be continued that would end in the greatest blessing of all time; Jesus Christ, come in the flesh. The lineage through which this blessing would come began with Adam and Eve. In the midst of man's fall into our present, sinful state, God gave them the blessing, also called the promise of the seed in....

GENESIS 3:14-15

And the LORD God said unto the serpent, Because thou hast done this, thou art cursed above all cattle, and above every beast of the field: upon thy belly shalt thou go, and dust shalt thou eat all the days of thy life: And I will put enmity between thee and the woman, and between thy seed and her seed: it shall bruise thy head, and thou shalt bruise his heel.

The line of the seed went from Adam, through his son Shem and his descendants, to Noah at the flood. The earth was then re-populated by Noah and his sons, as we see in....

GENESIS 10:1

Now these are the generations of the sons of Noah; Shem, Ham, and Japheth: and unto them were sons born after the flood.

These three sons of Noah and their children spread over the whole earth and became the three major races that we know of today. The sons of Shem would move east and become the Mongolian race, occupying the continent of Asia. The sons of Ham moved south and became the Ethiopian race, occupying the continent of Africa. Finally the sons of Japheth moved north and became the Caucasian race, occupying Europe. It would be the sons of Shem that would ultimately bring forth the promised seed of Genesis 3, Jesus Christ of Nazareth.

Before we can begin to discuss this period of biblical history, which I call the sons period, we need to review the history of the world leading up to their time. In the world of science, one of the basic laws is called Newton's third law. This law states that for every action, there is an equal and opposite reaction. It could easily be said that the entire history of the earth could be based upon the same premise. The first action in the physical universe took place in....

GENESIS 1:1

In the beginning God created the heaven and the earth.

This was God's first action, the creation of a perfect universe. Satan initiated the first reaction by causing man's fall. In the midst of the curse that resulted from this reaction, God revealed his next action, as we have already seen. God gave the promise of a redeemer. Satan's reaction to this was to try to search out and destroy the seed before He could destroy the devil. Over a period of several centuries, Satan nearly corrupts the entire race of man in this effort.

God's next action was the flood of Noah. With the flood, He would cleanse the earth of sinful men, thus giving mankind a fresh start. As soon as Noah and his family left the ark, Satan started back to work again. As in any military campaign, Satan began searching for the weak link in his victim's defenses. The first weak link he finds is Noah's son Ham. Years later, he would also use Ham's grandson Nimrod to begin the first organized revolt against God after the flood, as shown in....

GENESIS 11:1-4

And the whole earth was of one language, and of one speech. And it came to pass, as they journeyed from the east, that they found a plain in the land of Shinar; and they dwelt there. And they said one to another, Go to, let us make brick, and burn them thoroughly. And they had brick for stone, and slime had they for mortar. And they said, Go to, let us build us a city and a tower, whose top may reach unto heaven; and let us make a name, lest we be scattered abroad upon the face of the whole earth.

This was the first stage of a program that still exists today, and will continue until Jesus Christ Himself returns to finally destroy this evil system in its entirety. This system is even given a name in....

REVELATION 17:5

And upon her forehead was a name written, MYSTERY BABYLON THE GREAT, THE MOTHER OF HARLOTS AND ABOMINATIONS OF THE EARTH.

This system, called Mystery Babylon, as shown here is the mother of all the false religions in the world today. Every false worship system on the earth share some or all of the doctrines of Mystery Babylon. The first 3 doctrines are given in Genesis 3. They are....

1-"Yea, hath God said?"-or questioning the word of God.

2-"Ye shall not surely die."-or no final judgment for the wicked.

3-"Ye shall be as gods."-or man is able to become a god.

The 4th principle of Mystery Babylon is found in Genesis 4. This principle is shown when Cain brings a sacrifice of his own choosing despite the clear instructions of God to the contrary. God had specified an animal sacrifice. Cain was a farmer and brought the works of his hand, the fruit of the ground. Today we call this salvation by works, and this is the 4th doctrine of Mystery Babylon. Around 300 BC, the Greek historian Herodotus would come to the correct conclusion when he said that all the religions of the world originally came from Babylon. That is, all except one.

You can see in the story of the tower of Babel that all of these factors are already at work again within the first century following the flood. Some scholars feel that this tower was built in a literal attempt to enter heaven. Others feel it was built as a ziggurat and to be used to read the stars and tell the future. Still others feel that it was man's effort to build a structure tall enough to reach above the waters should another flood come. Whatever the original reason, here men are trying to save themselves rather than turn to God for their salvation. The very audacity of it! Men thinking that they could build a tower and, in effect, enter heaven by crawling in through God's bedroom window. It is a true sign of God's grace and mercy that he didn't fry them all on the spot! God does react to this new rebellion, however, in....

GENESIS 11:5-9

And the LORD came down to see the city and the tower, which the children of men builded. And the LORD said, Behold, the people is one, and they have all one language; and this they begin to do: and now nothing will be restrained from them, which they have imagined to do. Go to, let us go down, and there confound their language, that they may not understand one another's speech.

So the LORD scattered them abroad from thence upon the face of all the earth: and they left off to build the city. Therefore is the name of it called Babel, because the LORD did there confound the language of all the earth: and from thence did the LORD scatter them abroad upon the face of all the earth.

From Babel men migrated to the four corners of the earth. The sons of Shem, for the most part, would travel into Asia and today are called the Mongolian race. The sons of Japheth would travel into Europe and become the Caucasian race. The children of Ham travel south into Africa to become the Ethiopian race. The most important fact here is that all men are created equal. They come from one original lineage and they all adapted to the part of the world that they finally came to live in.

The equality of all people is one of the basic tenets of the Holy Scriptures. It has always been the evil in men's hearts that made them want to enslave one another. That is, it was that way until 1859. In that year a book was written called "On the Origin of Species by Means of Natural Selection, or the Preservation of the Favored Races in the Struggle for Life". This book would take the scientific community by storm. Today we know this book by its shorter title, "Origin of Species", by Charles Darwin. Darwin's cousin, Sir Francis Galton, was so impressed with this book that he became a pioneer in the field of study that we today call Eugenics; the science of the breeding of humans to create a super race. In 1907 at the Vienna University in Austria, a young student had his life totally changed by these teachings. In 1924 this young man wrote a book entitled "My Struggle". Today we know this book as "Mein Kampf". The author was Adolph Hitler. The whole goal of Nazism was to eliminate the inferior races and breed a super race of men. As Hitler himself put it, "I have taken evolution and applied it to world politics.".

Before we leave the tower of Babel, we need to see the two new parts of the Mystery Babylon doctrine that were introduced there. These two doctrines are revealed to us by the prophet Isaiah, when speaking of Babylon in....

ISAIAH 47:12-13

Stand now with thine enchantments, and with the multitude of thy sorceries, wherein thou hast laboured from thy youth, if so be thou shalt be able to profit, if so be thou mayest prevail. Thou art wearied in the multitude of thy counsels. Let now the astrologers, the stargazers, the monthly prognosticators, stand up, and save thee from these things that shall come upon thee.

It is at the tower of Babel that men are first introduced to sorcery and astrology. Sorcery is using supernatural sources to control the natural world. Astrology is using the stars to foretell the future. Both of these evil disciplines are still with us today. If you don't think so, just watch some Saturday morning cartoons or check your local paper for the horoscopes. 

The last part of Genesis 11 is given to the counting of the years from the flood until the death of Terah, the father of Abraham. By adding these years together, you will discover that there are 427 years from the flood to the death of Terah.

GENESIS 12:1-4

Now the LORD had said unto Abram, Get thee out of thy country, and from thy kindred, and from thy father's house, unto a land that I will shew thee: And I will make of thee a great nation, and I will bless thee, and make thy name great; and thou shalt be a blessing: And I will bless them that bless thee, and curse him that curseth thee: and in thee shall all families of the earth be blessed. So Abram departed, as the LORD had spoken unto him; and Lot went with him: and Abram was seventy and five years old when he departed out of Haran.

At this point in time, God stops counting the years by the generations. At the death of Terah, when Abram is 75 years old, God makes a very important promise to Abram and the rest of the period that I call the sons of Noah is measured from this point. Therefore if the flood occurred in 2344 BC, then the year of Abraham's promise would be 1917 BC.

Now keep in mind that Satan is still trying to track down and destroy the seed, but by now men have spread over the earth by the thousands so he's probably lost the trail again. However, several miraculous happenings that occur around Abraham in Genesis 12 through 21 have probably caught the devil's attention by now. This is one reason why Abraham and his descendants face so much trouble and persecution during this period. Abraham is promised that through his seed all the world would be blessed. Paul gives us some very important insights into this promise in....

GALATIANS 3:17-18

And this I say, that the covenant, that was confirmed before of God in Christ, the law, which was four hundred and thirty years after, cannot disannul, that it should make the promise of none effect. For if the inheritance be of the law, it is no more of promise: but God gave it to Abraham by promise.

The law was given to Moses during the Exodus. Here then Paul tells us that it is 430 years from the promise of Abraham to the Exodus. According to this, and other verses, the Exodus occurred around 1487 BC. With all of this in mind, let us now return to Abraham's promise. God promised Abraham a child by Sarah. This child did not come until 25 years after the promise was made. Finally, when Abraham was 100 years old, God fulfills his first promise to him in....

GENESIS 21:2-3

For Sarah conceived, and bare Abraham a son in his old age, at the set time of which God had spoken to him. And Abraham called the name of his son that was born unto him, whom Sarah bare to him, Isaac.

Abraham's son Isaac, at the age of 60, fathers the next person in the line to Jesus in....

GENESIS 25:26

And after that came his brother out, and his hand took hold on Esau's heel; and his name was called Jacob: and Isaac was threescore years old when she bare them.

Just as with Cain, Satan corrupts Esau, and nearly corrupts Jacob, but after many years of hardship, much of which he brought upon himself, God prevailed in Jacob's life. In the process of time, Jacob would begat 12 sons. Now Satan is stumped once again. Which son will be in line to carry the seed. He must have been totally at a loss until a most unusual event takes place in....

GENESIS 37:5-11

And Joseph dreamed a dream, and he told it his brethren: and they hated him yet the more. And he said unto them, Hear, I pray you, this dream which I have dreamed: For, behold, we were binding sheaves in the field, and lo, my sheaf arose, and also stood upright; and behold, your sheaves stood round about, and made obeisance to my sheaf. And his brethren said to him, shalt thou indeed reign over us? Or shalt thou indeed have dominion over us? And they hated him yet the more for his dreams, and for his words, And he dreamed yet another dream, and told it his brethren, and said, Behold I have dreamed a dream more; and, behold, the sun and the moon and the eleven stars made obeisance to me. And he told it to his father, and to his brethren: and his father rebuked him, and said unto him, What is this dream that thou hast dreamed? Shall I and thy mother and thy brethren indeed come to bow down ourselves to thee to the earth? And his brethren envied him; but his father observed the saying.

Joseph's father, Jacob took note of what Joseph had said. You can bet that the devil did too! Satan used the envy of Joseph's brothers in an attempt to kill Joseph, and thus destroy the coming Messiah before He was even born. At the last moment, however, the brothers sell Joseph into slavery instead. While in Egypt, Satan tried to use an evil woman to get Joseph killed also. God intervenes once again and Joseph is put into prison, a place from which in time, he would arise to be the governor of all of Egypt.

God used these events to bring Jacob and his family under the protection of the nation of Egypt. In Genesis 47 we see that tremendous wealth is transferred to Egypt because Pharaoh listened to the warnings of Joseph. This caused Egypt to become the first of the world powers of the Old Testament world. All of this happened because a young man was sent to Egypt as a slave. Years later, when a Pharaoh would be raised up that knew not Joseph, all of this wealth would be given to the Egyptians slaves when God took them out of Egypt, forever destroying that nation as a world power. One of the most interesting facts in this story is that all the time that Satan spent trying to destroy the seed by destroying Joseph was time wasted. The blessing of the seed came not through Joseph, but through another of his brothers, as revealed in....

MATTHEW 1:1-2

The book of the generation of Jesus Christ, the son of David, the son of Abraham. Abraham begat Isaac; and Isaac begat Jacob; and Jacob begat Judas and his brethren.

Here we see that it is through Joseph's brother Judah, or as it is given in the Greek language Judas, that Christ came into the world. So, after all his persecution of Joseph, Satan would understand years later that it was all in vain. You think he would learn after a while, don't you?

So finally, after sojourning in Canaan for 215 years, the children of Israel would enter Egypt where they would stay for yet another 215 years. It is at the end of this time that God will call the nation of Israel out of Egypt under the leadership of Moses. At that time, in a matter of days, Egypt is stripped of all that God had given it because they, as a nation, had turned their back on God. Our own nation should take heed of this warning while there is still time to repent. There is one more point that we need to consider before we end our discussion of the sons of Noah. That is one particular person who is mentioned in....

GENESIS 46:13

And the sons of Issachar; Tola, Phuvah, and Job, and Shimron.

The person we wish to discuss here is the third son of Issachar, Job. This is the same Job who is mentioned in the book that bears his name. The book of Job was written around 150 years before the time of Moses. This makes the book of Job the oldest book in the Bible. Job lived about 700 years after the flood, around 1650 BC. The age of his book becomes very important when you consider the creature that he describes in....

JOB 40:15-18

Behold now behemoth, which I made with thee, he eateth grass as an ox. Lo now, his strength is in his loins, and his force is in the navel of his belly. He moveth his tail like a cedar: the sinews of his stones are wrapped together. His bones are as strong pieces of brass; his bones are like bars of iron.

Now, when I was a young boy, I just knew what this thing was. I had seen pictures of it in my science book at school. It was my favorite of all the dinosaurs. It was called the brontosaurus. Recently I learned that the scientists now say there was no brontosaurus. They had made a mistake, and put the wrong head on a skeleton. Later they found the right head, and now they call it an apatosaurus. They can call it whatever they want to. It will always be behemoth to me. As if that wasn't enough, the very next chapter of Job describes a giant reptile even stranger than our friend behemoth. This creature is mentioned in....

JOB 41:1

Canst thou draw out leviathan with an hook? or his tongue with a cord which thou lettest down?

The rest of this chapter describes a fearsome giant beast covered with scales. These and other huge lizards described in the Bible roamed the earth in the time of Noah and Job. for the most part, they dies out shortly after the flood. Today we call these creatures dinosaurs. Now the word dinosaur does not appear in the Bible. The reason is that this word did not exist when the Authorized King James Bible was translated. This word was created a little over a century ago, and it means big lizard. If you look in the Bible for big lizards, you can find plenty of them, as we have just seen. Today scientists say these creatures died out millions of years before man appeared on the earth. Do you ever wonder how Job could have seen them in his day, if this were true?

For years, scholars laughed at the Authorized King James Bible because it spoke of these creatures. Then some years ago, the laughter suddenly stopped as scientists began digging up the bones of these huge animals. Today we call them dinosaurs, and men readily accept the fact that they once existed. So, once again, modern man finally gets smart enough to figure out that the Bible is true, after all. As I have always said, true science will always catch up with the Bible sooner or later.

We still face one problem here however. The modern theory of evolution teaches that the dinosaurs died out millions of years before man appeared on the earth. If that is true, then how can it be that, not only the Bible, but also nearly every culture on the face of the earth have stories, legends, and even detailed drawings of dinosaurs. Of course, some are called dragons, sea serpents, behemoths, or leviathans, but the descriptions are almost all the same. How could men from all over the earth know of something that died out millions of years before any of these men were born? This is only a problem, however, if you want to believe man's latest theory of his origin. I'll stick with the word of God, thank you. It is far more accurate.

In closing, I wish to say this. As mentioned earlier, God promised Abraham a son. It was 25 years before this promise was fulfilled. God also promised a land to Abraham's children, but it was centuries before the children of Abraham would enter this land. What I am trying to say here is be patient. God will provide you with whatever it is you need, but He will do it in His own good time. He will do it at the exact moment that it is best for Him and us, and so that we wouldn't feel sorry for Abraham, the Apostle Paul tells us what else God also gave him in....

HEBREWS 11:8-10

By faith Abraham, when he was called to go out into a place which he should after receive for an inheritance, obeyed; and he went out, not knowing whither he went. By faith he sojourned in the land of promise, as in a strange country, dwelling in tabernacles with Isaac and Jacob, the heirs with him of the same promise: For he looked for a city which hath foundations, whose builder and maker is God.

 

 

THE TWO KINGDOMS

THE EXODUS OF ISRAEL-ABIB 14, 1487 BC

By faith Moses, when he was born, was hid three months of his parents, because they saw he was a proper child; and they were not afraid of the king's commandment. By faith Moses, when he was come to years, refused to be called the son of Pharaoh's daughter; Choosing rather to suffer affliction with the people of God, than to enjoy the pleasures of sin for a season; Esteeming the reproach of Christ greater riches than the treasures in Egypt: for he had respect unto the recompence of the reward. By faith he forsook Egypt, not fearing the wrath of the king: for he endured, as seeing him who is invisible. Through faith he kept the passover, and the sprinkling of blood, lest he that destroyed the firstborn should touch them. By faith they passed through the Red sea as by dry land: which the Egyptians assaying to do were drowned.

One of the most miraculous series of events in Old Testament history is called simply the Exodus. Here in Hebrews, the Apostle Paul gives us a brief outline of the story of the children of Israel and their departure from the nation of Egypt. A more detailed summary of this is given in the book of Acts. This outline ends with....

Acts 7:37-44

This is that Moses, which said unto the children of Israel, A prophet shall the Lord your God raise up unto you of your brethren, like unto me; him shall ye hear. This is he, that was in the church in the wilderness with the angel which spake to him in the mount Sina, and with our fathers: who received the lively oracles to give unto us: To whom our fathers would not obey, but thrust him from them, and in their hearts turned back again into Egypt, Saying unto Aaron, Make us gods to go before us: for [as for] this Moses, which brought us out of the land of Egypt, we wot not what is become of him. And they made a calf in those days, and offered sacrifice unto the idol, and rejoiced in the works of their own hands. Then God turned, and gave them up to worship the host of heaven; as it is written in the book of the prophets, O ye house of Israel, have ye offered to me slain beasts and sacrifices by the space of forty years in the wilderness? Yea, ye took up the tabernacle of Moloch, and the star of your god Remphan, figures which ye made to worship them: and I will carry you away beyond Babylon. Our fathers had the tabernacle of witness in the wilderness, as he had appointed, speaking unto Moses, that he should make it according to the fashion that he had seen.

In this passage Stephen under the inspiration of the Holy Ghost, tells us that the people of God who wandered in the wilderness, over 1,000 years before the birth of Jesus Christ, were called the church. For 40 years the church lived in the wilderness, until God had prepared them to possess the land that He had promised to their ancestor Abraham, over 400 years earlier. Jacob and his household entered Egypt around 1700 BC. In Egypt, at least for a while, life was very good for God's people. Why then did they ever decide to leave? A major event took place that changed the status of God's people in this land in....

Exodus 1:7-8

And the children of Israel were fruitful, and increased abundantly, and multiplied, and waxed exceeding mighty; and the land was filled with them. Now there arose up a new king over Egypt, which knew not Joseph.

This Pharaoh saw God's people as a threat to his kingdom. Satan put in Pharaoh's heart a plan to kill all the Israeli baby boys in Egypt. All through the Old Testament, one of Satan's main attacks has been against the male descendants of Adam through Abraham. This is because of a curse placed on Satan by God in....

Genesis 3:15

And I will put enmity between thee and the woman, and between thy seed and her seed; it shall bruise thy head, and thou shalt bruise his heel.

Satan knew that some day a woman would bring forth a man child who would destroy Satan's power. By the time of Moses, the descendants of Abraham, through whom the seed was also promised, were so numerous that the devil had no way of knowing which was to be his ultimate enemy, so the devil causes Pharaoh to pass a law in an attempt to destroy all the baby boys in Israel, and thus destroy his enemy, either directly, or by wiping out the lineage that would lead to Jesus' birth. This horrible deed is just another in a long line of crimes for which the devil will finally be judged and destroyed. In spite of the devil's trap, however, God sees fit that Israel does survive. He also saw to it that a very special baby boy would be born at this time. That baby's name was Moses.

Moses, who was born around 1570 BC, was ordained by God to lead the Hebrew children out of Egypt. Moses lived 120 years. His first 40 years would be spent being raised as a crown prince of Egypt, being educated in the best universities on the face of the earth at that time. His next 40 years would be spent as a shepherd in the land of Midian, where God educated him for the great work that would occupy the last 40 years of his life, leading the church in the wilderness.

Exodus chapters 7 through 12 tells of Moses' mission in Egypt before Pharaoh, trying to set God's people free. In the course of time, God would have to place 10 major plagues upon Egypt, the like of which the world had never seen, before Pharaoh would finally let God's people go. The first plague is described in ....

Exodus 7:20-21

And Moses and Aaron did so, as the LORD commanded; and he lifted up the rod, and smote the waters that were in the river, in the sight of Pharaoh, and in the sight of his servants; and all the waters that were in the river were turned to blood. And the fish that was in the river died; and the river stank, and the Egyptians could not drink of the water of the river; and there was blood throughout all the land of Egypt.

In striking at the Nile River, God was striking at much more than just a body of water. What God is really coming against is the first of 10 major gods of ancient Egypt. You see, the Nile was more than just a river to the Egyptians. These people worshipped the Nile River as the source of all life. Thus with His first plague, God shows that He is more powerful than the Nile, the river god of Egypt. This is only the beginning. After seven days of bloody water, Pharaoh still refuses to let God's people god. Now God, through Moses, brings His second plague upon Egypt.

Exodus 8:5-6

And the LORD spake unto Moses, Say unto Aaron, Stretch forth thine hand with thy rod over the streams, over the rivers, and over the ponds, and cause frogs to come up upon the land of Egypt. And Aaron stretched out his hand over the waters of Egypt; and the frogs came up, and covered the land of Egypt.

As previously mentioned, the Egyptians believed that all life sprang from the Nile River. It was believed at that time that from the mud of the banks of the Nile, life sprang up first as frogs, then developed into all other, higher life forms, including man. Put mathematically, the Egyptian belief was that "frogs + Nile = man". We laugh at such a ridiculous idea today. However, if we take the current theory of evolution and stated it in its simplest terms, we would say that "frogs + time = man". Basically we have replaced the Nile River god with Father Time, but the result is still the same. It would seem that, after a while, we would learn better, doesn't it? The second plague show that God is more powerful than evolution, whether caused by a river or by time. Up to this point, the sorcerers of Egypt are actually able to duplicate, on a smaller scale, what God is doing in the first two plagues. Things are about to change however in....

Exodus 8:16-18

And the LORD said unto Moses, Say unto Aaron, Stretch out thy rod, and smite the dust of the land, that it may become lice throughout all the land of Egypt. And they did so; for Aaron stretched out his hand with his rod, and smote the dust of the earth, and it became lice in man, and in beast; all the dust of the land became lice throughout all the land of Egypt. And the magicians did so with their enchantments to bring forth lice, but they could not: so there were lice upon man, and upon beast.


Notice that now the magicians are unable to copy God's work. The third plague shows that God is more powerful than the sorcerers of Egypt and magic in general. Pharaoh is still hard-hearted however, so now God adds another plague in....

Exodus 8:20-22

And the LORD said unto Moses, Rise up early in the morning, and stand before Pharaoh; lo, he cometh forth to the water; and say unto him, Thus saith the LORD, Let my people go, that they may serve me. Else, if thou wilt not let my people go, behold, I will send swarms of flies upon thee, and upon thy servants, and upon thy people, and into thy houses: and the houses of the Egyptians shall be full of swarms of flies, and also the ground whereon they are. And I will sever in that day the land of Goshen, in which my people dwell, that no swarms of flies shall be there; to the end thou mayest know that I am the LORD in the midst of the earth.


From now on, the children of Israel will not have to suffer from any of the remaining plagues. God first showed His power to Pharaoh, then to Pharaoh's sorcerers. Now the people of Egypt will begin to see for themselves that the people of the true God of all the earth are spared from the plagues, thus giving all Egyptians a chance to believe in the living God. With plague number 4, God shows that He is indeed the Lord of all of the earth. Pharaoh still will not let God's people go, so God brings forth a 5th plague in....

Exodus 9:3-4

Behold, the hand of the LORD is upon thy cattle which is in the field, upon the horses, upon the asses, upon the camels, upon the oxen, and upon the sheep: there shall be a very grievous murrain. And the LORD shall sever between the cattle of Israel and the cattle of Egypt: and there shall nothing die of all that is the children's of Israel.


You may wonder why God struck the cattle. Part of Mystery Babylon's doctrine from the beginning of time has been that "thou shalt not surely die". In Egypt, people believed that men did not "surely die" but came back to life in another body, sometimes as an animal. Today this belief is called transmigration. The Egyptians worshipped animals because they believed them to be their own ancestors. This belief is still prevalent in the Far East today. In India people are starving to death, yet they will not eat the cattle around them for fear of being guilty of devouring one of their ancestors. This belief also followed Israel into the wilderness when Israel rebelled and worshipped the golden calf. Here God shows us that He is more powerful than  ancestor worship and other teachings of reincarnation. 

Exodus 9:10-11 

And they took ashes of the furnace, and stood before Pharaoh; and Moses sprinkled it up toward heaven; and it became a boil breaking forth with blains upon man, and upon beast. And the magicians could not stand before Moses because of the boils; for the boil was upon the magicians, and upon all the Egyptians. 


Notice that now not only are the magicians beaten, but they are also afflicted by this plague themselves. You might say that God is literally rubbing salt in their wounds! Once again, Moses states God's command to Pharaoh, let my people go. It is the hardness of Pharaoh's heart that is causing all of this misery for his people. Now even Pharaoh, the great king of Egypt, is struck with a plague. God shows here that He is more powerful than Pharaoh and his magicians. Pharaoh's hard heart will finally cause the destruction of his nation as a world power. Don't blame Pharaoh too much though. A lot of us are just as hard-hearted today! 

Exodus 9:18-21 

Behold, to morrow about this time I will cause it to rain a very grievous hail, such as hath not been in Egypt since the foundation thereof even until now. Send therefore now, and gather thy cattle, and all that thou hast in the field; for upon every man and beast which shall be found in the field, and shall not be brought home, the hail shall come down upon them, and they shall die. He that feared the word of the LORD among the servants of Pharaoh made his servants and his cattle flee into the houses: And he that regarded not the word of the LORD left his servants and his cattle in the field.


Did you hear that? some of Pharaoh's servants now believe in God. They have tapped into the message that God is giving to Egypt, and now they have saving faith just like Israel. In fact, quite a few Egyptians would follow Israel into the wilderness when they leave. You hear about them later on in Leviticus and Numbers. They are called the mixed multitude. 


God warns in His word that we should not worship the host of heaven. That is the point of attack of the seventh plague. Here God shows he is the Lord of the heavens also. 


Imagine at this point that you are the average Egyptian in the street. You have been struck with swarms of flies. Your cattle have died. You're covered with boils. Now fiery hail is destroying your land. Yet just a little ways down the road are your Hebrew neighbors in Goshen. Down there, no flies. Their cattle are healthy. They are not sick, and now the sun shines while your home is getting wiped out by fiery hail from heaven. No wonder the Egyptians began to believe. Forget about Pharaoh! Any Egyptian would have to be terribly hard-hearted and downright hard-headed not to see what God is saying. You see, those plagues weren't just to save Israel. God could have brought them out the first day Moses went into Egypt, if He had wanted to.  The point is that God loved the Egyptians too. he didn't want them to go to hell either. Ain't God good? 

Exodus 10:12 

And the LORD said unto Moses, Stretch out thine hand over the land of Egypt for the locusts, that they may come up upon the land of Egypt, and eat every herb of the land, even all that the hail hath left.


God has struck the animals, the heavens, even the people themselves. Now He strikes the earth. Yes, the Egyptians worshipped the earth too. Most ancient cultures did. You can see that this was part of the thinking of our Gentile ancestors every time you hear the phrase "Mother Nature". We used to even see television commercials about it. Centuries ago, however, it wasn't just a joke. People used to bow to idols of mother earth. In fact, the concept is coming back again in certain parts of the New Age movement. With this plague, God shows that he is more powerful than Mother Nature. 


Another important point here is how God strikes the earth. The locust destroyed the crops of Egypt. In Genesis 47, God used Joseph to make Egypt the richest nation in the world. They became rich because of the grain that they saved up for seven years before a great famine struck the land. Now God strips Egypt of the very thing that He had used to make them rich and powerful. As Job said, "The LORD giveth and the LORD taketh away. Blessed be the name of the LORD." In spite of all this, Pharaoh still refuses to let God's people go. 

Exodus 10:21-23 

And the LORD said unto Moses, Stretch out thine hand toward heaven, that there may be darkness over the land of Egypt, even darkness which may be felt. And Moses stretched forth his hand toward heaven; and there was a thick darkness in all the land of Egypt three days: They saw not one another, neither rose any from his place for three days: but all the children of Israel had light in their dwellings.


Now here God is drawing the most detailed picture to date of the situation facing everyone here. The apostle John draws a similar picture in.... 

John 1:5 

And the light shineth in darkness; and the darkness comprehended it not.


There is a war going on here! The kingdom of light is battling the kingdom of darkness, and in this ninth plague, God is clearly showing which side everyone is on. You've got to admit, even if you were the most hard-hearted man in Egypt, you would have something to ponder if everywhere there is darkness, yet when you look over at your Hebrew neighbor's house, it's lit up like a Christmas tree. You see, the Egyptians also worshipped the sun as a god. His name was Amon-Ra. Here God shows that he is more powerful than Amon-Ra, one of the two most powerful gods in the entire Egyptian pantheon. God is also giving all the Egyptians one last chance to repent before His final judgment must fall. Still, Pharaoh will not repent. Therefore God pours out the last and greatest of His plagues. 

Exodus 12:29-31 

And it came to pass, that at midnight the LORD smote all the firstborn in the land of Egypt, from the firstborn of Pharaoh sthat sat on his throne unto the firstborn of the captive that was in the dungeon; and all the firstborn of cattle. And Pharaoh rose up in the night, he, and all his servants, and all the Egyptians; and there was a great cry in Egypt; for there was not a house where there was not one dead. And he called for Moses and Aaron by night, and said, Rise and, and get you forth from among my people, both ye and the children of Israel; and go, serve the LORD, as ye have said.


Pharaoh finally gets the point, but at what a cost! The heart of his entire nation is broken as all of their firstborn children lie dead. Remember, our story began with Pharaoh killing all the baby boys of Israel. Now Pharaoh's first wicked judgment has been turned back upon his own people. You see, the power of death is also one of the major gods of Egypt. His name was Set. This dark god was the counterpart of Amon-Ra, the sun god. In this last plague, God shows that He is more powerful than Set, the god of death. 


It is on this night that the first Hebrew holy day is established. It is called passover. God the Jews to kill a lamb and place its blood on the top and sides of the doorway in each home. If you visualize this in your mind, you can clearly see that those bloody marks would perfectly correspond to the wounds that Jesus would suffer while He hung on the cross. Centuries before it occurred, God gives His people a perfect picture of the price He would pay for our redemption. Praise His holy name! Keep in mind also whom God is executing judgment against, as is shown in.... 

Exodus 12:12 

For I will pass through the land of Egypt this night, and will smite all the firstborn in the land of Egypt, both man and beast; and against all the gods of Egypt I will execute judgment: I am the LORD. 


You see the problem in Egypt was that it had fallen victim to Mystery Babylon, and worshipped all manner of false gods, turning away from the one true God. Time and again the nations of this world have fallen into this trap. For instance, the apostle Paul faced this same problem in the nation of Greece in.... 

Acts 17:15-16 

And they that conducted Paul brought him unto Athens: and receiving a commandment unto Silas and Timotheus for to come to him with all speed, they departed. Now while Paul waited for them at Athens, his spirit was stirred in him, when he saw the city wholly given to idolatry.


Now idolatry is the worship of many gods. An idol is simply a statue built to honor a god that has become the object of worship by the people. This sin is addressed by God in the second of the ten commandments, when He states that we should not make any graven images or bow down to them. Idolatry is one of the basic doctrines of Mystery Babylon. You can find it on every continent on the face of the earth. It matters not if it is the temples of Asia, or the jungles of Africa, or the cathedrals of Europe and America. It is sin and God hates it. 


Finally God's people begin to leave Egypt. Then, one last time, Pharaoh tries to stop, and this time destroy, Israel. We all know the story of how God parted the Red Sea and destroyed Pharaoh's army. We need to really stop and think about this. Here we see the most powerful nation on the planet. Within a few short days, this nation's economy collapses; its families are left heart-broken; its cattle, land, and crops are destroyed; its wealth carried away; and its army totally annihilated! This, I feel, should really be considered by our own nation today. It happened to Egypt. Its happened to many others. If we do not turn back to God, He may also see fit to have the same thing happen to us! 


The last part of the book of Exodus, along with Leviticus, is given primarily to the building of the tabernacle and the Hebrew sacrifice system. The tabernacle was a large tent that God had the people build in the wilderness. Everything in the tabernacle and the services connected with it were types and shadows concerning God, and particularly the coming Messiah, Jesus Christ. A short walk through the tabernacle will show us just how much there is in it that tells us about the Lord. 


As we approach the tabernacle, we first must enter the court. This is the yard surrounding the tent itself. The court is enclosed by linen curtains. Once we've entered the court, the first thing that we see is the brazen altar. This altar is made of brass and was made for the sacrificing of animals as is shown in.... 

Leviticus 1:2-3 

Speak unto the children of Israel, and say unto them, If any man of you bring an offering unto the LORD, ye shall bring your offering of the cattle, even of the herd, and of the flock. If his offering be a burnt sacrifice of the herd, let him offer a male without blemish: he shall offer it of his own voluntary will at the door of the tabernacle of the congregation before the LORD.


All of the sacrifices of Israel pointed to the ultimate sacrifice Jesus Christ, the Lamb of God, the male without blemish. Beyond the altar we next see a large, round laver. The lave is also made of brass and it is filled with water. Anyone entering the tabernacle must first be washed at the laver. This was for the purpose of purification. Today, after we have believe on God's sacrifice, we are purified by the washing of the water of the word.


We are now past the laver and stand before the door of the tabernacle. There was only one door to the tabernacle. That door also represents Jesus. Jesus is the only door, and none cometh to the Father buy by Him. At this point we enter the tabernacle itself.


The first part of the tabernacle is called the sanctuary. In front of us sits a incense altar. One our right is a table that has shewbread and wine upon it. On our left is a large candlestick which uses olive oil to give light to the sanctuary. All of these objects are made of gold.


The New Testament tells us that incense represents the prayers of the saints. Jesus taught us to pray to our Father who art in heaven. The table of shewbread and wine represents the body and blood of Jesus Christ. In the Holy Scriptures, the oil which here is in the candlestick, represents the Holy Spirit. So here in the sanctuary we can see all three parts of the Godhead represented; the Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghost.


Directly behind the incense altar, there is a curtain that stretches completely across the tent. This curtain God called the veil, and it is described in....

Exodus 26:31

And thou shalt make a vail of blue, and purple, and scarlet, and fine twined linen of cunning work: with cherubims shall it be made:


The very colors that God placed on the veil testify of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ. In the scriptures, the color blue represents heaven. Purple is the color of a king. Scarlet, or red, is the color of blood. Linen, or white, represents purity. When you put these together they give forth an almost unbelievable statement about Jesus. What they say is this. From heaven (blue) will come a king (purple), who will shed his blood (scarlet) to make us pure (linen). Many centuries later, Jesus Himself would be born to fulfill this colorful prophecy right down to the letter.


Behind the veil is another area. This area was so holy that only the high priest could enter here, and he could only enter it once a year. This was on the day of atonement when he brought the blood of the sacrifice and poured it over the most holy of the objects in the tabernacle. Paul describes this object in ...

Hebrews 9:3-4

And after the second veil, the tabernacle which is called the Holiest of all; Which had the golden censer, and the ark of the covenant overlaid round about with gold, wherein [was] the golden pot that had manna, and Aaron's rod that budded, and the tables of the covenant;


As stated in this text, there was only one ark of the covenant, and it contained three very special objects. This three-in-one relationship is a direct reference to the Godhead. The tables that contained the ten commandments the Father who gave the law to Moses. The pot of manna is also a reference to God. Manna was the bread that God sent down from heaven to feed the children of Israel in the wilderness. Jesus tells us what this bread represents in....

John 6:49-51

Your fathers did eat manna in the wilderness, and are dead. This is the bread which cometh down from heaven, that a man may eat thereof, and not die. I am the living bread which came down from heaven: if any man eat of this bread, he shall live for ever: and the bread that I will give is my flesh, which I will give for the life of the world.


Therefore the pot of manna represents Jesus, the Son of God, the bread of heaven. Finally we come to Aaron's rod. God performed a miracle when He brought this dead stick back to life. This also calls to mind a statement by the apostle Paul in....

Romans 8:11

But if the Spirit of him that raised up Jesus from the dead dwell in you, he that raised up Christ from the dead shall also quicken your mortal bodies by his Spirit that dwelleth in you.


So here we have a complete picture of the tabernacle. Now let's go back and review just what the tabernacle has to say about God, and Jesus in particular. First, it says that He is our sacrifice. It says He would be a male without blemish. He is the only door. He is the bread of life. He is the king who will come from heaven to shed His blood to make us pure. Finally, He is one part of the three-in-one, the Godhead. Did you hear all that? When God gave Moses the pattern for the tabernacle, He was giving him a miraculous description of His coming Son. The only place in the Bible where a more complete picture of Jesus is given is in the gospels and, keep in mind, God gave all this to Moses about 1,500 years before Jesus was born. Hallelujah! Yes, my friends, there can be no doubt. Jesus Christ is the hero of this book from cover to cover.


The book of Numbers tells of the nation of Israel as it traveled in the wilderness. God starts out Numbers in a strange way. He spends the first four chapters of the book just tell the people how to lay out the camp that they would live in while in the wilderness. Now, don't take my word for this. Try it out for yourself. If you will take a little time and draw out the camp as described in the first four chapters of Numbers you will see that the camp lays out into the perfect form of a cross! Hundreds of years before Christ came, God had His people lay out their camp into the shape of a huge cross, roughly ten miles wide and ten miles long. Can you imagine? For forty years, God had a gigantic cross laid out in the Sinai desert for all to see.


If you read the story of Balaam in Numbers 22-24, you will see that Balaam was sent upon a mountain to look down and curse the people of Israel. When he looked down on God's people what did he see? He saw a huge cross stretched across the desert floor, then God told him to lay off! God help us all today to see Jesus in everything that we do. As Paul put it in....

Colossians 2:6-9 

As ye have therefore received Christ Jesus the Lord, so walk ye in him: Rooted and built up in him, and stablished in the faith, as ye have been taught, abounding therein with thanksgiving. Beware lest any man spoil you through philosophy and vain deceit, after the tradition of men, after the rudiments of the world, and not after Christ. For in him dwelleth all the fulness of the Godhead bodily. 

 

THE TWO KINGDOMS

THE JUDGES OF ISRAEL-1487 BC to 1008 BC

Hebrews 11:30-34

By faith the walls of Jericho fell down, after they were compassed about seven days. By faith the harlot Rahab perished not with them that believed not, when she had received the spies with peace. And what shall I more say? for the time would fail me to tell of Gedeon, and of Barak, and of Samson, and of Jephthae; of David also, and Samuel, and of the prophets: Who through faith subdued kingdoms, wrought righteousness, obtained promises, stopped the mouths of lions, Quenched the violence of fire, escaped the edge of the sword, out of weakness were made strong, waxed valiant in fight, turned to flight the armies of the aliens.


Here, in a few short verses, the Apostle Paul describes a period in the history of Israel that is commonly called the judges. this period is covered by the Old Testament books of Deuteronomy, Joshua, Judges, and Ruth; and covers a total of 479 years. While Paul spoke of the heroes of this time, the book that bears the name of this period paints a very different picture.

Judges 17:6

In those days there was no king in Israel, but every man did that which was right in his own eyes.


The stories that follow this verse tell of the idolatry, violence, and perversion of a people who had been rescued from the slavery of Egypt only to become, for the most part, slaves to the sin in their new God-given homeland. What caused this problem with Israel, and with all earthly nations is described in....

Deuteronomy 5:28-29

And the LORD heard the voice of your words, when ye spake unto me; and the LORD said unto me, I have heard the voice of the words of this people, which they have spoken unto thee: they have well said all that they have spoken. O that there were such an heart in them, that they would fear me, and keep all my commandments always, that it might be well with them, and with their children for ever! 

You see, the problem with the nation of Israel is the same problem that we all suffer from. We have terminal heart trouble! In spite of their heart trouble, God would still try, time and again, to put His people back on the right path. Why did God spend so much time with this rebellious crowd? After all He had all the nations of the world to choose from. God tells us why He did this in....

Deuteronomy 14:2

For thou art an holy people unto the LORD thy God, and the LORD hath chosen thee to be a peculiar people unto himself, above all the nations of the earth.


The reason that Israel is so special is that they were descended from a very special man. This man's name was Abraham and God had made a promise to Abraham in....

Genesis 15:5-7

And he brought him forth abroad, and said, Look now toward heaven, and tell the stars, if thou be able to number them: and he said unto him, So shall thy seed be. And he believed in the LORD; and he counted it to him for righteousness. And he said unto him, I am the LORD that brought thee out of Ur of the Chaldees, to give thee this land to inherit it.


The land that God is speaking of here is Canaan. After its conquest by the Jews, its name is changed to Israel. Even this promise, however, is only part of a much larger picture. Abraham is only one man in a very unique lineage. This lineage stretched all the back through Noah and his godly son Shem to Adam and his godly son Seth. It would stretch forward into the future and would end with the birth of Jesus Christ. By the time of Moses, Satan has tried for over 2,500 years to totally wipe out this line of people. He wanted them destroyed because he knew from this line of men would come One whom he deathly feared. God had told him that this man would come forth one day in....

Genesis 3:15

And I will put enmity between thee and the woman, and between thy seed and her seed; it shall bruise thy head, and thou shalt bruise his heel.


Since that day, Satan's main aim on earth has been to destroy this seed, and thus not lost his strangle hold on the people of the earth. During this time, Satan has deceived almost all of the world into worshipping him, as God shows us in....

Deuteronomy 32:17-18

They sacrificed unto devils, not to God; to gods whom they knew not, to new gods that came newly up, whom your fathers feared not. Of the Rock that begat thee thou art unmindful, and hast forgotten God that formed thee.


For this reason, God brought the children of Israel out of Egypt, and for 40 years, kept them isolated in the wilderness of Sinai. Here He taught them to worship the only true God under the leadership of Moses. All of the adult generation of the nation of Israel that entered the wilderness died, and all of the idolatrous practices that they had learned in Egypt died with them. Finally the people are ready to enter Canaan. Moses is not allowed to lead them in however. The reason for this is given in....

Deuteronomy 32:51-52

Because ye trespassed against me among the children of Israel at the waters of Meribahkadesh, in the wilderness of Zin; because ye sanctified me not in the midst of the children of Israel. Yet thou shalt see the land before thee; but thou shalt not go thither unto the land which I give the children of Israel.


Moses died there in the mountains of Moab, and God buried him so no man could find his grave. God then chooses Joshua to lead the people into the promised land. Actually it is not Joshua or Moses who was really leading God's people as we see in....

Acts 7:44-45

Our fathers had the tabernacle of witness in the wilderness, as he had appointed, speaking unto Moses, that he should make it according to the fashion that he had seen. Which also our fathers that came after brought in with Jesus into the possession of the Gentiles, whom God drave out before the face of our fathers, unto the days of David;


One reason that God did not allow Moses to enter into the promised land was so that the people would realize that it was not Moses, Joshua, or any other man who was truly leading them. As Stephen tells us here, we must look to our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ for our leadership today, just as Israel did when they entered the promised land of Canaan.


With the death of Moses, the new leader Joshua is suddenly faced with a terrible problem. Here we have a people who have always looked to Moses for leadership. Now the people are left alone in the wilderness with an entire country full of enemies before them. Before they can even enter the land, they must first cross the Jordan River, which is a flood tide at this time of year. It is at this point that God shows them that He is still with them. God tells Joshua to lead the people right up to the water's edge. Then God takes over in....

Joshua 3:15-17

And as they that bare the ark were come unto Jordan, and the feet of the priests that bare the ark were dipped in the brim of the water, (for Jordan overfloweth all his banks all the time of harvest,) That the waters which came down from above stood [and] rose up upon an heap very far from the city Adam, that is beside Zaretan: and those that came down toward the sea of the plain, even the salt sea, failed, and were cut off: and the people passed over right against Jericho. And the priests that bare the ark of the covenant of the LORD stood firm on dry ground in the midst of Jordan, and all the Israelites passed over on dry ground, until all the people were passed clean over Jordan. 


Of all the miracles that were performed by God through Moses, the greatest of them all had been the parting of the Red Sea. Here God lets His people know that this same power is still with them. What a wonderful God we serve! Now the people must face their first battle. Before them stands Jericho, a great city surrounded by immense walls of stone. How could they ever hope to conquer this? Would they use grapples, ladders, or battering rams? No, God's directions are very different from what any other good military leader might suggest. He tells Joshua to have the people simply march around the city. They do this once a day for six days. One the seventh day, God tell them to march around seven times. Then He tells them to blow their trumpets and give a mighty shout, for the Lord had given them the city. The result of these seemingly useless maneuvers is given in...

Joshua 6:20

So the people shouted when the priests blew with the trumpets: and it came to pass, when the people heard the sound of the trumpet, and the people shouted with a great shout, that the wall fell down flat, so that the people went up into the city, every man straight before him, and they took the city. 


By God's command, everyone in this city is slaughtered, with the exception of one woman and her family. The woman's name is Rahab and she was spared because she had hidden the spies of Israel when they were in Jericho. This lady joins the people of God and later, when she marries, she becomes a very important factor in the big picture of the gospel, according to....

Matthew 1:5

And Salmon begat Booz of Rachab; and Booz begat Obed of Ruth; and Obed begat Jesse;


Now Jesse was the father of David the king of Israel. So Rahab, because of her faith, became the great-great-grandmother of King David. Thus she would ultimately become an ancestor of Jesus Christ Himself! Under Joshua's leadership, Israel conquered the thirty-one kings in the land of Canaan. Then the land was divided between the twelve tribes of Israel. By the way, did you know that there were actually thirteen tribes of Israel at this time? Back in Genesis when Jacob was blessing his twelve sons, God had him also bless his two grandsons, Ephraim and Manasseh, so that his son Joseph would receive a double blessing. Thus these two boys became equal heirs with the eleven uncles. However, when God had them divide the land, He told them to make only twelve divisions. The reason for this was that one tribe, Levy, had been chosen by God to be His priests. Their inheritance then became something much more important then mere land, as we see in....

Joshua 13:33

But unto the tribe of Levi Moses gave not any inheritance: the LORD God of Israel was their inheritance, as he said unto them. 


Although the Levites technically received no land, God did give them special cities spread throughout Israel for them to live in. This was done so that the Levites would be spread all among the people of God so that they could teach them. Certain of these cities also served a dual purpose. These were called cities of refuge. In Israel, if someone was killed, it was the duty of the next of kin of the victim to execute the murderer. The cities of refuge were a haven that the murderer could flee to until it could be determined whether or not the death was accidental. If the murder was intentional, the murderer was given up to be executed. If the murder was accidental, the murderer was safe as long as he remained in the city of refuge. If he ever left there, however, the victim's next of kin could execute him. The murderer had to live in the city of refuge until his death, or until....

Joshua 20:6

And he shall dwell in that city, until he stand before the congregation for judgment, and until the death of the high priest that shall be in those days: then shall the slayer return, and come unto his own city, and unto his own house, unto the city from whence he fled. 


The death of the high priest would free the murderer from the death he had caused. This is a very beautiful type and shadow of Jesus Christ, our high priest who died to free us from sin. Here we see yet another wonderful example of how Old Testament events pointed to the coming of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. After many years, the land is conquered and divided among the twelve tribes of Israel. Joshua's job is now finished. The book of Joshua ends with his death at the age of 110. The book of Judges picks up at this point. God's people ask for guidance after Joshua dies. Their prayer is answered when God sends an angel in....

Judges 2:1-4

And an angel of the LORD came up from Gilgal to Bochim, and said, I made you to go up out of Egypt, and have brought you unto the land which I sware unto your fathers; and I said, I will never break my covenant with you. And ye shall make no league with the inhabitants of this land; ye shall throw down their altars: but ye have not obeyed my voice: why have ye done this? Wherefore I also said, I will not drive them out from before you; but they shall be as thorns in your sides, and their gods shall be a snare unto you. And it came to pass, when the angel of the LORD spake these words unto all the children of Israel, that the people lifted up their voice, and wept.


When the people had first entered Canaan, God had instructed them to utterly destroy and drive out all the people that they found there. This reason for this was understandable. The Canaanites were a very wicked people. They practiced the sacrifice of their own babies to their pagan gods. Their sexual perversions included using small children and animals in their sex orgies. God wanted these people driven from the land so that His people would not fall prey to their evil ways. Instead of following God's orders, the people made treaties with many of their enemies, thus allowing their own children to be raised to learn of the evil Canaanite ways.


All throughout the book of Judges, the Israelites are constantly fighting and being conquered by first one, and then another of their enemies. God did not desert His people however. At the appropriate time, God would raise up leaders called judges who would gather the people and defeat their enemies. The list of the names of the judges includes men like Othniel, Ehud, and Shamgar, There was at least one woman judge named Deborah who led Israel to victory against wicked King Jabin. There was also Gideon who helped defeat the Midianites. After Gideon's time as judge ended, for a short time, a new thing appeared in Israel. A man called Abimelech sought to become the first king of Israel. The people had first asked Gideon to be their king, but his was reply to this was short and sweet, as we see in....

Judges 8:23

And Gideon said unto them, I will not rule over you, neither shall my son rule over you: the LORD shall rule over you.


So the people chose Abimelech to be their king. He ruled over Israel for only three years, then was killed. After Abimelech, other judges arose including Tola, Jair, Jepthah, Ibzan, and Abdon. After these came the most well know of all the judges of this time in Israel. His name was Samson. Everyone has heard of Samson. Samson, with the strength of many men. Samson, who killed a lion with his bare hands. Samson, who killed the Philistines by the hundreds. Even the mighty Samson had a fatal flaw however. Samson's weakness was his desire for wine and women. His heart was stolen by Delilah who ultimately learned the source of his great strength. When Samson finally told her that his strength lay in his long hair, it proved to be his undoing. However, contrary to popular belief, Delilah was not the person who cut Samson's hair, as we can see in....

Judges 16:19-21

And she made him sleep upon her knees; and she called for a man, and she caused him to shave off the seven locks of his head; and she began to afflict him, and his strength went from him. And she said, The Philistines be upon thee, Samson. And he awoke out of his sleep, and said, I will go out as at other times before, and shake myself. And he wist not that the LORD was departed from him. But the Philistines took him, and put out his eyes, and brought him down to Gaza, and bound him with fetters of brass; and he did grind in the prison house.


Here we have poor Samson, sold out by the one person he trusted and loved. Many people can share their own experiences about this kind of pain. In the end, we must all learn that only God will never leave us nor forsake us. Samson learned this the hard way. When he is at his lowest, however, God hears his cry and gives Samson back his great strength one last time.

Judges 16:29-30

And Samson took hold of the two middle pillars upon which the house stood, and on which it was borne up, of the one with his right hand, and of the other with his left. And Samson said, Let me die with the Philistines. And he bowed himself with all his might; and the house fell upon the lords, and upon all the people that were therein. So the dead which he slew at his death were more than they which he slew in his life.


The entire period covered by the book of Judges is a total of 299 years. This is no short period of time, when you consider that it is longer than the United States has been a nation. The last five chapters of Judges goes back and reviews these years one last time to show just how evil the people had become. One story in this section is almost identical to the story of Sodom of Gomorrah. This shows us just how far this people had drifted from God. Today we have an entire philosophy based on the phrase, "If it feels good, do it!". This current philosophy is not unlike the one we see repeated in the last verse of the book of Judges....

Judges 21:25

In those days there was no king in Israel: every man did that which was right in his own eyes.


The little book of Ruth tells the story of some of the people who lived during the time of the judges. It begins with the sad story of Naomi, a woman who left Israel with her family because of a famine in....

Ruth 1:1-5

Now it came to pass in the days when the judges ruled, that there was a famine in the land. And a certain man of Bethlehemjudah went to sojourn in the country of Moab, he, and his wife, and his two sons. And the name of the man was Elimelech, and the name of his wife Naomi, and the name of his two sons Mahlon and Chilion, Ephrathites of Bethlehemjudah. And they came into the country of Moab, and continued there. And Elimelech Naomi's husband died; and she was left, and her two sons. And they took them wives of the women of Moab; the name of the one was Orpah, and the name of the other Ruth: and they dwelled there about ten years. And Mahlon and Chilion died also both of them; and the woman was left of her two sons and her husband.


After all of this tragedy, Naomi decides to returns to her homeland. One of the daughters-in-law named Ruth will not let Naomi leave alone, for as she puts it in....

Ruth 1:16

And Ruth said, Intreat me not to leave thee, or to return from following after thee: for whither thou goest, I will go; and where thou lodgest, I will lodge: thy people shall be my people, and thy God my God:


Ruth, who was raised in Moab, has learned of God from Naomi and her family. She does not want to return to her old life, but wants to learn about the God of Israel. Don't you wish that there were more people like that today!
So Ruth goes with Naomi to Israel. Here she learns of the Jewish social security system. Ye see, God has commanded those who are fortunate enough to be blessed with good crops to leave some of the crops in the field for those less fortunate. Now the poor had to do some work to get it. They have to go into the fields and glean the crops that they want for themselves. Now Naomi is too old to do this so it is Ruth who goes to glean the fields. On her first day she works in the fields belonging to a man named Boaz. Boaz happens to see Ruth as she is working and directs his men to help Ruth in her efforts. She finally comes home at the end of the day loaded down with a large amount of grain and Naomi is astounded. Then she questions Ruth in....

Ruth 2:19-20

And her mother in law said unto her, Where hast thou gleaned to day? and where wroughtest thou? blessed be he that did take knowledge of thee. And she shewed her mother in law with whom she had wrought, and said, The man's name with whom I wrought to day is Boaz. And Naomi said unto her daughter in law, Blessed be he of the LORD, who hath not left off his kindness to the living and to the dead. And Naomi said unto her, The man is near of kin unto us, one of our next kinsmen.


When Naomi hears Ruth's answer, she becomes very excited. She has a right to be. Naomi realizes that Boaz is one of their near kinsmen. In the Mosaic law, God gives a provision called the kinsman redeemer. When anyone in Israel falls on hard times, it is the responsibility of the nearest kinsman to help them out. This responsibility takes three forms. If a man in Israel falls victim to his debts and becomes bankrupt, then the nearest kinsman would have the responsibility of paying off the debts for them. If a man in Israel were murdered, the nearest kinsman became what was called the avenger of blood and it was his responsibility to kill the murderer. Finally if a man in Israel was married and died childless, the nearest kinsman would have the responsibility of marrying his widow, and raising up a son to receive the dead man's inheritance. 


There were three qualifications that a man had to meet to become a kinsman redeemer. First, he had to be the nearest of kin to the man involved. Second, he had to be able to accomplish whatever was required. For instance, if a man was a million dollars in debt, the kinsman redeemer had to be able to pay off the million dollar debt. Third, he had to be willing to take on the responsibility of the kinsman redeemer. If he were not, it then fell to the next nearest kinsman and so on until someone could be found that met all three requirements.


Naomi decides to attempt to get Boaz to take on the responsibility of being their kinsman redeemer. For this purpose, she waits until time for the threshing of the wheat. At this time, the men would take the harvested grain to a level place that they called the threshing floor. Here they would crush the wheat to break off the hulls. They would then throw the wheat into the air, and use the wind and fans to blow the hulls, also called the chaff, away from the good kernels of wheat. They would then store the good grain and burn up the chaff that remained. John the Baptist used this process as an example to describe the coming of Jesus Christ in....

Matthew 3:11-12

I indeed baptize you with water unto repentance: but he that cometh after me is mightier than I, whose shoes I am not worthy to bear: he shall baptize you with the Holy Ghost, and with fire: Whose fan is in his hand, and he will throughly purge his floor, and gather his wheat into the garner; but he will burn up the chaff with unquenchable fire.


Here we see John telling the people that Jesus is coming to the world with two types of baptism. One is the Holy Ghost or salvation. The other is fire or hell. Every man and woman on the face of the earth must decide which they want to receive. To refuse is to choose hell, the final abode of the lost of all ages.  Naomi explains to Ruth how to ask Boaz to help them by being their kinsman redeemer in....

Ruth 3:3-4

Wash thyself therefore, and anoint thee, and put thy raiment upon thee, and get thee down to the floor: but make not thyself known unto the man, until he shall have done eating and drinking. And it shall be, when he lieth down, that thou shalt mark the place where he shall lie, and thou shalt go in, and uncover his feet, and lay thee down; and he will tell thee what thou shalt do.


Needless to say, Boaz is shocked when he finds this beautiful young woman laying at his feet in the middle of the night. He understands what she is suggesting and says that he will help her. Then he sends her home to Noami loaded down with grain. This shows Naomi that he will help them, as she puts is in....

Ruth 3:18

Then said she, Sit still, my daughter, until thou know how the matter will fall: for the man will not be in rest, until he have finished the thing this day.


As soon as the sun is up, Boaz seeks out the city elders. You see, there is still one problem. There is one man who is nearer kin to Naomi than Boaz is. For that reason, Boaz goes to seek out this man to do what we call at home some good old country trading....

Ruth 4:3-6

And he said unto the kinsman, Naomi, that is come again out of the country of Moab, selleth a parcel of land, which was our brother Elimelech's: And I thought to advertise thee, saying, Buy it before the inhabitants, and before the elders of my people. If thou wilt redeem it, redeem it: but if thou wilt not redeem it, then tell me, that I may know: for there is none to redeem it beside thee; and I am after thee. And he said, I will redeem it. Then said Boaz, What day thou buyest the field of the hand of Naomi, thou must buy it also of Ruth the Moabitess, the wife of the dead, to raise up the name of the dead upon his inheritance. And the kinsman said, I cannot redeem it for myself, lest I mar mine own inheritance: redeem thou my right to thyself; for I cannot redeem it.


No sooner does the nearest kinsman refuse the responsibility of being the kinsman redeemer, Boaz then publicly declares to the elders of the city his intention to redeem Naomi's property and marry Ruth. So everyone lives happily ever after. While this is a lovely story, you might wonder just why this story is included in the Holy Scriptures. The true significance of this story becomes evident in its closing chapter. Here we see that Ruth becomes of the mother of Obed. Then we are told in....

Ruth 4:22

And Obed begat Jesse, and Jesse begat David.


In other words, because of Ruth's faithfulness, she becomes the great-grandmother of King David of Israel. There is still a greater significance that would not become known for another thousand years. We are shown this in....

Matthew 1:1

The book of the generation of Jesus Christ, the son of David, the son of Abraham.


So here once again, the story told in the book of Ruth finally points us to our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. It actually points us to Him in another way also. The Old Testament principle of the kinsman redeemer applies to God just like it does to us. You see, God has always wanted to be our kinsman redeemer, but He had to meet the qualifications just like everyone else did. He has always been willing. He has also always been able. The problem was that He was not one of our kinsmen. It wasn't until Jesus Christ, the second person in the Godhead, became a man that He could truly say that He was our next of kin. So the whole idea od the kinsman redeemer, just like the rest of the Bible, actually points to Jesus Christ, our Savior and Redeemer. Don't you just love it!


For me one of the most important points made by this story, and the story of Rahab, is that faith can work wonders. Because of their faith in God, Rahab the harlot and Ruth the Moabitess became part of the lineage that would ultimately lead to Jesus Christ. So take heart! Whatever Satan may try to do to you, or whatever your past may have been, be secure in the knowledge that, if your faith is now in Jesus Christ, your future is safe within the arms of God, as the Apostle Paul put it so aptly in....

Hebrews 12:1-2

Wherefore seeing we also are compassed about with so great a cloud of witnesses, let us lay aside every weight, and the sin which doth so easily beset us, and let us run with patience the race that is set before us, Looking unto Jesus the author and finisher of our faith; who for the joy that was set before him endured the cross, despising the shame, and is set down at the right hand of the throne of God.

 

 

 

THE TWO KINGDOMS

THE BUILDING OF THE TEMPLE-ZIF 2,1008 BC

I KINGS 6:1

And it came to pass in the four hundred and eightieth year after the children of Israel were come out of the land of Egypt, in the fourth year of Solomon's reign over Israel, in the month Zif, which is the second month, that he began to build the house of the LORD.

With this simple statement, we are introduced to one of the most fascinating events of the Old Testament, the building of the temple in Jerusalem. Israel has become a new nation in the Middle East, and had entered their new homeland. As we have already seen, the events that culminated with the building of the temple had begun centuries before, when Moses led the children of Israel out of Egyptian bondage. For forty years, the people had lived in the wilderness of Zin.  Finally, lead by Joshua, the people enters Canaan, the land promised to their ancestor Abraham some five hundred years earlier. After Joshua's death, for nearly three hundred years, Israel was ruled by the judges. The birth of the last of these judges is chronicled in....

I SAMUEL 1:20

Wherefore it came to pass, when the time was come about after Hannah had conceived, that she bare a son, and called his name Samuel, saying, Because I have asked him of the LORD.


Samuel's mother Hannah was barren and prayed to God. Because He had answered her prayer, Hannah dedicated her son to the service of God. When the boy was weaned, Hannah takes him to Eli, the high priest. Here Samuel was raised caring for the tabernacle of God that the children of Israel had built in the wilderness.  Eli was a very good man, but he had a fatal flaw. He did not discipline him children. For this reason, his two sons, Hopni and Phineas, grew up to be very evil men although they were priests of the most high God. Eli and his sons finally die under God's judgment, leaving the young Samuel alone to lead the nation of Israel. Samuel's first official act was to call the people back to God in....

I SAMUEL 7:3-4

And Samuel spake unto all the house of Israel, saying, If ye do return unto the LORD with all your hearts, then put away the strange gods and Ashtaroth from among you, and prepare your hearts unto the LORD, and serve him only: and he will deliver you out of the hand of the Philistines. Then the children of Israel did put away Baalim and Ashtaroth, and served the LORD only.


Now Baalim and Ashtaroth were new names for the same old gods that spring up in all pagan nations. Baal was the name of the male god from which all false gods would develop, and Ashtaroth was the name of the female god from which all goddesses would come forth. While little is said of this first goddess in the word of God, the identity of Baal is clearly given in....

MATTHEW 12:24

But when the Pharisees heard it, they said, This fellow doth not cast out devils, but by Beelzebub the prince of the devils.


Here the Pharisees are accusing Jesus of being in league with the prince of devils, old Satan himself. Note that their name for Satan here is Beelzebub, which is just another way of saying Baal, as we see in....

II KINGS 1:1-2

Then Moab rebelled against Israel after the death of Ahab. And Ahaziah fell down through a lattice in his upper chamber that was in Samaria, and was sick: and he sent messengers, and said unto them, Go, enquire of Baalzebub the god of Ekron whether I shall recover of this disease.  The Jews clearly understood that the worship of all false gods was really the worship of Satan and his fallen angels, as Moses tells us in....

DEUTERONOMY 32:16-17

They provoked him to jealousy with strange gods, with abominations provoked they him to anger. They sacrificed unto devils, not to God; to gods whom they knew not, to new gods that came newly up, whom your fathers feared not.


Moses made it abundantly clear that to sacrifice to anything other than the Living God was to sacrifice to devils. The entire world would be much better off today is they could just come to understand this one basic truth. For instance, Baal and Ashtaroth, as we have already mentioned, are only two names that Satan and the fallen angels hide behind. Baal was the main god of the Canaanites and Ashtaroth was the main goddess. Later in the Bible these two gods will again appear under the names of Tammuz and the queen of heaven. Satan caused these religions to grow out of the hero-worship of an early Biblical character and his wife. The name of the man is given in....

GENESIS 10:8-10

And Cush begat Nimrod: he began to be a mighty one in the earth. He was a mighty hunter before the LORD: wherefore it is said, Even as Nimrod the mighty hunter before the LORD. And the beginning of his kingdom was Babel, and Erech, and Accad, and Calneh, in the land of Shinar.


Nimrod, the first king mentioned in the Bible, was the man who masterminded the building of the tower of Babel. While his wife's name is not given in the Holy Scriptures, according to ancient history, her name was Semiramis. After the construction of the tower was halted and men's languages were confounded, this false religion was carried to the ends of the earth by the various groups working on the tower. In Egypt, Nimrod was worshipped as Osiris, while Semiramis became the goddess Isis. The Canaanites and Assyrians worshipped them as Baal and Ashtaroth. In Greece, they became known as Saturn and Venus. Even today in America, many of the aspects of the worship of Nimrod can still be seen in our legends about Santa Claus. His wife and her son would become the centerpiece which would translate into the many madonna type figures that you see in many religions of the world. These same two figures became the major enemies of God's people as they tried to establish themselves as a nation in the promised land.  After Samuel faithfully serves God for many years as prophet and judge, God directs Samuel to anoint the first official king of Israel, Saul of the tribe of Benjamin, in....

I SAMUEL 9:27-10:1

And as they were going down to the end of the city, Samuel said to Saul, Bid the servant pass on before us, (and he passed on,) but stand thou still a while, that I may shew thee the word of God. Then Samuel took a vial of oil, and poured it upon his head, and kissed him, and said, Is it not because the LORD hath anointed thee to be captain over his inheritance?


At first Saul helps to rally Israel against her enemies. However, as time goes on, Saul becomes filled with pride because of his position. God, as always, is patient but finally Samuel must face Saul with God's judgment on his evil ways in....

I SAMUEL 13:13-14

And Samuel said to Saul, Thou hast done foolishly: thou hast not kept the commandment of the LORD thy God, which he commanded thee: for now would the LORD have established thy kingdom upon Israel for ever. But now thy kingdom shall not continue: the LORD hath sought him a man after his own heart, and the LORD hath commanded him to be captain over his people, because thou hast not kept that which the LORD commanded thee.


While Saul's pride may have caused him to fall out of favor with God, we shouldn't be too hard on King Saul. Every day you can find Christians who have fallen into the same trap. In fact, if we were all really honest, we have all been there at one time or another. In the preceding text, we have the first allusion to the next major character in our story. Samuel calls him "a man after God's own heart". At this point in time, this young man is only a teenager, working as a shepherd among the flocks of his father, Jesse of the tribe of Judah. God sends Samuel to Jesse's house and in....

I SAMUEL 16:13

Then Samuel took the horn of oil, and anointed him in the midst of his brethren: and the Spirit of the LORD came upon David from that day forward. So Samuel rose up, and went to Ramah.


The rest of the book of I Samuel details Saul's vain attempts to keep his throne and kill David. These chapters are filled with the daring exploits of David as he battles Goliath, flees from King Saul, and befriends Jonathan, Saul's son and the heir apparent to the throne of Israel. One particular story concerns what happened between David and a man named Nabal. This story begins in....

I SAMUEL 25:1-3

And Samuel died; and all the Israelites were gathered together, and lamented him, and buried him in his house at Ramah. And David arose, and went down to the wilderness of Paran. And there was a man in Maon, whose possessions were in Carmel; and the man was very great, and he had three thousand sheep, and a thousand goats: and he was shearing his sheep in Carmel. Now the name of the man was Nabal; and the name of his wife Abigail: and she was a woman of good understanding, and of a beautiful countenance: but the man was churlish and evil in his doings; and he was of the house of Caleb.


David sent men to Nabal asking for any provisions that he might give them. Nabal's reply to this request is short and to the point in....

I SAMUEL 25:10-13

And Nabal answered David's servants, and said, Who is David? and who is the son of Jesse? there be many servants now a days that break away every man from his master. Shall I then take my bread, and my water, and my flesh that I have killed for my shearers, and give it unto men, whom I know not whence they be?  So David's young men turned their way, and went again, and came and told him all those sayings. And David said unto his men, Gird ye on every man his sword. And they girded on every man his sword; and David also girded on his sword: and there went up after David about four hundred men; and two hundred abode by the stuff.


David's reaction to Nabal's insult is sudden and vengeful. It is terribly out of character for David. Why should a simple insult from a farmer cause David to go out to kill this man and his family? Keep in mind that David has just returned from the funeral of his dear friend and mentor Samuel. Samuel was almost like a second father to David. David is broken-hearted. He is at a very low point in his life. Nabal's insult is the last straw. Now David goes forth with four hundred armed warriors to kill every man in the household of Nabal. Meanwhile one of Nabal's servants reports what Nabal has done to his wife Abigail in....

I SAMUEL 25:14-17

But one of the young men told Abigail, Nabal's wife, saying, Behold, David sent messengers out of the wilderness to salute our master; and he railed on them. But the men were very good unto us, and we were not hurt, neither missed we any thing, as long as we were conversant with them, when we were in the fields: They were a wall unto us both by night and day, all the while we were with them keeping the sheep. Now therefore know and consider what thou wilt do; for evil is determined against our master, and against all his household: for he is such a son of Belial, that a man cannot speak to him.


Son of Belial! You will see this phrase used several times in the Old Testament. As we have already seen, Baal or Bel is just another name for the devil. Jesus would later tell the Pharisees that their father was the devil. We were all the children of the devil at one point in our lives. Now, however, if you've been born again, all that has changed, as we see in....

JOHN 1:12

But as many as received him, to them gave he power to become the sons of God, even to them that believe on his name:


Once you have received Jesus into your heart, you then become a child of God. Now we see in our story that Nabal is a lost man. We also know that David is a saved man. What about Abigail? If you have any doubts about Abigail's spiritual condition up to this point in the story, all you have to do is let her actions speak for themselves. First she loads up food for David and his men. Then she sends her servants ahead and rides out to meet David alone. Imagine the picture! Down one side of a valley storm four hundred armed warriors with blood in their eyes. Down the other side of the valley comes little Abigail, all alone on her donkey. You've got to admit that this lady has guts! Then, just as the men get to her in....

I SAMUEL 25:23-26

And when Abigail saw David, she hasted, and lighted off the ass, and fell before David on her face, and bowed herself to the ground, And fell at his feet, and said, Upon me, my lord, upon me let this iniquity be: and let thine handmaid, I pray thee, speak in thine audience, and hear the words of thine handmaid. Let not my lord, I pray thee, regard this man of Belial, even Nabal: for as his name is, so is he; Nabal is his name, and folly is with him: but I thine handmaid saw not the young men of my lord, whom thou didst send. Now therefore, my lord, as the LORD liveth, and as thy soul liveth, seeing the LORD hath withholden thee from coming to shed blood, and from avenging thyself with thine own hand, now let thine enemies, and they that seek evil to my lord, be as Nabal.


Four times in her discourse, Abigail refers to the God of David as the LORD. This is a term that is used almost exclusively by those that believe in God in the Old Testament. Yes, Abigail is a believer, but there is still a great difference between how Abigail and David, both believers, handle this situation. David is on his way to kill an entire household because of one man's insult. Abigail, on the other hand, has the courage to go out alone and face four hundred armed men. What is it that makes such a difference between them? The apostle Paul gives us the answer to this question in....

ROMANS 8:1

There is therefore now no condemnation to them which are in Christ Jesus, who walk not after the flesh, but after the Spirit.


You can see from the story that David is walking after the flesh in this situation. when David was at his lowest, the devil attacked, and nearly caused David to commit a grievous sin. Abigail's intercession shocks David back into his senses, as we see in....

I SAMUEL 25:32-33

And David said to Abigail, Blessed be the LORD God of Israel, which sent thee this day to meet me: And blessed be thy advice, and blessed be thou, which hast kept me this day from coming to shed blood, and from avenging myself with mine own hand.


So David and his men return home. God says in the Bible, "Vengeance is mine. I will repay.", and he does in....

I SAMUEL 25:38-39

And it came to pass about ten days after, that the LORD smote Nabal, that he died. And when David heard that Nabal was dead, he said, Blessed be the LORD, that hath pleaded the cause of my reproach from the hand of Nabal, and hath kept his servant from evil: for the LORD hath returned the wickedness of Nabal upon his own head. And David sent and communed with Abigail, to take her to him to wife.


Abigail, because she followed God's leading, became the wife of the king of Israel. David, because he was willing to follow God, married a rich young widow and was able to supply his men with all that they would need. Even Nabal, who would not follow God, was still given ten more days to repent. Did he repent? The Bible does not say. However, if when you are walking the streets of gold someday, you should run into Nabal, tell him "Hi" for me, and tell him to look me up when I get there!


If Samuel's death had a hung effect on David, the effect that it had on King Saul was nothing less than fatal. For forty years, Samuel had been Saul's chief advisor, and now, with the Philistines breathing down his back, Saul stands alone.  One of God's earliest commands to Saul was to drive all the witches out of Israel. The practice of witchcraft was a capital offence in Old Testament times. Now, in his desperation, Saul seeks out one of these same witches as a medium to call forth the spirit of Samuel from the grave. Samuel then tells Saul what will happen to him because he has done this in....

I SAMUEL 28:16-19

Then said Samuel, Wherefore then dost thou ask of me, seeing the LORD is departed from thee, and is become thine enemy? And the LORD hath done to him, as he spake by me: for the LORD hath rent the kingdom out of thine hand, and given it to thy neighbour, even to David: Because thou obeyedst not the voice of the LORD, nor executedst his fierce wrath upon Amalek, therefore hath the LORD done this thing unto thee this day. Moreover the LORD will also deliver Israel with thee into the hand of the Philistines: and to morrow shalt thou and thy sons be with me: the LORD also shall deliver the host of Israel into the hand of the Philistines.


This judgment is swift in coming. During his very next battle with the Philistines, both Saul and his sons are all slaughtered by their enemies. His dead body is even put on display in....

I SAMUEL 31:8-10

And it came to pass on the morrow, when the Philistines came to strip the slain, that they found Saul and his three sons fallen in mount Gilboa. And they cut off his head, and stripped off his armour, and sent into the land of the Philistines round about, to publish it in the house of their idols, and among the people. And they put his armour in the house of Ashtaroth: and they fastened his body to the wall of Bethshan.  


Such a sad end for Israel's first anointed king! However, we are not told here how long he reigned over Israel. We are given this information in....

ACTS 13:21

And afterward they desired a king: and God gave unto them Saul the son of Cis, a man of the tribe of Benjamin, by the space of forty years.


II Samuel tell the story of Israel's next king. His identity is given in....

II SAMUEL 5:3

So all the elders of Israel came to the king to Hebron; and king David made a league with them in Hebron before the LORD: and they anointed David king over Israel.


Under God's guidance, King David drives out of Israel many of their enemies so that the nation can finally know a period of peace and security. God continues to bless David until, like Saul and most every other human, David commits his first great sin in....

II SAMUEL 11:2-4

And it came to pass in an eveningtide, that David arose from off his bed, and walked upon the roof of the king's house: and from the roof he saw a woman washing herself; and the woman was very beautiful to look upon. And David sent and enquired after the woman. And one said, Is not this Bathsheba, the daughter of Eliam, the wife of Uriah the Hittite? And David sent messengers, and took her; and she came in unto him, and he lay with her; for she was purified from her uncleanness: and she returned unto her house.


Not only does David commit adultery, but he later commits murder to cover up his first sin. God gives King David nearly a year to repent of his evil, but finally judgment comes. You see, even mighty King David is not above the judgment of God. God sends Nathan the prophet to confront David with his sin, and to tell him that their child shall die. David cries unto God to spare the child. His grief over this sin is so great that King David's counsellors fear that he will totally lose his mind if he learns of the child's death. However, when he is given the news, David responds with a short, yet very profound statement in....

II SAMUEL 12:22-23

And he said, While the child was yet alive, I fasted and wept: for I said, Who can tell whether GOD will be gracious to me, that the child may live? But now he is dead, wherefore should I fast? can I bring him back again? I shall go to him, but he shall not return to me.


This statement, supported by many other scriptures, shows us that babies do indeed go to heaven when they die. David said that the baby had went to where he would one day go, meaning that when he died he would be where the baby was. Now, if King David did not make it to heaven when he died, you and I might as well give up trying right now!  This is but the first of many examples of how miserable David's life became because he took many wives. Years later, his son Amnon would rape his own half-sister Tamar. Tamar's brother Absalom would finally kill Amnon, then later lead an armed revolt against David. Finally David's son Absalom would also be killed. There can be little doubt that God meant for marriage to be for one man and one woman for life. Whether you are a poor man or a king, God's rules apply just the same to everyone, even David, the man after God's own heart!


The last days of King David's earthly life are told in the book of I Kings. David lives to the ripe old age of 70. Now that's considered old today, but keep in mind that David's ancestors had lived as long as eight or nine hundred years. Just before he dies, King David names the successor to his throne, then in....

I KINGS 2:10-12

So David slept with his fathers, and was buried in the city of David. And the days that David reigned over Israel were forty years: seven years reigned he in Hebron, and thirty and three years reigned he in Jerusalem. Then sat Solomon upon the throne of David his father; and his kingdom was established greatly.


Solomon was considered the wisest man who ever lived. Solomon wrote three books that were added to the Old Testament; Proverbs, Ecclesiastes, and the Song of Solomon. His greatest achievement, however, was the building of the temple in Jerusalem. The temple was built to house the items contained in the tabernacle. The tabernacle had been built many years before by Moses under God's instruction in the wilderness of Zin. God gives us the date that the temple was begun, right down to the month and the day in....

II CHRONICLES 3:1-2

Then Solomon began to build the house of the LORD at Jerusalem in mount Moriah, where the LORD appeared unto David his father, in the place that David had prepared in the threshingfloor of Ornan the Jebusite. And he began to build in the second day of the second month, in the fourth year of his reign.


The temple in Jerusalem was the center of all worship in the nation of Israel. I Kings, chapters 5 through 8, covers the construction and dedication of this building. It was ninety feet long and thirty feet wide, filled with brass and golden objects which were set aside for the worship of God. It would stand for over four hundred years before being destroyed, but that's a story for another time. The most important fact is that the Spirit of God would come and dwell there. Time and again priests, prophets, kings, and just common folks like you and I could go there to worship and pray to God. Of all the world at that time, there could be no more wondrous spot on the planet than the temple at Jerusalem.  In spite of all of Solomon's glory, as the years passed, even this great king was found to have a weak spot that would prove to be his undoing. It was a weak spot that was shared with his father, and just about every man that ever lived, as shown in....

I KINGS 11:4-5

For it came to pass, when Solomon was old, that his wives turned away his heart after other gods: and his heart was not perfect with the LORD his God, as was the heart of David his father. For Solomon went after Ashtoreth the goddess of the Zidonians, and after Milcom the abomination of the Ammonites.


Solomon is now following the same false gods that his father David had tried so hard to drive from the land. This began a pattern that would be followed by nearly all the kings to come after him. Finally Solomon goes the way of all men in....

I KINGS 11:42-43

And the time that Solomon reigned in Jerusalem over all Israel was forty years. And Solomon slept with his fathers, and was buried in the city of David his father: and Rehoboam his son reigned in his stead.


Once Rehoboam ascends to the throne, an event takes place that will affect the nation of Israel for centuries to come. Rehoboam announces that he will be more cruel to the people than his father ever was. The people react to this announcement immediately in....

I KINGS 12:16

So when all Israel saw that the king hearkened not unto them, the people answered the king, saying, What portion have we in David? neither have we inheritance in the son of Jesse: to your tents, O Israel: now see to thine own house, David. So Israel departed unto their tents.


Rehoboam's foolish attitude divides a great nation. The ten tribes of the north chose a king named Jeroboam, while the two southern tribes, Judah and Benjamin, remain loyal to King Rehoboam in Jerusalem.  Over one hundred years ago, America was also divided by a war between the north and the south. Our civil war lasted less than five years, yet we are still reeling from the effects of this today. The prophet Ezekiel tells how long the division lasted Israel and Judah in....

EZEKIEL 4:5

For I have laid upon thee the years of their iniquity, according to the number of the days, three hundred and ninety days: so shalt thou bear the iniquity of the house of Israel.


The house of Israel, or the ten tribes of the north, stayed divided from the house of Judah, or the two tribes of the south, for three hundred ninety years! Can you imagine what America would be like today if we were still divided as we were during the Civil War? How much hatred, warfare, death, and destruction would we have endured by now? If you can, then multiply all that carnage by three and you will begin to get an idea of what the nation of Israel was like by 586 BC.  This period is literally speckled with kings, most of which would prove to be more evil then their predecessor. This period is also the time during which nearly all the Old Testament prophets lived and their books of the Old Testament were written. The last few chapters of I Kings is given almost entirely to one such prophet. He suddenly bursts upon the scene in....

I KINGS 17:1

And Elijah the Tishbite, who was of the inhabitants of Gilead, said unto Ahab, As the LORD God of Israel liveth, before whom I stand, there shall not be dew nor rain these years, but according to my word.


The prophet Elijah called the people to repentance during the dark times when Judah was ruled by wicked King Ahab and his evil wife Jezebel. During the ministry of Elijah and his student Elisha, some of the greatest miracles of the Old Testament occurred. It was Elijah who defeated the prophets of Baal, called fire down from heaven, raised the dead, and parted the Jordan River. Elijah was taken directly to heaven in a fiery chariot. The most amazing fact about Elijah was that, in spite of all this happening around him, he was actually no different from you or I, as we see in....

JAMES 5:17-18

Elias was a man subject to like passions as we are, and he prayed earnestly that it might not rain: and it rained not on the earth by the space of three years and six months. And he prayed again, and the heaven gave rain, and the earth brought forth her fruit.


Elijah, or as he is called in the Greek, Elias was just a man like any other. So what was it that gave Elijah such great power? It was not knowledge, money, or his own great righteousness. It was rather the simplest of commodities. It was the same thing which we obtain salvation today, the same thing that can turn the most wretched of sinners into a glorious saint of God. What was it that turned an unknown Jew from a small village into the mighty prophet Elijah? It was the same thing that took hold of a wicked Pharisee on the road to Damascus, and turned him into the mighty apostle Paul. It was plain and simple faith, or as Paul himself puts it so well in....

ROMANS 1:17

For therein is the righteousness of God revealed from faith to faith: as it is written, The just shall live by faith.

 

 THE TWO KINGDOMS

THE KINGS OF ISRAEL-1008 BC to 582 BC

ACTS 13:21-23

And afterward they desired a king: and God gave unto them Saul the son of Cis, a man of the tribe of Benjamin, by the space of forty years. And when he had removed him, he raised up unto them David to be their king; to whom also he gave testimony, and said, I have found David the son of Jesse, a man after mine own heart, which shall fulfil all my will. Of this man's seed hath God according to his promise raised unto Israel a Saviour, Jesus:

In this text, the Apostle Paul, speaking to the people of Antioch, puts in a nutshell the entire time span of Israel's history that we call the kings. Saul was the first man, anointed by God, to be king over the nation of Israel. After his death, David ascended to the throne, and the rest of the kings that reigned in Jerusalem were all of the seed of David. In Matthew 1, the first chapter of the New Testament, we find this lineage traced all the way to Jesus Christ. In other words, had Israel been a free nation at that time, Jesus' step-father Joseph, and finally Jesus Himself would have sat on the throne in Jerusalem as king of Israel!  The period of history that we call the kings extended from around 1091 to 582 BC. Saul, David, and Solomon ruled over the twelve tribes of Israel after they had entered and conquered the land promised to Abraham many centuries before. It was Solomon who built the temple around 1008 BC. Then Solomon's son came to the throne around 971 BC, as we learn in....

I KINGS 11:43

And Solomon slept with his fathers, and was buried in the city of David his father: and Rehoboam his son reigned in his stead.

Throughout the time of the kings, God also had special men of his own choosing who would remind the kings of God's will for the nation, as we see in....

II KINGS 1:3-4

But the angel of the LORD said to Elijah the Tishbite, Arise, go up to meet the messengers of the king of Samaria, and say unto them, Is it not because there is not a God in Israel, that ye go to enquire of Baalzebub the god of Ekron? Now therefore thus saith the LORD, Thou shalt not come down from that bed on which thou art gone up, but shalt surely die. And Elijah departed.

Elijah was only one of the many prophets that God sent forth to call the king and the people back to God. As we see here, God did not like for His people to follow other gods, which were actually only Satan?s devils. This was a major and constant battle throughout the entire Old Testament period.  The first of this time's prophets was Samuel. Samuel was also the last of the judges to rule over Israel. God sent Samuel to anoint Saul, and later David, as kings over the nation of Israel. After Samuel's death, God called forth another man to remind King David of God?s will in....

II SAMUEL 12:7-9

And Nathan said to David, Thou art the man. Thus saith the LORD God of Israel, I anointed thee king over Israel, and I delivered thee out of the hand of Saul; And I gave thee thy master's house, and thy master's wives into thy bosom, and gave thee the house of Israel and of Judah; and if that had been too little, I would moreover have given unto thee such and such things. Wherefore hast thou despised the commandment of the LORD, to do evil in his sight? thou hast killed Uriah the Hittite with the sword, and hast taken his wife to be thy wife, and hast slain him with the sword of the children of Ammon.

Now God had taken David, a lowly shepherd boy, and made him king over the entire nation of Israel. David had used his position to steal a man's wife and then have that man killed. The rest of his life, David would suffer as not one, but three of his sons would die, due in one way or another to ramifications of this sin. It has always been a true Bible principle that to whom much is given, much is required. We can see this principle clearly in the life of King David.  Just as with the prophet Nathan and King David, so each king in turn would have a man of God who would endeavor to turn the nation back to God's path. Often the kings did not appreciate the words of the prophet, and would have them imprisoned or even killed. However, from time to time, the kings would remember whom it was that was really in charge, as in....

II KINGS 20:1-5

In those days was Hezekiah sick unto death. And the prophet Isaiah the son of Amoz came to him, and said unto him, Thus saith the LORD, Set thine house in order; for thou shalt die, and not live. Then he turned his face to the wall, and prayed unto the LORD, saying, I beseech thee, O LORD, remember now how I have walked before thee in truth and with a perfect heart, and have done that which is good in thy sight. And Hezekiah wept sore. And it came to pass, afore Isaiah was gone out into the middle court, that the word of the LORD came to him, saying, Turn again, and tell Hezekiah the captain of my people, Thus saith the LORD, the God of David thy father, I have heard thy prayer, I have seen thy tears: behold, I will heal thee: on the third day thou shalt go up unto the house of the LORD.

When God does things, it's usually to draw us closer to Him. When we listen, as good King Hezekiah did, and just pray to Him about it, He will often turn our entire situation around and bless us, in spite of what our circumstances might be. Like all good fathers, our Heavenly Father knows what is best for us. It's up to us to just listen and obey. It's really rather simple, if you stop to think about it. Why we so often refuse to see it is a mystery to me.

Isaiah is the first of the writing prophets of the Bible. In fact, nearly all of the prophetic books of the Old Testament were written during the time of the kings. A list of the great prophets of God during this period would include men like Isaiah, Jeremiah, Hosea, Joel, Amos, Obadiah, Jonah, Micah, Nahum, Habakkuk, Zephaniah, and Haggai. All of these men were called out to proclaim God's message, and often had to suffer for that message, as Paul tells us in....

HEBREWS 11:36-38

And others had trial of cruel mockings and scourgings, yea, moreover of bonds and imprisonment: They were stoned, they were sawn asunder, were tempted, were slain with the sword: they wandered about in sheepskins and goatskins; being destitute, afflicted, tormented; (Of whom the world was not worthy:) they wandered in deserts, and in mountains, and in dens and caves of the earth

Of such stock were the prophets of Israel. Thank God for such men! We all need to pray that God will continue to raise up such men today, to show our nation's leaders God's will for America before it is too late for us also!  Six books of the Old Testament are dedicated to the history of the kings of Israel. Did you ever wonder why so much time was spent on them? Just a quick reading shows that they, for the most part, wee a pretty sorry bunch! No, there is another reason for the careful record of the kings, and it stretches all the way back to....

GENESIS 3:15

And I will put enmity between thee and the woman, and between thy seed and her seed; it shall bruise thy head, and thou shalt bruise his heel.

All of the Old Testament, beginning at this point in time, is actually the story of Satan's attempt to destroy the seed of the woman before He can be born. You see, staring with King David, the lineage of the Christ, as mentioned earlier, goes through the kings of Israel.  Keep in mind that there is a great war that has been waged throughout the history of our planet. Satan triumphed over Adam in the garden. God told Satan how that He would reclaim the earth. In this war, God has revealed that He will fire one shot and one shot only, the seed! Satan knows this, and throughout the Old Testament period, Satan is on a search and destroy mission against the seed. He hopes to thus assure his victory over mankind on planet earth. It is the devil corrupted Cain and killed Abel. Then he corrupted the entire world, when God sent the flood. In Egypt, Satan tries to wipe out the seed by killing all the baby boys of the Hebrews. He tried again to corrupt Israel throughout the time of the judges. Now, once again, Satan tried to destroy Jesus before He is even born. As we saw earlier, God told the evil king of Samaria, Ahaziah, that he would die and he did. It is at this point that Satan strikes through Ahaziah's mother in....

II KINGS 11:1-3

And when Athaliah the mother of Ahaziah saw that her son was dead, she arose and destroyed all the seed royal. But Jehosheba, the daughter of king Joram, sister of Ahaziah, took Joash the son of Ahaziah, and stole him from among the king's sons which were slain; and they hid him, even him and his nurse, in the bedchamber from Athaliah, so that he was not slain. And he was with her hid in the house of the LORD six years. And Athaliah did reign over the land.

This is the closest Satan will ever come to destroying the seed in the Old Testament. Only one baby, little Joash, stands between the devil and his total victory, but God shows that He is still in control. In this case, He uses one quick-witted girl to save the day, and spoil all of Satan's plans. At this point, let me say that if God could do such a great work with the young girl Jehosheba, don't think that God can't use you too, if you will only trust and obey.  During the time of the kings, the situation for the people was constantly changing as a good king would die and an evil king would ascend the throne, or vice-versa. One good way to tell what type of king you are reading about in this part of the Bible is to look for certain phrases, as in....

II KINGS 18:3

And he did that which was right in the sight of the LORD, according to all that David his father did.

A good king, in God's sight, was like King David. An evil king, on the other hand, was also likened to another major character of this time period, as in....

I KINGS 15:34

And he did that which was right in the sight of the LORD: he did according to all that his father Uzziah had done.

An evil king was said to be like Jeroboam, the son of Nebat. Who was this Jeroboam? His story is told in....

I KINGS 12:19-20

So Israel rebelled against the house of David unto this day. And it came to pass, when all Israel heard that Jeroboam was come again, that they sent and called him unto the congregation, and made him king over all Israel: there was none that followed the house of David, but the tribe of Judah only.

Jeroboam was a rebel. he was a deadly enemy of King Solomon who had been exiled. When Solomon died, Jeroboam saw his chance, and returned to Israel to lead the ten northern tribes in rebellion against Judah. Jeroboam even went so far as to install idols throughout northern Israel to keep him people from returning to Jerusalem to worship. The split that Jeroboam helped create in the nation of Israel lasted for nearly four hundred years!  From this point forward, we have a divided nation with King Rehoboam ruling the house of Judah in the south and Jeroboam ruling the house of Israel in the north. Jeroboam was the first in a long line of evil kings who ruled the northern ten tribes. Their history is outlined in the books of I and II Kings. Meanwhile in the south, Rehoboam rules the tribes of Judah and Benjamin for seventeen years. When he dies in....

I KINGS 15:1-2

Now in the eighteenth year of king Jeroboam the son of Nebat reigned Abijam over Judah. Three years reigned he in Jerusalem. And his mother's name was Maachah, the daughter of Abishalom.

Abijam's reign was short-lived, followed by his son's rule in....

I KINGS 15:9-10

And in the twentieth year of Jeroboam king of Israel reigned Asa over Judah. And forty and one years reigned he in Jerusalem. And his mother's name was Maachah, the daughter of Abishalom.

Good King Asa's reign helped to bring the people back to God. This policy was continued by his heir in....

I KINGS 22:42

Jehoshaphat was thirty and five years old when he began to reign; and he reigned twenty and five years in Jerusalem. And his mother's name was Azubah the daughter of Shilhi.

Jehoshaphat was not only a man of God, but he was also a brilliant leader. He trained his son for the throne for four years, as we see in....

II Kings 8:16-17

And in the fifth year of Joram the son of Ahab king of Israel, Jehoshaphat being then king of Judah, Jehoram the son of Jehoshaphat king of Judah began to reign. Thirty and two years old was he when he began to reign; and he reigned eight years in Jerusalem.


Jehoram, despite his father's instructions, turned away from God. He was followed by an even more evil son in....

II Kings 8:25-26

In the twelfth year of Joram the son of Ahab king of Israel did Ahaziah the son of Jehoram king of Judah begin to reign. Two and twenty years old was Ahaziah when he began to reign; and he reigned one year in Jerusalem. And his mother's name [was] Athaliah, the daughter of Omri king of Israel.


As we have already seen, Ahaziah died to be followed by his wicked mother, Athaliah. Athaliah killed all the crown princes, and ruled Judah herself for six years. Then the remaining prince, who had been hidden from Athaliah, was brought to the throne and wicked Athaliah was killed. the next king of Judah is enthroned in....

II KINGS 12:1

In the seventh year of Jehu Jehoash began to reign; and forty years reigned he in Jerusalem. And his mother's name was Zibiah of Beersheba.

Jehoash does much to undo the evil of other kings. Upon ascending the throne, he changes his name to Joash. After forty years, Joash is replaced by his son in....

II KINGS 14:1-2

In the second year of Joash son of Jehoahaz king of Israel reigned Amaziah the son of Joash king of Judah. He was twenty and five years old when he began to reign, and reigned twenty and nine years in Jerusalem. And his mother's name was Jehoaddan of Jerusalem.

Amaziah did much to continue the policies of his father. The next of the royal seed takes over in....

II KINGS 15:1-2

In the twenty and seventh year of Jeroboam king of Israel began Azariah son of Amaziah king of Judah to reign. Sixteen years old was he when he began to reign, and he reigned two and fifty years in Jerusalem. And his mother's name was Jecholiah of Jerusalem.

King Azariah changes his name to Uzziah during his reign. Uzziah also followed God. His heir would also follow in his footsteps in....

II KINGS 15:32-33

In the second year of Pekah the son of Remaliah king of Israel began Jotham the son of Uzziah king of Judah to reign. Five and twenty years old was he when he began to reign, and he reigned sixteen years in Jerusalem. And his mother's name was Jerusha, the daughter of Zadok.

Jotham was also a godly king. However, Judah's good fortune is changed when his heir comes to power in....

II KINGS 16:1-2

In the seventeenth year of Pekah the son of Remaliah Ahaz the son of Jotham king of Judah began to reign. Twenty years old was Ahaz when he began to reign, and reigned sixteen years in Jerusalem, and did not that which was right in the sight of the LORD his God, like David his father.

King Ahaz was a godless rebel. He did a lot to bring idol worship back to Jerusalem. His sixteen years on the throne was a period of back-sliding for Judah. However, the situation is turned around again for the better, when we read....

II KINGS 18:1-2

Now it came to pass in the third year of Hoshea son of Elah king of Israel, that Hezekiah the son of Ahaz king of Judah began to reign. Twenty and five years old was he when he began to reign; and he reigned twenty and nine years in Jerusalem. His mother's name also was Abi, the daughter of Zachariah. It was good King Hezekiah that re-instituted the passover in Jerusalem. He even sent letters to the northern ten tribes, inviting them to worship together at the passover, but for the most part, the house of Israel laughed at the request. Little did they know that Hezekiah's letter was actually God's last attempt to call them all to repentance for in....

II KINGS 18:11-12

And the king of Assyria did carry away Israel unto Assyria, and put them in Halah and in Habor by the river of Gozan, and in the cities of the Medes: Because they obeyed not the voice of the LORD their God, but transgressed his covenant, and all that Moses the servant of the LORD commanded, and would not hear them, nor do them.

So Israel the rebel was conquered. Now only the house of Judah remains to face the might Assyrian army. God saves these faithful few, as you can read in chapters eighteen and nineteen. In II Kings 20, we have the story that we went over earlier concerning how God extended the life of King Hezekiah. If he could have seen the future, King Hezekiah might have changed his prayer because it is during his final fifteen years of life that the most wicked king of Judah is born, as we learn in....

II KINGS 21:1

Manasseh was twelve years old when he began to reign, and reigned fifty and five years in Jerusalem. And his mother's name was Hephzibah.

For fifty-five years, Judah suffered under the heel of a man who seemed determined to destroy all worship of the true God of heaven. During Manasseh's reign, nearly all the good done by the previous kings of Judah is erased. His son also followed in his footsteps in....

II KINGS 21:19

Amon was twenty and two years old when he began to reign, and he reigned two years in Jerusalem. And his mother's name was Meshullemeth, the daughter of Haruz of Jotbah.

By the end of Amon's rule, Judah has suffered under fifty seven years of evil leadership. This curse is finally broken when the new king ascends to the throne in....

II KINGS 22:1

Josiah was eight years old when he began to reign, and he reigned thirty and one years in Jerusalem. And his mother's name was Jedidah, the daughter of Adaiah of Boscath.

Good King Josiah, like Hezekiah, brought true worship of God back to His people. Sadly to say, he seems to be the last of the godly kings of Judah. In the case of Josiah and his heir, I am afraid that like father like son does not hold true as we see in....

II KINGS 23:31

Jehoahaz was twenty and three years old when he began to reign; and he reigned three months in Jerusalem. And his mother's name was Hamutal, the daughter of Jeremiah of Libnah.

King Jehoahaz's reign was very short-lived. Because of his evil deeds, God sent Egypt against Judah. Pharoah-nechoh dethroned Jehoahaz and replaced him with another of Josiah?s sons in....

II KINGS 23:36

Jehoiakim was twenty and five years old when he began to reign; and he reigned eleven years in Jerusalem. And his mother's name was Zebudah, the daughter of Pedaiah of Rumah.

King Jehoikim was not only a godless man, but also one of the first Bible critics. When God sends a prophetic message to Jehoikim by the prophet Jeremiah, the king calmly has it read, then cut to pieces and burned in a fire! Just as Israel's response to Hezekiah's letter, so Jehoikim's response to Jeremiah's letter proves to be his undoing. God allows Babylon to make its first of a series of attacks against Jerusalem.  Jehoikim is followed by his son in....

II KINGS 24:8

Jehoiachin was eighteen years old when he began to reign, and he reigned in Jerusalem three months. And his mother's name was Nehushta, the daughter of Elnathan of Jerusalem.

Once again Babylon attacks Judah. This time they take Jehoichin and several others captive, including the prophet Ezekiel. The king of Babylon sets Jehoichin's uncle on the throne of Judah in....

II KINGS 24:18

Zedekiah was twenty and one years old when he began to reign, and he reigned eleven years in Jerusalem. And his mother's name was Hamutal, the daughter of Jeremiah of Libnah.

King Zedekiah proves to be a bad choice for king also. He rebels against Babylon. This rebellion was the last straw for the growing Babylonian empire. Babylon launches its final, and most vicious attack against the city of Jerusalem in....

II KINGS 25:1-7

And it came to pass in the ninth year of his reign, in the tenth month, in the tenth day of the month, that Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon came, he, and all his host, against Jerusalem, and pitched against it; and they built forts against it round about. And the city was besieged unto the eleventh year of king Zedekiah. And on the ninth day of the fourth month the famine prevailed in the city, and there was no bread for the people of the land. And the city was broken up, and all the men of war fled by night by the way of the gate between two walls, which is by the king's garden: (now the Chaldees were against the city round about:) and the king went the way toward the plain. And the army of the Chaldees pursued after the king, and overtook him in the plains of Jericho: and all his army were scattered from him. So they took the king, and brought him up to the king of Babylon to Riblah; and they gave judgment upon him. And they slew the sons of Zedekiah before his eyes, and put out the eyes of Zedekiah, and bound him with fetters of brass, and carried him to Babylon.

So ended the reign of the kings of the nation of Israel. Here is one of God's prime examples of how men can take God's gifts and totally corrupt them. So it has been since the world began. God delivers, man rebels, and God must finally pass judgment. so ended the kingdom of Israel.  Seventy years later, the people return and try to rebuild the city of Jerusalem. About five hundred years after the rebuilding begins, Jesus Christ would come to this same city and be rejected, bringing about another, even more devastating, destruction of the city of Jerusalem. Only this time the people would be scattered to the ends of the earth.  From the time of the first conquest of Jerusalem, Israel would not be a self-governing nation for over two thousand five hundred years. God would finally allow them to return to re-establish themselves as a nation in 1948, during our own lifetimes.

Before we close this discussion of the kings of Israel, I wish to make mention of another, far greater kingdom, and another, much more final, judgment. While we can do nothing to help change Israel's past fate, we can do a lot to change our own future destiny, as we can clearly see in....

MATTHEW 25:31-34

When the Son of man shall come in his glory, and all the holy angels with him, then shall he sit upon the throne of his glory: And before him shall be gathered all nations: and he shall separate them one from another, as a shepherd divideth his sheep from the goats: And he shall set the sheep on his right hand, but the goats on the left. Then shall the King say unto them on his right hand, Come, ye blessed of my Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the world:

 

 

 

 

 THE TWO KINGDOMS

THE DESTRUCTION OF THE TEMPLE-TAMMUZ 9, 582 BC

Lamentations 2:8-11

The LORD hath purposed to destroy the wall of the daughter of Zion: he hath stretched out a line, he hath not withdrawn his hand from destroying: therefore he made the rampart and the wall to lament; they languished together. Her gates are sunk into the ground; he hath destroyed and broken her bars: her king and her princes are among the Gentiles: the law is no more; her prophets also find no vision from the LORD. The elders of the daughter of Zion sit upon the ground, and keep silence: they have cast up dust upon their heads; they have girded themselves with sackcloth: the virgins of Jerusalem hang down their heads to the ground. Mine eyes do fail with tears, my bowels are troubled, my liver is poured upon the earth, for the destruction of the daughter of my people; because the children and the sucklings swoon in the streets of the city.


Here we see the prophet Jeremiah describing the greatest tragedy to ever befall the nation of Israel. It is here, along with other passages, that the prophets of God give the only title that would begin to give justice to this tragic event. They simply call it the destruction.  The destruction of the temple in Jerusalem was the final judgment that God passed on his disobedient people as a sovereign nation. Beginning with Moses around 1487 BC, the children of Israel had continually offered burnt sacrifices every day to God for over 800 years. However, they finally turned to sin to the extent that God allowed the temple to be destroyed and Israel, as a sovereign nation, has not offered another sacrifice in Jerusalem from that day to now, nearly 2,600 years later.  While some might think that God was too harsh on His people, you must remember that God had given Israel everything that they possessed and, in return, they had totally turned their backs on Him. This problem did not begin overnight either. It stretched back all the way to the very first anointed king of this nation in....

I Samuel 28:7-8

Then said Saul unto his servants, Seek me a woman that hath a familiar spirit, that I may go to her, and enquire of her. And his servants said to him, Behold, there is a woman that hath a familiar spirit at Endor. And Saul disguised himself, and put on other raiment, and he went, and two men with him, and they came to the woman by night: and he said, I pray thee, divine unto me by the familiar spirit, and bring me him up, whom I shall name unto thee.


It was King Saul that God had first commissioned to drive all the witches out of Israel. Under Old Testament law, the penalty for being involved with witchcraft was death. if you finish the story as it concludes itself in I Samuel 31, you will see the terrible penalty that King Saul paid for his transgression.  Israel's next king did not fare much better. King David, while extremely loyal to God in his early years, also fell into Satan's snare in....

II Samuel 11:2-4

And it came to pass in an eveningtide, that David arose from off his bed, and walked upon the roof of the king's house: and from the roof he saw a woman washing herself; and the woman was very beautiful to look upon. And David sent and enquired after the woman. And one said, Is not this Bathsheba, the daughter of Eliam, the wife of Uriah the Hittite? And David sent messengers, and took her; and she came in unto him, and he lay with her; for she was purified from her uncleanness: and she returned unto her house.


David even went so far as to kill Bathsheba's husband to cover up their sin. It was this kind of sin that would finally lead to Israel's ultimate downfall. While we all can see that adultery and murder are wrong, God also saw another major problem that King David was falling prey to in....

I Chronicles 21:1-4

And Satan stood up against Israel, and provoked David to number Israel. And David said to Joab and to the rulers of the people, Go, number Israel from Beersheba even to Dan; and bring the number of them to me, that I may know it. And Joab answered, The LORD make his people an hundred times so many more as they be: but, my lord the king, are they not all my lord's servants? why then doth my lord require this thing? why will he be a cause of trespass to Israel? Nevertheless the king's word prevailed against Joab. Wherefore Joab departed, and went throughout all Israel, and came to Jerusalem.


Sins like witchcraft, adultery, murder, and as we see manifested here, pride are just a few of the many problems that plagued this nation. When these things are finally judged by God, He will usually make use of one of three very distinct methods for disciplining any nation involved in these sins, as we see in....

I Chronicles 21:9-12

And the LORD spake unto Gad, David's seer, saying, Go and tell David, saying, Thus saith the LORD, I offer thee three things: choose thee one of them, that I may do it unto thee. So Gad came to David, and said unto him, Thus saith the LORD, Choose thee Either three years' famine; or three months to be destroyed before thy foes, while that the sword of thine enemies overtaketh thee; or else three days the sword of the LORD, even the pestilence, in the land, and the angel of the LORD destroying throughout all the coasts of Israel. Now therefore advise thyself what word I shall bring again to him that sent me.


Famine, war, and disease are God's methods for showing the nations of this world that they are headed down the wrong road. Jesus Himself gives us a similar list of judgments in....

Matthew 24:6-7

And ye shall hear of wars and rumours of wars: see that ye be not troubled: for all these things must come to pass, but the end is not yet. For nation shall rise against nation, and kingdom against kingdom: and there shall be famines, and pestilences, and earthquakes, in divers places.


You can also see this list of God's national judgments in the vision of the four horsemen given in Revelation 6. No one is immune to sin, however, for even one of the wisest men to ever live, King Solomon, son of David, fell victim to this deadly cycle of sin in....

I Kings 11:4-5

For it came to pass, when Solomon was old, that his wives turned away his heart after other gods: and his heart was not perfect with the LORD his God, as was the heart of David his father. For Solomon went after Ashtoreth the goddess of the Zidonians, and after Milcom the abomination of the Ammonites.


At this point, it would probably be a good idea to spend some time on these particular false gods. Milcom was the major god of the Canaanite people. Throughout history, he has been known by many different names. Baal, Ra, Molech, Tammuz, Zeus, Jupitor, and Quatzecoatal are just a few of these names. Nearly all false religions in the world have derived their worship, in one form or another, from this character. His name was originally Nimrod.  Nimrod lived shortly after the flood of Noah and is the first king mentioned in the Bible. He also led the first organized revolt against God after the flood when he tried to build a tower to heaven. It was then that God passed a very special type of judgment against the first worldly kingdom in....

Genesis 11:8-9

So the LORD scattered them abroad from thence upon the face of all the earth: and they left off to build the city. Therefore is the name of it called Babel; because the LORD did there confound the language of all the earth: and from thence did the LORD scatter them abroad upon the face of all the earth.


Although Nimrod later died, his false religious system spread all over the world, and you can still see traces of it in all of the false religions in the world today. This system is called Mystery Babylon. in Revelation 17.  Ashtoreth was the major goddess of the Canaanites during the Old Testament times. She is mentioned quite frequently in the Bible. Throughout history, she also has been know by many different names. Venus, Athena, Diana, Juno, Ching-Mu, and Mary are just a few of the names given to her by her followers.  Many of the stories surrounding all goddess worship find their origin with one woman. Her name was Semiramis. Semiramis was the mother of Nimrod, and when her husband Cush died, she married her own son. The legend of Semiramis was carried with the people that were scattered at Babel, and all goddess worship of today has grown out of these stories.  This is how the seed of all false religions was spread over the entire earth by Nimrod and his mother/wife Semiramis. Around 300 BC, the Greek historian Herodotus wrote that all religious systems in the world at that time had sprung forth from Babylon, or as we have already seen, the tower of Babel. 
During the time of the kings of Israel, because of King Solomon's involvement in this idolatrous system, God would see to it that Solomon would be the last king to rule over a united kingdom, as we see in....

II Chronicles 10:1-2

And Rehoboam went to Shechem: for to Shechem were all Israel come to make him king. And it came to pass, when Jeroboam the son of Nebat, who was in Egypt, whither he had fled from the presence of Solomon the king, heard it, that Jeroboam returned out of Egypt.


The ten northern tribes rebelled against Rehoboam and chose Jeroboam for their king. This groups retained the name of Israel. Judah and Benjamin, the two southern tribes, remained loyal to King Rehoboam and became known simply as Judah, from which we today get the word Jew. This began a long period of strife in the land. During this time, God let His people see firsthand what God showed the prophet Daniel in....

Daniel 4:17

This matter is by the decree of the watchers, and the demand by the word of the holy ones: to the intent that the living may know that the most High ruleth in the kingdom of men, and giveth it to whomsoever he will, and setteth up over it the basest of men.


So God allowed the most evil of the people to sit upon the throne of Israel. People like Ahab, Mannasseh, Athaliah, and wicked Queen Jezebel were only a few of these evil rulers. There were very few good kings throughout this period. One such good king was named Hezekiah.  God had repeatedly tried to bring all twelve tribes of Israel back to Him, but for the most part, they refused to respond. Finally, under King Hezekiah, Judah began to celebrate the feast of the LORD once again. God then directed Hezekiah to send a letter throughout all of Israel inviting everyone in the ten northern tribes to Jerusalem to worship together once again. The response to this letter is well worth noting and is given in....

II Chronicles 30:10-11

So the posts passed from city to city through the country of Ephraim and Manasseh even unto Zebulun: but they laughed them to scorn, and mocked them. Nevertheless divers of Asher and Manasseh and of Zebulun humbled themselves, and came to Jerusalem.


Did you read that? The ten northern tribes of Israel laughed at God! With all that already happened to them, they still rejected God. I remember hearing a story one time about something like this happening in America years ago. A major earthquake hit California as the World Series was being held there. The entire stadium was shaken. One newsman reported that a moment after the quake there was an eerie silence as everyone wondered what was going to happen next. Not long ago in America, such an event would have driven people to their knees, begging God for forgiveness. Instead of this, after a moment of silence, a wave of nervous laughter could be heard coming from the crowd. God had sent an earthquake in their midst, and the survivors laughed! With such hard hearts out there, God's patience cannot tarry much longer, I'm afraid. It did not wait long for the ten northern tribes of Israel, then called Samaria in....

II Kings 17:5-6

Then the king of Assyria came up throughout all the land, and went up to Samaria, and besieged it three years. In the ninth year of Hoshea the king of Assyria took Samaria, and carried Israel away into Assyria, and placed them in Halah and in Habor by the river of Gozan, and in the cities of the Medes.


So it was that God finally brought judgment upon His people. We need to heed His word here in America lest we face a similar fate someday. This is what became of Israel for rejecting a letter from God. A short time later, the army that had destroyed Israel surrounded the city of Jerusalem itself, and another letter is sent out. This letter came to King Hezekiah from Satan, by way of the king of Assyria as we see in....

II Chronicles 32:17

He wrote also letters to rail on the LORD God of Israel, and to speak against him, saying, As the gods of the nations of other lands have not delivered their people out of mine hand, so shall not the God of Hezekiah deliver his people out of mine hand.


Now when Hezekiah read that letter, he did what we should all do in such circumstances. He went to God and laid the letter on the altar, as we read in II Kings 19. God spared Judah because of Hezekiah's faithfulness.  However, upon the death of Hezekiah, Judah began to become more and more evil. Nearly all of Judah's final kings were evil men who led the people away from God. God finally had enough of this and allowed judgment to fall on Judah also, as we read in....

II Chronicles 36:5-6

Jehoiakim was twenty and five years old when he began to reign, and he reigned eleven years in Jerusalem: and he did that which was evil in the sight of the LORD his God. Against him came up Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon, and bound him in fetters, to carry him to Babylon.


King Jehoikim totally rejected the word of God. God sent a special message to Jehoikim by way of the prophet Jeremiah, asking him to repent of his sinful ways. Jehoikim's response to God's word is given in....

Jeremiah 36:20-24

And they went in to the king into the court, but they laid up the roll in the chamber of Elishama the scribe, and told all the words in the ears of the king. So the king sent Jehudi to fetch the roll: and he took it out of Elishama the scribe's chamber. And Jehudi read it in the ears of the king, and in the ears of all the princes which stood beside the king. Now the king sat in the winterhouse in the ninth month: and there was a fire on the hearth burning before him. And it came to pass, that when Jehudi had read three or four leaves, he cut it with the penknife, and cast it into the fire that was on the hearth, until all the roll was consumed in the fire that was on the hearth. Yet they were not afraid, nor rent their garments, neither the king, nor any of his servants that heard all these words.


Because of his rejection of God's word, Jehoikim was the last king to sit on the sovereign throne in Israel. A closer reading of Jerhoikim's response to God's word is not terribly unlike the way in which many of our leaders, and even many so-called Bible scholars treat the bible today. This type of scholarship goes all the way back to Genesis 3, when Satan first began questioning God's word. Can our judgment as a nation be far off? God help America to repent while there is still time.  God revealed to the prophet Ezekiel three other reasons for the fall of Israel. Jehovah took Ezekiel on a tour of the temple in Jerusalem. God's first stop is the temple's basement in....

Ezekiel 8:10-11

So I went in and saw; and behold every form of creeping things, and abominable beasts, and all the idols of the house of Israel, portrayed upon the wall round about. And there stood before them seventy men of the ancients of the house of Israel, and in the midst of them stood Jaazaniah the son of Shaphan, with every man his censer in his hand; and a thick cloud of incense went up.


The priests of Israel are offering prayers to pagan idols in the basement of God's own temple in Jerusalem! The very thought of this taking place must have broken God's heart. Now God takes Ezekiel to the courtyard of the temple in....

Ezekiel 8:14

Then he brought me to the door of the gate of the LORD'S house which was toward the north; and, behold, there sat women weeping for Tammuz.


Here we see the women of Israel weeping, not for God or the lost sheep of Israel, but for the false god Tammuz, which was another name for Nimrod, the builder of the tower of Babel. Finally God takes Ezekiel to the front door of the temple in....

Ezekiel 8:16

And he brought me into the inner court of the LORD'S house, and, behold, at the door of the temple of the LORD, between the porch and the altar, were about five and twenty men, with their backs toward the temple of the LORD, and their faces toward the east; and they worshipped the sun toward the east.


Now we see the men of Israel standing before God's temple, worshipping the sun. Is there any wonder that God had to do something? God did do something, as we see in....

II Kings 25:1-3

And it came to pass in the ninth year of his reign, in the tenth month, in the tenth day of the month, that Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon came, he, and all his host, against Jerusalem, and pitched against it; and they built forts against it round about. And the city was besieged unto the eleventh year of king Zedekiah. And on the ninth day of the fourth month the famine prevailed in the city, and there was no bread for the people of the land.


Now the date of the destruction of the temple is so important that God gives it twice more in the Holy Scriptures. The second time it appears is in....

Jeremiah 39:2

And in the eleventh year of Zedekiah, in the fourth month, the ninth day of the month, the city was broken up.


The third appearance of this date we find in....

Jeremiah 52:6

And in the fourth month, in the ninth day of the month, the famine was sore in the city, so that there was no bread for the people of the land.


While the name of the fourth month is not given in the Bible, the fourth month on the Jewish calendar is named Tammuz. Looking back at our references to the causes of the destruction of the temple from Ezekiel, that name seems most appropriate. Don't you think?  The Holy Scriptures contain many details concerning the destruction of Jerusalem by King Nebuchadnezzar of Babylon. One of the most poignant of these descriptions is given in....

Lamentations 5:1-16

Remember, O LORD, what is come upon us: consider, and behold our reproach. Our inheritance is turned to strangers, our houses to aliens. We are orphans and fatherless, our mothers are as widows. We have drunken our water for money; our wood is sold unto us. Our necks are under persecution: we labour, and have no rest. We have given the hand to the Egyptians, and to the Assyrians, to be satisfied with bread. Our fathers have sinned, and are not; and we have borne their iniquities. Servants have ruled over us: there is none that doth deliver us out of their hand. We gat our bread with the peril of our lives because of the sword of the wilderness. Our skin was black like an oven because of the terrible famine. They ravished the women in Zion, and the maids in the cities of Judah. Princes are hanged up by their hand: the faces of elders were not honoured. They took the young men to grind, and the children fell under the wood. The elders have ceased from the gate, the young men from their musick. The joy of our heart is ceased; our dance is turned into mourning. The crown is fallen from our head: woe unto us, that we have sinned!


There may be some people today who, like Jeremiah, feel that God is angry with them. If that is so, and if your iniquities have separated you from fellowship with God, let me leave you with a word of encouragement. God will turn back to you if you will only repent! You are not alone in your sin. All of God's children have fallen short at one point or another. I will leave you with the words of King David. The words that you are about to read were written by him after he had been confronted by the prophet Nathan concerning his sin of adultery and murder. These words are found in....

Psalms 51:1-13

To the chief Musician, A Psalm of David, when Nathan the prophet came unto him, after he had gone in to Bathsheba. Have mercy upon me, O God, according to thy lovingkindness: according unto the multitude of thy tender mercies blot out my transgressions. Wash me throughly from mine iniquity, and cleanse me from my sin. For I acknowledge my transgressions: and my sin is ever before me. Against thee, thee only, have I sinned, and done this evil in thy sight: that thou mightest be justified when thou speakest, and be clear when thou judgest. Behold, I was shapen in iniquity; and in sin did my mother conceive me. Behold, thou desirest truth in the inward parts: and in the hidden part thou shalt make me to know wisdom. Purge me with hyssop, and I shall be clean: wash me, and I shall be whiter than snow. Make me to hear joy and gladness; that the bones which thou hast broken may rejoice. Hide thy face from my sins, and blot out all mine iniquities. Create in me a clean heart, O God; and renew a right spirit within me. Cast me not away from thy presence; and take not thy holy spirit from me. Restore unto me the joy of thy salvation; and uphold me with thy free spirit. Then will I teach transgressors thy ways; and sinners shall be converted unto thee.

 

 

THE TWO KINGDOMS

THE CAPTIVITY OF ISRAEL-582 BC to 512 BC

II Chronicles 36:20-21

And them that had escaped from the sword carried he away to Babylon; where they were servants to him and his sons until the reign of the kingdom of Persia: To fulfill the word of the LORD by the mouth of Jeremiah, until the land had enjoyed her Sabbaths: for as long as she lay desolate she kept Sabbath, to fulfill threescore and ten years.


The destruction of the temple in Jerusalem happened on Tammuz 9, 582 BC. This judgment fell on the nation of Israel because they had turned away from God. This judgment was carried out by the Gentile nation of Babylon under the leadership of King Nebuchanezzar. As we just read, this captivity was to last for 70 years. Finally the Babylonians would be defeated by the Medo-Persians and the people of Israel would be allowed to go home.

II Chronicles 36:22-23

Now in the first year of Cyrus king of Persia, that the word of the LORD spoken by the mouth of Jeremiah might be accomplished, the LORD stirred up the spirit of Cyrus king of Persia, that he made a proclamation throughout all his kingdom, and put it also in writing, saying, Thus saith Cyrus king of Persia, All the kingdoms of the earth hath the LORD God of heaven given me; and he hath charged me to build him an house in Jerusalem, which is in Judah. Who is there among you of all his people? The LORD his God be with him, and let him go up.


This incidence itself would be the fulfillment of a prophecy given by Isaiah nearly two hundred years earlier. The king who would allow the people of Israel to come home would be given by name in this prophecy many years before he was even born, as we see in....

Isaiah 44:28

That saith of Cyrus, He is my shepherd, and shall perform all my pleasure: even saying to Jerusalem, Thou shalt be built; and to the temple, Thy foundation shall be laid.


One of the groups taken into captivity included the prophet Ezekiel. Ezekiel's story, as we have already seen, gives many of the reasons for the captivity of Israel, and his story begins in....

Ezekiel 1:1

Now it came to pass in the thirtieth year, in the fourth month, in the fifth day of the month, as I was among the captives by the river of Chebar, that the heavens were opened, and I saw visions of God.


Yet another group of captives was made up of several young men of the nation and included the prophet Daniel. The story of Daniel and his companions, who were given special names by their captors, is given in....

Daniel 1:7

Unto whom the prince of the eunuchs gave names: for he gave unto Daniel the name of Belteshazzar; and to Hananiah, of Shadrach; and to Mishael, of Meshach; and to Azariah, of Abednego.


While God had passed judgment on the nation of Israel for turning away from Him, he still watched over those who were faithful to him. Regardless of how evil any nation has become in the history of the world, there is always a remnant of the people who are faithful to God. Such people have a very special name in the Bible. We first find this name in....

Deuteronomy 33:1-3

And this is the blessing, wherewith Moses the man of God blessed the children of Israel before his death. And he said, the LORD came from Sinai, and rose up from Seir unto them; he shined forth from mount Paran, and he came with ten thousands of saints: from his right hand went a fiery law for them. Yea, he love the people; all his saints are in thy hand: and they sat down at thy feet; every one shall receive of thy words.


Thus we see that believers who receive and follow God's word are called saints. This is not like sainthood in Catholicism, where some cardinals get together and vote you in. If you are a Christian, in God's eye, you are one of His saints. God wanted Israel to follow him, but as we have already seen, as a nation they finally turned away. To better understand what happened, we need to look at a warning that was given to the nation Israel in....

Joshua 22:16

Thus saith the whole congregation of the LORD, What trespass is this that ye have committed against the God of Israel, to turn away this day from following the LORD, in that ye have builded you an altar, that ye might rebel this day against the LORD?


Here we see the beginning of all of Israel's problems. They always got into trouble when they would rebel and build an altar to another god. This is one of the things that God showed to Ezekiel. It is this type of behavior that broke His heart then, and we still do the same things today, if we are not careful. If we were to take the two types of people that are in the world today and divide them into teams, we would have the Saints against the Rebels. Let's take a look at a person who might would have been a good candidate for the captain of the Rebel team in the Old Testament.

Genesis 10:8-10

And Cush begat Nimrod: he began to be a mighty one in the earth. He was a mighty hunter before the LORD: wherefore it is said, Even as Nimrod the mighty hunter before the LORD. And the beginning of his kingdom was Babel, and Erech, and Accad, and Calneh, in the land of Shinar.


For 6,000 years a battle has raged. For every person in the world today, the battle is the same as it was when Satan first deceived Adam and Eve in the garden of Eden. There are basically three lies. First, the devil will question God's word. Then he will convince you that you can become god. Then he will also assure you that there is no final judgment (Genesis 3:1-5). Once this is done, he is able to convince you that it is your good works that will get you to heaven (Genesis 4:2-3). Finally he is able to lead you down the primrose path to idolatry (Genesis 31:19), astrology, and sorcery (Isaiah 47:1-13). Whenever a person finally gets serious with God, he must first put away all of these ungodly practices, as we see in....

Genesis 35:1-4

And God said unto Jacob, Arise, go up to Bethel, and dwell there: and make there an altar unto God, that appeared unto thee when thou fleddest from the face of Esau thy brother. Then Jacob said unto his household, and to all that were with him, Put away the strange gods that are among you, and be clean, and change your garments: And let us arise, and go up to Bethel; and I will make there an altar unto God, who answered me in the day of my distress, and was with me in the way which I went. And they gave unto Jacob all the strange gods which were in their hand, and all their earrings which were in their ears; and Jacob hid them under the oak which was by Shechem.


When god's people no longer follow Him, judgment will always soon follow, if they do not repent and turn back to Him. This is the fate that would befall the ten northern tribes of Israel, as recorded in....

II Kings 18:11-13

And the king of Assyria did carry away Israel unto Assyria, and put them in Halah and in Habor by the river of Gozan, and in the cities of the Medes: Because they obeyed not the voice of the LORD their God, but transgressed his covenant, and all that Moses the servant of the LORD commanded, and would not hear them, nor do them. Now in the fourteenth year of king Hezekiah did Sennacherib king of Assyria come up against all the fenced cities of Judah, and took them.


While God allowed Israel to be captured by Assyria, He would deliver Judah from them because of the faith of good King Hezekiah. Assyria is one of the Gentile kingdoms that God used to rule over Israel. Finally, however, the southern nation of Judah would also turn from God and He would allow them to be conquered by the Gentile nation of Babylon. However, as we see in the book of Daniel, God would continue to preserve His saints, even in captivity.

Daniel 1:17

As for these four children, God gave them knowledge and skill in all learning and wisdom: and Daniel had understanding in all visions and dreams.


Daniel had a gift from God for discerning dreams, similar to the one that his ancestor Joseph had. Just as God had used this gift to lift Joseph to a place of power, so He does the same with Daniel in.... 

Daniel 2:1-12

And in the second year of the reign of Nebuchadnezzar, Nebuchadnezzar dreamed dreams, wherewith his spirit was troubled, and his sleep brake from him. Then the king commanded to call the magicians, and the astrologers, and the sorcerers, and the Chaldeans, for to shew the king his dreams. So they came and stood before the king. And the king said unto them, I have dreamed a dream, and my spirit was troubled to know the dream. Then spake the Chaldeans to the king in Syriac, O king, live for ever: tell thy servants the dream, and we will shew the interpretation. The king answered and said to the Chaldeans, The thing is gone from me: if ye will not make known unto me the dream, with the interpretation thereof, ye shall be cut in pieces, and your houses shall be made a dunghill. But if ye shew the dream, and the interpretation thereof, ye shall receive of me gifts and rewards and great honour: therefore shew me the dream, and the interpretation thereof. They answered again and said, Let the king tell his servants the dream, and we will shew the interpretation of it. The king answered and said, I know of certainty that ye would gain the time, because ye see the thing is gone from me. But if ye will not make known unto me the dream, there is but one decree for you: for ye have prepared lying and corrupt words to speak before me, till the time be changed: therefore tell me the dream, and I shall know that ye can shew me the interpretation thereof. The Chaldeans answered before the king, and said, There is not a man upon the earth that can shew the king's matter: therefore there is no king, lord, nor ruler, that asked such things at any magician, or astrologer, or Chaldean. And it is a rare thing that the king requireth, and there is none other that can shew it before the king, except the gods, whose dwelling is not with flesh. For this cause the king was angry and very furious, and commanded to destroy all the wise men of Babylon.


When Daniel learns the situation, he has a prayer meeting with his three friends, and then God gives him the interpretation of the dream. Thus he is able to save all the wise men of Babylon, which by the way, included Daniel and his three friends. Many years later, another group of such wise men would visit the Baby Jesus at His birth. If you stop and think about it, this makes perfect sense. Only Jewish wise men would travel all that way just to worship a Jewish baby. At this point in time, however, it is the king's dream that is very important to the understanding of the big picture that God is painting with these stories. The dream goes as follows.

Daniel 2:31-43

Thou, O king, sawest, and behold a great image. This great image, whose brightness was excellent, stood before thee; and the form thereof was terrible. This image's head was of fine gold, his breast and his arms of silver, his belly and his thighs of brass, His legs of iron, his feet part of iron and part of clay. Thou sawest till that a stone was cut out without hands, which smote the image upon his feet that were of iron and clay, and brake them to pieces. Then was the iron, the clay, the brass, the silver, and the gold, broken to pieces together, and became like the chaff of the summer threshingfloors; and the wind carried them away, that no place was found for them: and the stone that smote the image became a great mountain, and filled the whole earth. This is the dream; and we will tell the interpretation thereof before the king. Thou, O king, art a king of kings: for the God of heaven hath given thee a kingdom, power, and strength, and glory. And wheresoever the children of men dwell, the beasts of the field and the fowls of the heaven hath he given into thine hand, and hath made thee ruler over them all. Thou art this head of gold. And after thee shall arise another kingdom inferior to thee, and another third kingdom of brass, which shall bear rule over all the earth. And the fourth kingdom shall be strong as iron: forasmuch as iron breaketh in pieces and subdueth all things: and as iron that breaketh all these, shall it break in pieces and bruise. And whereas thou sawest the feet and toes, part of potters' clay, and part of iron, the kingdom shall be divided; but there shall be in it of the strength of the iron, forasmuch as thou sawest the iron mixed with miry clay. And as the toes of the feet were part of iron, and part of clay, so the kingdom shall be partly strong, and partly broken. And whereas thou sawest iron mixed with miry clay, they shall mingle themselves with the seed of men: but they shall not cleave one to another, even as iron is not mixed with clay.


While the king is amazed by this story, he misinterprets the meaning and, instead of worshipping God, builds a golden image of himself, which nearly costs Daniel's friends their lives (Daniel 3). Finally, however, King Nebuchadnezzar gets God's message and becomes a believer. You can read his testimony in Daniel 4. While God used Daniel to turn King Nebuchanezzar from a rebel into a saint. However, the heir to Nebuchanezzar's throne does not fare as well, as we learn in....

Daniel 5:30-31

In that night was Belshazzar the king of the Chaldeans slain. And Darius the Median took the kingdom, being about threescore and two years old.


It is at this point in time that Medo-Persia becomes the next kingdom to rule over Israel. It is the Medo-Persian King Darius that would throw Daniel into the lion's den (Daniel 6). Daniel would be rescued by God, and would be given a vision that is, in many ways similar to the dream given to Nebuchanezzar, in....

Daniel 7:1-14

In the first year of Belshazzar king of Babylon Daniel had a dream and visions of his head upon his bed: then he wrote the dream, and told the sum of the matters. Daniel spake and said, I saw in my vision by night, and, behold, the four winds of the heaven strove upon the great sea. And four great beasts came up from the sea, diverse one from another. The first was like a lion, and had eagle's wings: I beheld till the wings thereof were plucked, and it was lifted up from the earth, and made stand upon the feet as a man, and a man's heart was given to it. And behold another beast, a second, like to a bear, and it raised up itself on one side, and it had three ribs in the mouth of it between the teeth of it: and they said thus unto it, Arise, devour much flesh. After this I beheld, and lo another, like a leopard, which had upon the back of it four wings of a fowl; the beast had also four heads; and dominion was given to it. After this I saw in the night visions, and behold a fourth beast, dreadful and terrible, and strong exceedingly; and it had great iron teeth: it devoured and brake in pieces, and stamped the residue with the feet of it: and it was diverse from all the beasts that were before it; and it had ten horns. I considered the horns, and, behold, there came up among them another little horn, before whom there were three of the first horns plucked up by the roots: and, behold, in this horn were eyes like the eyes of man, and a mouth speaking great things. I beheld till the thrones were cast down, and the Ancient of days did sit, whose garment was white as snow, and the hair of his head like the pure wool: his throne was like the fiery flame, and his wheels as burning fire. A fiery stream issued and came forth from before him: thousand thousands ministered unto him, and ten thousand times ten thousand stood before him: the judgment was set, and the books were opened. I beheld then because of the voice of the great words which the horn spake: I beheld even till the beast was slain, and his body destroyed, and given to the burning flame. As concerning the rest of the beasts, they had their dominion taken away: yet their lives were prolonged for a season and time. I saw in the night visions, and, behold, one like the Son of man came with the clouds of heaven, and came to the Ancient of days, and they brought him near before him. And there was given him dominion, and glory, and a kingdom, that all people, nations, and languages, should serve him: his dominion is an everlasting dominion, which shall not pass away, and his kingdom that which shall not be destroyed.


Once again, God is giving Daniel insight into the future of the nation of Israel. The identity of these beasts is given in....

Daniel 7:15-17

I Daniel was grieved in my spirit in the midst of my body, and the visions of my head troubled me. I came near unto one of them that stood by, and asked him the truth of all this. So he told me, and made me know the interpretation of the things. These great beasts, which are four, are four kings, which shall arise out of the earth.


Again we see a series of kingdoms that will rule over the earth, each one conquering the one before it. Daniel later has another vision, again about beasts of the earth caught in a titanic struggle. He is given the meaning of this vision, which gives us even more insight into the identity of these kingdoms.

Daniel 8:19-21

And he said, Behold, I will make thee know what shall be in the last end of the indignation: for at the time appointed the end shall be. The ram which thou sawest having two horns are the kings of Media and Persia. And the rough goat is the king of Grecia: and the great horn that is between his eyes is the first king.


Here we see that the kingdom of Medo-Persia would be conquered by Greece which would ultimately fall in turn to the Gentile kingdom that would be ruling over the nation of Israel at the time of the Apostle John.

Revelation 17:18

And the woman which thou sawest is that great city, which reigneth over the kings of the earth.


The city mentioned here can only be Rome. This kingdom is very significant because it is this kingdom that would give birth to the final Gentile kingdom which is described in a vision that Daniel is given from God in....

Daniel 2:44-45

And in the days of these kings shall the God of heaven set up a kingdom, which shall never be destroyed: and the kingdom shall not be left to other people, but it shall break in pieces and consume all these kingdoms, and it shall stand for ever. Forasmuch as thou sawest that the stone was cut out of the mountain without hands, and that it brake in pieces the iron, the brass, the clay, the silver, and the gold; the great God hath made known to the king what shall come to pass hereafter: and the dream is certain, and the interpretation thereof sure.


To summarize, God reveals to the Prophet Daniel that there would be four kingdoms from the time he lived until the time that the world would end. The first kingdom was the one that had taken Daniel into captivity, Babylon. This kingdom would be followed by Medo-Persia, Greece, and Rome. Finally a world ruling kingdom that would arise out of Rome that would exist when Jesus comes back to set up His kingdom. The Apostle John also sees a similar vision in....

Revelation 13:1-8

And I stood upon the sand of the sea, and saw a beast rise up out of the sea, having seven heads and ten horns, and upon his horns ten crowns, and upon his heads the name of blasphemy. And the beast which I saw was like unto a leopard, and his feet were as the feet of a bear, and his mouth as the mouth of a lion: and the dragon gave him his power, and his seat, and great authority. And I saw one of his heads as it were wounded to death; and his deadly wound was healed: and all the world wondered after the beast. And they worshipped the dragon which gave power unto the beast: and they worshipped the beast, saying, Who is like unto the beast? who is able to make war with him? And there was given unto him a mouth speaking great things and blasphemies; and power was given unto him to continue forty and two months. And he opened his mouth in blasphemy against God, to blaspheme his name, and his tabernacle, and them that dwell in heaven. And it was given unto him to make war with the saints, and to overcome them: and power was given him over all kindreds, and tongues, and nations. And all that dwell upon the earth shall worship him, whose names are not written in the book of life of the Lamb slain from the foundation of the world.


Notice that the beast in this vision has seven heads and ten horns. If you will go back at this point and read again about he four beasts in Daniel's vision (Daniel 7:1-14), you will be able to see that these beast, collectively, have seven heads and ten horns also. The parallel between the beasts of Daniel and the beast of Revelation is no coincidence. As we say back home, this is a God-incidence. The Apostle John was shown many wondrous things in the book of Revelation. Now that we have seen the political system that leads up to the last days, we need to take a look at the spiritual side of this last days kingdom. For this, we go to....

Revelation 17:1-11

And there came one of the seven angels which had the seven vials, and talked with me, saying unto me, Come hither; I will shew unto thee the judgment of the great whore that sitteth upon many waters: With whom the kings of the earth have committed fornication, and the inhabitants of the earth have been made drunk with the wine of her fornication. So he carried me away in the spirit into the wilderness: and I saw a woman sit upon a scarlet coloured beast, full of names of blasphemy, having seven heads and ten horns. And the woman was arrayed in purple and scarlet colour, and decked with gold and precious stones and pearls, having a golden cup in her hand full of abominations and filthiness of her fornication: And upon her forehead was a name written, MYSTERY, BABYLON THE GREAT, THE MOTHER OF HARLOTS AND ABOMINATIONS OF THE EARTH. And I saw the woman drunken with the blood of the saints, and with the blood of the martyrs of Jesus: and when I saw her, I wondered with great admiration. And the angel said unto me, Wherefore didst thou marvel? I will tell thee the mystery of the woman, and of the beast that carrieth her, which hath the seven heads and ten horns. The beast that thou sawest was, and is not; and shall ascend out of the bottomless pit, and go into perdition: and they that dwell on the earth shall wonder, whose names were not written in the book of life from the foundation of the world, when they behold the beast that was, and is not, and yet is. And here is the mind which hath wisdom. The seven heads are seven mountains, on which the woman sitteth. And there are seven kings: five are fallen, and one is, [and] the other is not yet come; and when he cometh, he must continue a short space. And the beast that was, and is not, even he is the eighth, and is of the seven, and goeth into perdition.


Here again we see the beast of Revelation. we also see that John is told of seven kingdoms. Five have already ruled. Looking from John's perspective and going back in time, we find that the first kingdom to rule over Israel was Egypt, followed by Assyria. Then we see the four beasts of Daniel's vision which represent Babylon, Medo-Persia, Greece, and Rome. The seventh kingdom is the one world government that will be ruling over the whole earth during the Great Tribulation spoken of by Daniel and by Jesus Christ Himself in Matthew 24. This final human kingdom will be taken over by the eighth, which is the devil's kingdom coming from hell itself. Thus we see the true power behind all the wars, factions, rebellions, and revolutions of history. It is the power of Satan, the original rebel himself who has opposed God and his saints throughout all of history. This is the final kingdom that will be finally conquered when Jesus returns as we see in....

Daniel 7:13-14

I saw in the night visions, and, behold, one like the Son of man came with the clouds of heaven, and came to the Ancient of days, and they brought him near before him. And there was given him dominion, and glory, and a kingdom, that all people, nations, and languages, should serve him: his dominion is an everlasting dominion, which shall not pass away, and his kingdom that which shall not be destroyed.

 

THE TWO KINGDOMS

THE PROCLAMATION OF CYRUS-ETHANIM 1, 512 BC


The nation of Israel passed under the judgment of a righteous God when they decided to follow the gods of the Gentiles instead of the Living God who had made them a nation. They were brought before the eternal court of the universe and found guilty for turning their backs on God. The verdict was handed down in due order. They had followed the gods of the Gentile nations, now they would literally follow them as they were taken into captivity by....

Ezekiel 3:6

Not to many people of a strange speech and of an hard language, whose words thou canst not understand. Surely, had I sent thee to them, they would have hearkened unto thee.


The nation of Israel was to be a light unto the Gentile nations around it, but they failed to keep faith with God, and were thus judged. America today should take heed to this same warning. This period of judgment began when the temple was destroyed and the sacrifices, which had been offered daily for over 900 years, ceased and the nation of Israel went into captivity. This captivity ended when, under the leadership of Ezra, the people returned to their homeland and....

Ezra 3:6

From the first day of the seventh month began they to offer burnt offerings unto the LORD. But the foundation of the temple of the LORD was not yet laid.


The seventh month of the year, according to the Holy Scriptures, is given a name in....

II Kings 8:2

And all the men of Israel assembled themselves unto king Solomon at the feast in the month Ethanim, which is the seventh month.


Thus we know that the temple sacrifices began again on Ethanim 1. The year that the temple sacrifices began again can be determined in....

Jeremiah 25:10-11

Moreover I will take from them the voice of mirth, and the voice of gladness, the voice of the bridegroom, and the voice of the bride, the sound of the millstones, and the light of the candle. And this whole land shall be a desolation, and an astonishment; and these nations shall serve the king of Babylon seventy years.


Now if we know that the temple in Jerusalem was destroyed in 582 BC, and the captivity of Israel lasted 70 years, then we also know that the people started to return to Jerusalem to rebuild the temple in 512 BC. Thus we know that the temple sacrifices began again on Ethanim 1, 512 BC, seventy years after the destruction of the temple in Jerusalem. 

THE TWO KINGDOMS

THE TIMES OF THE GENTILES-512 BC to AD 1

Ezra 1:1-4

Now in the first year of Cyrus king of Persia, that the word of the LORD by the mouth of Jeremiah might be fulfilled, the LORD stirred up the spirit of Cyrus king of Persia, that he made a proclamation throughout all his kingdom, and put it also in writing, saying, Thus saith Cyrus king of Persia, the LORD God of heaven hath given me all the kingdoms of the earth; and he hath charged me to build him an house at Jerusalem, which is in Judah. Who is thee among you of all his people? His God be with him, and let him go up to Jerusalem, which is in Judah, and build the house of the LORD God of Israel, (he is the God,) which is in Jerusalem. And whosoever remaineth in any place where he sojourneth, let the men of his place help him with silver, and with gold, and with goods, and with beasts, beside the freewill offering for the house of God that is in Jerusalem.

The temple sacrifices began again on Ethanim 1, 512 BC.  It is at this point in time that we again take up our narrative as King Cyrus frees certain of the Jews to rebuild the temple. While Ezra and his people face much opposition by the Gentiles around Jerusalem who do not want the temple rebuilt, the work begins. Once the work is begun, God sends two prophets, who wrote two of the last books of the Old Testament, to help encourage the men in....

Ezra 5:1

Then the prophets, Haggai the prophet, and Zechariah the son of Iddo, prophesied unto the Jews that were in Judah and Jerusalem in the name of the God of Israel, even unto them.


While Ezra and his people begin the work of rebuilding the temple, the city still lies in ruins around them. This situation is rectified when, some time later, God calls forth another Jewish leader with a slightly different task in....

Nehemiah 1:1-4

The words of Nehemiah the son of Hachaliah. And it came to pass in the month Chisleu, in the twentieth year, as I was in Shushan the palace, That Hanani, one of my brethren, came, he and certain men of Judah; and I asked them concerning the Jews that had escaped, which were left of the captivity, and concerning Jerusalem. And they said unto me, The remnant that are left of the captivity there in the province are in great affliction and reproach: the wall of Jerusalem also is broken down, and the gates thereof are burned with fire. And it came to pass, when I heard these words, that I sat down and wept, and mourned certain days, and fasted, and prayed before the God of heaven,


When Nehemiah learns of the sad state of affairs in Jerusalem, it breaks his heart. While he is serving King Artaxerxes, the king notices his sorrowful condition, and asks what is troubling him. God uses this event to have Nehemiah sent to help with the work of rebuilding the temple and the city. However, God does not only chronicle the events surrounding those Jews who returned from the captivity, but also those who still lived in the Gentile nations scattered around Israel. He also provides for His followers as they live in these foreign lands also, as the story of Esther tells us.

Esther 1:1-2

Now it came to pass in the days of Ahasuerus, (this is Ahasuerus which reigned, from India even unto Ethiopia, over an hundred and seven and twenty provinces:) That in those days, when the king Ahasuerus sat on the throne of his kingdom, which was in Shushan the palace,


King Ahasuerus, although an unbeliever, would be mightily used of God to preserve His people in this foreign land. The story begins with a party that the king throws for his followers in....

Esther 1:3-10

In the third year of his reign, he made a feast unto all his princes and his servants; the power of Persia and Media, the nobles and princes of the provinces, being before him: When he shewed the riches of his glorious kingdom and the honour of his excellent majesty many days, even an hundred and fourscore days. And when these days were expired, the king made a feast unto all the people that were present in Shushan the palace, both unto great and small, seven days, in the court of the garden of the king's palace; Where were white, green, and blue, hangings, fastened with cords of fine linen and purple to silver rings and pillars of marble: the beds were of gold and silver, upon a pavement of red, and blue, and white, and black, marble. And they gave them drink in vessels of gold, (the vessels being diverse one from another,) and royal wine in abundance, according to the state of the king. And the drinking was according to the law; none did compel: for so the king had appointed to all the officers of his house, that they should do according to every man's pleasure. Also Vashti the queen made a feast for the women in the royal house which belonged to king Ahasuerus. On the seventh day, when the heart of the king was merry with wine, he commanded Mehuman, Biztha, Harbona, Bigtha, and Abagtha, Zethar, and Carcas, the seven chamberlains that served in the presence of Ahasuerus the king,


When Queen Vashti offends the king, he replaces her with Esther. Through this seemingly random event, God is able to preserve the Jews in this part of the world from a terrible slaughter. Thus God shows that he protects his saints, even though he must pass judgment on the nation as a whole.  Just as dates have been carefully recorded by the Holy Scriptures from the creation to this point in time, God will continue to record His Old Testament timetable. Up to this point, God has used various methods to count the years. First, in Genesis, we counted the years between the times that one generation would be born and the next would be begotten. These years carried us from Adam to Abraham. God's second method was to give us the years of the sojourning, the time from Abraham to Moses. Then we counted the years that the judges ruled over Israel from Moses to Samuel. Next we counted the years that the kings of Israel reigned.  The problem we face now is that there are no longer any Jewish kings to count the years by. God was prepared for this, however, as we are about to see. We know that Nebuchadnezzar carried out the destruction of the temple in 582 BC. From this date forward God will use the Gentile kings that He has appointed to rule over Israel to count the years from this point forward. Our first stop will be the heir apparent to King Nebuchadnezzar, as we learn in....

Daniel 8:1-2

In the third year of the reign of king Belshazzar a vision appeared unto me, even unto me Daniel, after that which appeared unto me at the first. And I saw in a vision; and it came to pass, when I saw, that I was at Shushan in the palace, which is in the province of Elam; and I saw in a vision, and I was by the river of Ulai.


It is important to note that God does a shift here from the temple in Jerusalem to the palace in Shushan, which was the royal throne of the Gentile kingdom ruling over Israel. This will become an important fact as we go along. Also notice that we are now counting the years, not according to the kings of Israel, but according to the different Gentile kings who rule over Israel after the destruction of the temple. As a jumping off point for the next stage of our chronology, we must first turn to Daniel again....

Daniel 9:1-2

In the first year of Darius the son of Ahasuerus, of the seed of the Medes, which was made king over the realm of the Chaldeans; In the first year of his reign I Daniel understood by books the number of the years, whereof the word of the LORD came to Jeremiah the prophet, that he would accomplish seventy years in the desolations of Jerusalem.


Here we see that Daniel determines that the time for God's people to return to Jerusalem is near. He comes to this conclusion, not by some scientific method, but by simple faith in God's word. How many of us today would be better off if we did the same. We also know the name of the king that would send the Jews back to their homeland in....

Isaiah 44:28

That saith of Cyrus, He is my shepherd, and shall perform all my pleasure: even saying to Jerusalem, Thou shalt be built; and to the temple, Thy foundation shall be laid.


As we have already seen, Cyrus released the Jews in the first year of his reign. This means that Cyrus would command Ezra to rebuild the temple 70 after the captivity began. As we have already noted, the captivity began in 582 BC. Therefore we know that Cyrus began to reign over Israel in 512 BC. Daniel also tells us how long he ruled....

Daniel 10:1

In the third year of Cyrus king of Persia a thing was revealed unto Daniel, whose name was called Belteshazzar; and the thing was true, but the time appointed was long: and he understood the thing, and had understanding of the vision.


In Daniel 9, we saw Cyrus' reign over the nation of Israel begin. In Daniel 10, we see he reigns at least 3 years. Then suddenly there is a change that takes place in....

Daniel 11:1

Also I in the first year of Darius the Mede, even I, stood to confirm and to strengthen him.


From this we can see that Cyrus reigned over Israel for 3 years, then Darius began to rule. Simple math now shows us that, since Cyrus' reign began in 512 BC, Darius began his rule over Israel in 509 BC. With this date, we discover that the counting of the years by Daniel now ends. To continue the counting, we need to turn to a book that we have already been used by God to give us the date that ended the captivity. We find the length of Darius' rule over Israel in....

Ezra 6:14-15

And the elders of the Jews builded, and they prospered through the prophesying of Haggai the prophet and Zechariah the son of Iddo. And they builded, and finished it, according to the commandment of the God of Israel, and according to the commandment of Cyrus, and Darius, and Artaxerxes king of Persia. And this house was finished on the third day of the month Adar, which was in the sixth year of the reign of Darius the king.


Here we see that Darius was ruling over Israel for 6 years. Then, once again, a sudden change takes place as we see in the very next chapter.

Ezra 7:1

Now after these things, in the reign of Artaxerxes king of Persia, Ezra the son of Seraiah, the son of Azariah, the son of Hilkiah,


Now the throne changes again. Thus we see that, after Darius reigns 6 years, Artaxerxes comes to the throne. If Darius' reign began in 509 BC, then the reign of Artaxerxes would have begun in 503 BC. As we have already seen, Nehemiah would lead a second group of Jews back to rebuild the city during the reign of Artaxerxes. The exact year that this would happen is given in....

Nehemiah 2:1

And it came to pass in the month Nisan, in the twentieth year of Artaxerxes the king, that wine was before him: and I took up the wine, and gave it unto the king. Now I had not been beforetime sad in his presence.


As we have already mentioned, because of Nehemiah's sorry, the king commands Nehemiah to rebuild the city of Jerusalem. Following our chronological path, if Artaxerxes began his reign in 503 BC, and Nehemiah leaves 20 years later, then he began the rebuilding of the city of Jerusalem in 483 BC. At this point, you might begin to wonder as to why we spend so much time counting these years. There is a very important reason for this. Remember that God has been very meticulously counting all the years of the Old Testament from the creation to now. There is a very important reason for this. In Daniel 9, the prophet is terribly trouble because it is time for God's people to return to Israel and Daniel sees no evidence that this is taking place. At that point, he does what all of us should always do when we are troubled. He fasts and prays. Not only does God answer his prayer, but God reveals a lot more. Our main concern here is a prophecy that God gave to Daniel in....

Daniel 9:23-25

At the beginning of thy supplications the commandment came forth, and I am come to shew thee; for thou art greatly beloved: therefore understand the matter, and consider the vision. Seventy weeks are determined upon thy people and upon thy holy city, to finish the transgression, and to make an end of sins, and to make reconciliation for iniquity, and to bring in everlasting righteousness, and to seal up the vision and prophecy, and to anoint the most Holy. Know therefore and understand, that from the going forth of the commandment to restore and to build Jerusalem unto the Messiah the Prince shall be seven weeks, and threescore and two weeks: the street shall be built again, and the wall, even in troublous times.


God not only assures Daniel that the people will return to Israel on time, but he also gives Daniel the year in which the Messiah would come to Jerusalem! The weeks mentioned in this text is a week of years, not days. Thus the time of the Messiah's coming would be counted from the year that the commandment would be given by Artaxerxes to rebuild Jerusalem. From this point in time, God tells us to count seven plus threescore plus two weeks. Threescore is 60, so our calculation of the years becomes 7 + 60 + 2. In other words, there are 69 weeks of years from Nehemiah's return to the Messiah coming to Jerusalem. Since a week of years is seven years, our the next step in our formula is 69 x 7 which equals 483. This means that God reveals here that there would be 483 years from the 20th year of Artaxerxes in 483 BC to the coming of the Messiah in AD 1!  I want you to take a moment for this to sink in. The God who created the universe, carefully counted the years from the time of creation to the year that Jesus Christ would first come to the temple in Jerusalem. This event took place forty days after His birth, when we read in....

Luke 2:22-32

And when the days of her purification according to the law of Moses were accomplished, they brought him to Jerusalem, to present him to the Lord; (As it is written in the law of the Lord, Every male that openeth the womb shall be called holy to the Lord;) And to offer a sacrifice according to that which is said in the law of the Lord, A pair of turtledoves, or two young pigeons. And, behold, there was a man in Jerusalem, whose name was Simeon; and the same man was just and devout, waiting for the consolation of Israel: and the Holy Ghost was upon him. And it was revealed unto him by the Holy Ghost, that he should not see death, before he had seen the Lord's Christ. And he came be the Spirit into the temple: and when the parents brought in the child Jesus, to do for him after the custom of the law, Then took he him up in his arms, and blessed God, and said, Lord, now lettest thou thy servant depart in peace, according to thy word: For mine eyes have seen thy salvation, Which thou hast prepared before the face of all people; A light to lighten the Gentiles, and the glory of thy people Israel.


It is on this fateful day that Simeon the prophet and Anna the prophetess would declare before the people of Israel that the Messiah has been born. Thus God has brought us full circle. The Old Testament begins with the creation of the earth and ends with the Creator coming to the earth. God did all this, not in 4 billion years, and not in 4 million years. In fact, He did it not in 4001 years or even 3999 years, but in 4,000 years exactly. Any God who is able to manipulate world history in such a way as to bring about the salvation of all mankind is a God who is worthy of our worship. 

 

 

 

THE TWO KINGDOMS

THE COMING OF THE CHRIST-AD 1

John 1:1-5

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. The same was in the beginning with God. All things were made by him; and without him was not any thing made that was made. In him was life; and the life was the light of men. And the light shineth in darkness; and the darkness comprehended it not.


Here we see the story of the birth of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ given from the father's perspective. This is just one of the three times this story is given in the Holy Scriptures. The first time is in....

Matthew 1:1-16

The book of the generation of Jesus Christ, the son of David, the son of Abraham. Abraham begat Isaac; and Isaac begat Jacob; and Jacob begat Judas and his brethren; And Judas begat Phares and Zara of Thamar; and Phares begat Esrom; and Esrom begat Aram; And Aram begat Aminadab; and Aminadab begat Naasson; and Naasson begat Salmon; And Salmon begat Booz of Rachab; and Booz begat Obed of Ruth; and Obed begat Jesse; And Jesse begat David the king; and David the king begat Solomon of her that had been the wife of Urias; And Solomon begat Roboam; and Roboam begat Abia; and Abia begat Asa; And Asa begat Josaphat; and Josaphat begat Joram; and Joram begat Ozias; And Ozias begat Joatham; and Joatham begat Achaz; and Achaz begat Ezekias; And Ezekias begat Manasses; and Manasses begat Amon; and Amon begat Josias; And Josias begat Jechonias and his brethren, about the time they were carried away to Babylon: And after they were brought to Babylon, Jechonias begat Salathiel; and Salathiel begat Zorobabel; And Zorobabel begat Abiud; and Abiud begat Eliakim; and Eliakim begat Azor; And Azor begat Sadoc; and Sadoc begat Achim; and Achim begat Eliud; And Eliud begat Eleazar; and Eleazar begat Matthan; and Matthan begat Jacob; And Jacob begat Joseph the husband of Mary, of whom was born Jesus, who is called Christ.


There are many fascinating facts that can be revealed by doing parallel study of the birth of Jesus as it appears in the books of Matthew and Luke. The story in Matthew is given from the perspective of the stepfather, Joseph. The story in Luke is given from the perspective of the mother, Mary. As we have already mentioned, for the father's perspective, you will need to go to John, chapter one. The story of the birth of Jesus actually begins on earth with the story of the birth of the forerunner, his second cousin, John the Baptist. Thus the gospel of Luke begins with the story of Zacharias and Elizabeth.

Luke 1:5

There was in the days of Herod, the king of Judea, a certain priest named Zacharias, of the course of Abia: and his wife was of the daughters of Aaron, and her name was Elizabeth.


Everything that God puts in His Holy Scriptures is there for a reason. Therefore, we need to take a moment to see the significance of the phrase in the middle of this verse, "of the course of Abia", or as it would read in the Hebrew, Abijah.

I Chronicles 24:1, 5, 10

Now these are the divisions of the sons of Aaron. The sons of Aaron; Nadab, and Abihu, Eleazar, and Ithamar.....Thus were they divided by lot, one sort with another; for the governors of the sanctuary, and governors of the house of God, were of the sons of Eleazar, and the sons of Ithamar.....The seventh to Hakkoz, the eighth to Abijah,


There are 24 divisions, or lots, among those that serve at the tabernacle. This is how the labor was divided up. The Jewish year is a lunar year, which means it is divided up into 12 lunar months. Thus each month, two divisions of priests would serve. Put another way, each priest would serve at the tabernacle for two weeks of each year. The year, according to the Bible, begins, not in January but in the spring, around the month of April. This month is called Abib. This means that the first two divisions of priests served in Abib. The seventh and eighth divisions would serve in fourth month, which would be around July. We wish to make note of this month for future reference as this is the time that Zacharias is serving in the temple and something very important happens to him.

Luke 1:9-12

According to the custom of the priest's office, his lot was to burn incense when he went into the temple of the Lord. And the whole multitude of the people were praying without at the time of incense. And there appeared unto him an angel of the Lord standing on the right side of the altar of incense. And when Zacharias saw him, he was troubled, and fear fell upon him.


We all know the rest of the story. The angel Gabriel reveals to Zacharias that his wife will conceive and have a baby who would go forth in the spirit and power of Elijah. Thus, when Zacharias goes home, his wife conceives John the Baptist in July or August. With this in mind, let's look at what happens six months later.

Luke 1:34-36

Then said Mary unto the angel, How shall this be, seeing I know not a man? And the angel answered and said unto her, The Holy Ghost shall come upon thee, and the power of the Highest shall overshadow thee: therefore also that holy thing which shall be born of thee shall be called the Son of God. And, behold, thy

cousin Elisabeth, she hath also conceived a son in her old age: and this is the sixth month with her, who was called barren.


Now the same angel Gabriel visits Mary with the news that now she will conceive the baby Jesus. Please take note that Gabriel sees fits to tell Mary, not only that her cousin Elizabeth is pregnant, but that she is six months pregnant. Thus, if Elizabeth conceives in the summer, then Mary would actually conceive six months later, which would be late December or early January around the first of our current Gentile year. 

Matthew 2:1-3

Now when Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judaea in the days of Herod the king, behold, there came wise men from the east to Jerusalem, Saying, Where is he that is born King of the Jews? for we have seen his star in the east, and are come to worship him. When Herod the king had heard these things, he was troubled, and all Jerusalem with him.


Now here is where a lot of people get in trouble, because they are looking at things from a Gentile perspective. It would take many months for the wise men of the east to put together a caravan and travel all the way from their land to Israel to find the king of the Jews. Please note that the reason that they are coming to Israel is because they know of the prophecy that a star would mark the begatting of this king. This prophecy is given in the Old Testament in....

Numbers 24:17

I shall see him, but not now: I shall behold him, but not nigh: there shall come a Star out of Jacob, and a Sceptre shall rise out of Israel, and shall smite the corners of Moab, and destroy all the children of Sheth.


From Genesis through Matthew 1, God makes it very clear that, to Him, life begins when a father begats a child. This is not a reference to a baby being born, as the father does not give birth to a baby. The mother does. When the father knows the mother in the biblical sense of the word (Genesis 4:1), a child is conceived.  This gives us insight into two important facts about these kings. First, they have a copy of the Old Testament. Secondly, they believe the Old Testament enough to make a massive and expensive caravan and take months to see this prophecy fulfilled, knowing that, if they begin when the star appears, or when the child is conceived, they have nine months to get to the child at the time He is born. There is only one type of person who would do such a thing at this point in history. Thus we know that these men are Jews, most likely descendants of those who were carried away to the east following the destruction of the temple in Jerusalem, such as Daniel and others in....

Daniel 2:48

Then the king made Daniel a great man, and gave him many great gifts, and made him ruler over the whole province of Babylon, and chief of the governors over all the wise men of Babylon.


There is another reason that these men understand that this is the time that such a star should appear. Again they would have been referring to the prophet Daniel and insight that God gave him in....

Daniel 9:25

Know therefore and understand, that from the going forth of the commandment to restore and to build Jerusalem unto the Messiah the Prince shall be seven weeks, and threescore and two weeks: the street shall be built again, and the wall, even in troublous times.


The commandment to restore Jerusalem was given by King Artaxerxes to Nehemiah. Anyone counting the years from that commandment would know that "seven weeks, and threescore and two weeks" or 483 years had passed since this commandment was given and the time was near for the Messiah to come. Thus we understand also why these wise men are looking for this star at this particular point in time. Notice also that, while their Bible has the book of Numbers, they have to ask where the baby was born. This means that their Bible does not contain this vital piece of information, which is found in....

Micah 5:2

But thou, Bethlehem Ephratah, though thou be little among the thousands of Judah, yet out of thee shall he come forth unto me that is to be ruler in Israel; whose goings forth have been from of old, from everlasting.


The book of Numbers was written by Moses around the time of the Exodus from Egypt, around 1500 BC. The book of Micah, however, was not written until Hezekiah was king of Judah (Micah 1:1). This was after the time that the ten northern tribes of Israel were taken into captivity. The Bible that would not contain Micah, because it was not written yet, would be the one that belonged to those who were taken into the Assyrian captivity. Thus we learn much more about who these wise men are. Think about it a minute. There is only one nationality of people who would travel hundreds of miles to worship a Jewish king. These wise men are Jews, just as the Jewish Daniel was a wise man in the court of king Nebuchanezzar.

Matthew 2:7-8 

Then Herod, when he had privily called the wise men, enquired of them diligently what time the star appeared. And he sent them to Bethlehem, and said, Go and search diligently for the young child; and when ye have found him, bring me word again, that I may come and worship him also. 


Notice very carefully the question that Herod puts to the wise men. He does not ask when the child was born. He merely asked when the star appeared. Keep in mind that, to the Jewish wise men, the star marks the beginning of the Incarnation, or the point at which the Messiah is conceived. Herod, on the other hand, is an unbeliever who served the Roman Caesar. Thus he follows the Gentile belief system. For this reason, when told that the star appeared nearly a year ago, he would consider the child he is looking for to be nearly a year old, not a newborn babe. This is another fact that will become very important as our story continues.

Matthew 2:9-12

When they had heard the king, they departed; and, lo, the star, which they saw in the east, went before them, till it came and stood over where the young child was. When they saw the star, they rejoiced with exceeding great joy. And when they were come into the house, they saw the young child with Mary his mother, and fell down, and worshipped him: and when they had opened their treasures, they presented unto him gifts; gold, and frankincense, and myrrh. And being warned of God in a dream that they should not return to Herod, they departed into their own country another way.


Here is another place where tradition gets in the way of the truth. Notice that the wise men find the child, not at the manger, but rather in a house. Needless to say, while the child was born in a manger, Joseph would immediately have found a house for them the next day. Since he was in the town of his family, this should be rather easy to accomplish although he was not able to achieve this goal on the first night of his arrival.

Matthew 2:16-18

Then Herod, when he saw that he was mocked of the wise men, was exceeding wroth, and sent forth, and slew all the children that were in Bethlehem, and in all the coasts thereof, from two years old and under, according to the time which he had diligently enquired of the wise men. Then was fulfilled that which was spoken by Jeremy the prophet, saying, In Rama was there a voice heard, lamentation, and weeping, and great mourning, Rachel weeping for her children, and would not be comforted, because they are not. If you look at a good Bible map of the time that Jesus lived, you will notice that Bethlehem is around five miles south of Jerusalem. On the other hand, the town of Rama is around five miles north of Jerusalem. Weeping for the children being killed happens, not just in Bethlehem, but in a circle that is roughly ten miles across with Jerusalem as its center. This ungodly bloodbath takes place to kill the baby Jesus, just as a similar bloodbath in Egypt took place to kill the baby Moses. What a godless man King Herod was! God is not slow in judging this vile man either, as we will soon see. However, because of God's intervention, the baby Jesus is long gone. Now keep in mind that Herod thinks the child is around a year old, so he commands his soldiers to kill all children from two years old down, just to be sure his troops do not allow any child near this age to escape. What a monster!

Matthew 2:13-14

And when they were departed, behold, the angel of the Lord appeareth to Joseph in a dream, saying, Arise, and take the young child and his mother, and flee into Egypt, and be thou there until I bring thee word: for Herod will seek the young child to destroy him. When he arose, he took the young child and his mother by night, and departed into Egypt:


Joseph is given a dream that warns him of Herod's impending plan. Thus he is able to escape into Egypt. To know how long this journey would take, we need to go once again to the Old Testament in....

Deuteronomy 1:2

(There are eleven days' journey from Horeb by the way of mount Sear unto Kadeshbarnea.)


Again going to our Bible map, we can see that the distance that this covers is just a little shorter than the distance from Bethlehem to Egypt. Since the mode of travel in Jesus' day was roughly the same as the mode of travel in Moses' day, we can safely say that the trip to Egypt would take around twelve days.  However, yet another tradition that runs contrary to the biblical facts, is the tradition that says Jesus stayed in Egypt for many years. Such is not the case because, our story has Jesus back in Jerusalem much quicker than that. To understand this, we must go back again to the writings of Moses in....

Leviticus 12:2-4

Speak unto the children of Israel, saying, If a woman have conceived seed, and born a man child: then she shall be unclean seven days; according to the days of the separation for her infirmity shall she be unclean. And in the eighth day the flesh of his foreskin shall be circumcised. And she shall then continue in the blood of her purifying three and thirty days; she shall touch no hallowed thing, nor come into the sanctuary, until the days of her purifying be fulfilled. 


First we need to note that the child is circumcised on the 8th day. If the trip to Egypt takes 12 days and Jesus is to be circumcised on the 8th day, then He must have been circumcised before they left for Egypt. When we add this to the 12 days of journeying, they would arrive at Egypt no earlier than 20 days after His birth. Also take careful note that, if a woman gives birth to a son, she is considered unclean for 7 days plus 33 days, or a total of 40 days. Then she is to bring her gift to the temple on the 40th day. Needless to say, God is faithful in all His promises, and He is also faithful in this one, as we see in....

Luke 2:22-24 

And when the days of her purification according to the law of Moses were accomplished, they brought him to Jerusalem, to present him to the Lord; (As it is written in the law of the Lord, Every male that openeth the womb shall be called holy to the Lord;) And to offer a sacrifice according to that which is said in the law of the Lord, A pair of turtledoves, or two young pigeons. 


This verse tells us something very important about when Jesus would arrive in Jerusalem after Herod's death. Remember that He had to be at least 20 days old when He entered Egypt, and yet He arrives back in Jerusalem on the 40th day after His birth. Allowing 12 days for the return trip, this means that the news of Herod's death must have reached Joseph no later than the 28th day after Jesus' birth. This means that Herod must have died within a few days of his command to kill the babies around Jerusalem. As I mentioned earlier, Herod's judgment was not long in coming for his vile deed. 


According to Luke, it is at Jerusalem, during the purification ceremony, that Simeon and Anna proclaim Jesus as the Lord's Christ. By then, the entire region would have been buzzing of the stories of the shepherds, wise men, and Herod's killing of the babies and his subsequent death. Then this announcement takes place, of all places, in the very temple in Jerusalem itself! Does God know how to get His point across or what! Now to finish the story of our Lord's birth, we need to return once again to Matthew, as Joseph learns in Jerusalem, of the new king on the throne and the new danger to his family.

Matthew 2:22-23

but when he heard that Archelaus did reign in Judea in the room of his father Herod, he was afraid to go thither: notwithstanding, being warned of God in a dream, he turned aside into the parts of Galilee: And he came and dwelt in a city called Nazareth: that it might be fulfilled which was spoken by the prophets, he shall be called a Nazarene.


Joseph learns, while in Jerusalem, that there is now a new king on the throne, thus he is faced with a very serious problem. For all that anyone knew at this point, the baby that Herod feared had been killed in the bloodbath around Jerusalem. However, now it has been publicly announced that the baby is still alive, and it has been announced at the temple in Jerusalem itself! Although Herod the Great is now dead, the danger is still present with Herod's son on the throne. Therefore God warns Joseph again and he decides to return, not to Bethlehem, but to his home in Nazareth for the safety of his family. Thus God puts in place the facts necessary to fulfill all the details that had been given centuries before concerning the many prophecies about the birth of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ!

 

THE TWO KINGDOMS

SUMMARY

 Ephesians 6:13-17

Wherefore take unto you the whole armour of God, that ye may be able to withstand in the evil day, and having done all, to stand. Stand therefore, having your loins girt about with truth, and having on the breastplate of righteousness; and your feet shod with the preparation of peace; above all, taking the shield of faith, wherewith ye shall be able to quench all the fiery darts of the wicked. And take the helmet of salvation, and the sword of the spirit, which is the word of God.

When the Apostle Paul was describing our spiritual armor in this passage, he said that our sword is the word of God. The word of God is our major weapon against satan, the enemy of your soul. You see how Jesus used his sword in the story of the temptation of Jesus in the wilderness in....

Luke 4:3-4

and the devil said unto him, if thou be the son of God, command this stone that it be made bread. And Jesus answered him, saying, it is written, that man shall not live by bread alone, but by every word of God.

"It is written", this is how Jesus responded to Satan's attack, and it is still the best way for us to respond to him today. The average Christian, however, has not studied enough of the Bible to know what is written. This is especially true concerning the Old Testament. While we are truly a New Testament church, if we do not study the Old Testament, then we have left off over one half of God's word and, in the words of an early saint of God, "a half of a sword is a sorry sword indeed!".  

All of Jesus' teachings were quoted directly from the Old Testament. The same is true for the teachings of the apostles, and all other New Testament writers. Many New Testament doctrines are misunderstood simply because we don't go back and study the references given concerning them in the Old Testament. The entire last book of the New Testament, Revelation, cannot begin to be understood without the scriptures it refers back to in the Old Testament. One of the greatest problems facing the church today is our lack of a thorough grounding in the teachings of the first half of the word of God.

God divided the Old Testament into six very distinct time periods. These periods are marked off by seven events that were each accomplished by the sovereign will of God. These events are the creation of the world, the flood of Noah, the exodus of Israel, the building of the temple in Jerusalem, the destruction of the temple, the proclamation of Cyrus, and the coming of the Messiah. These events were so important to God that he gives the day, month, and year in which all of these events, save one, occurred. However very few Christians, including a lot of Bible teachers, could not tell you what any of these dates are. This is one of the major reasons that the body of Christ is in such sad shape today! For the purposes of this study we have used the year of Jesus' birth as it is given in the Christian calendar, AD 1. The term AD is a latin term, Anno Domini, and it means the year ofthe Lord and is itself taken from the words of Jesus himself in....

Luke 4:16-21

And he came to Nazareth, where he had been brought: as his custom was, he went into the synagogue on the sabbath day, and stood up for to read. And there was delivered unto him the book of the prophet Isaiah. And when he had opened the book, he found the place where it was written, The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he hath anointed me to preach the gospel to the poor; he hath sent me to heal the broken-hearted, to preach deliverance to the captives, and recovering of sight to the blind, to set at liberty them that are bruised, to preach the acceptable year of the Lord. And he closed the book, and gave it again to the minister and sat down. And the eyes of all them that were in the synagogue were fastened on him. And he began to say unto them, This day is this Scripture fulfilled in your ears.

Since the time of the creation of the Christian calendar, many scholars have come up with several different dates for the birth of Christ, that run anywhere from 2 BC to 12 BC or earlier. However for this study we will use the date as originally given to make the BC dates relate in the literal sense of the word. For instance, the year of His birth is actually as it was given, thus making 7 years before His birth 7 BC, which literally means 7 years Before Christ. Thus is you prefer an earlier date for Jesus' birth, say 4 BC, you only need to add 4 to the date I will give making it 11 BC. In this way, you may adapt the BC years to whatever birth date you prefer.

The years of the Old Testament events are given clearly in the Bible if you use the original Hebrew texts. Thus the Hebrew Massoretic text, as it is commonly found in the Authorized King James Bible will be the source for this study. Using the years thus given, the dates around which this study has been built are as follows:


EVENT


      DATE


   TIME

the creation of the universe 
Abib 1, 4000 BC

the seed of the woman 





1,656 years

the flood of Noah 

Zif 17, 2344 BC

the sons of Noah 





    857 years

the exodus of Israel 

Abib 14, 1487 BC

the judges of Israel 





    479 years

the building of the temple 

Zif 2, 1008 BC

the kings of Israel 





    426 years

the destruction of the temple 
Tammuz 9, 582 BC

the captivity of Israel 





      70 years

the proclamation of Cyrus 

Ethanim 1, 512 BC

the times of the Gentiles 





      512 years

the Messiah cometh 

        AD 1

To summarize, God's first great event in history is called the creation. The story of the creation begins in....

Genesis 1:1

In the beginning, God created the heaven and the earth.

To determine just when the creation began, we need to drop down a few verses to the first reference in the scriptures to time as we know it.

Genesis 1:5

And God called the light day, and the darkness He called night. And the evening and the morning were the first day.

The event called the creation started on the first day of all of history. The Bible uses only numbers for the days and months until the time of Moses, when the months are given names. Before that time, God simply numbered the months, as we will see in more detail later on. Therefore the creation began on the first day of the first month of all time. God gives us the name of the first month using two verses. The first verse is....

Leviticus 23:5

In the fourteenth day of the first month at even is the LORD's passover.

The first month is the month in which God directed the Jews to celebrate the passover. God gives us the name of this month in....

Deuteronomy 16:1

Observe the month of Abib, and keep the passover unto the LORD thy God: for in the month of Abib the LORD thy God brought thee forth out of Egypt by night.

With this information, we now know that the creation of the universe began on the first day of the month of Abib. On the Christian calendar, the month of Abib falls in the spring around the month of March and April. God began his creation in the spring, a most appropriate time of year, don't you think!  God's second great event is the flood of Noah. The flood occurs 1,656 years after the creation, and the date for the flood is given in....

Genesis 7:11

In the six hundredth year of Noah's life, in the second month, the seventeenth day of the month, the same day were all the fountains of the deep broken up, and the windows of heaven were opened.

Please notice the precision with which God gives the date of this event. Why would He take so much time to give the exact day of the flood? To build up our faith, that's why! Also notice, as we mentioned earlier, that the months are numbered at this point in time, and are not given names yet. The name of the second month is given in....

I Kings 6:1

And it came to pass in the four hundred and eightieth year after the children of Israel were come out of the land of Egypt, in the fourth year of Solomon's reign over Israel, in the month Zif, which is the second month, that he began to build the house of the LORD.

The name of the second month is Zif. Therefore God's second great event, the flood of Noah, began on the 17th day of Zif.  God's third great event was so earth-shattering that the second book of the Bible is named after it. The exodus of Israel from Egypt began to take place only after God passed through Egypt one night and killed the firstborn of every unbelieving household in the land. On this selfsame night, God instituted the passover ceremony to protect His followers and their firstborn. The date of this event, as we have already seen, is....

Leviticus 23:5

In the fourteenth day of the first month is the LORD's passover.

We already know that Abib is the first month of the year, therefore the exodus of Israel took place on the 14th day of Abib. God's fourth great event is the building of the temple in Jerusalem. The date that the temple was begun is given in....

II Chronicles 3:1-2

Then Solomon began to build the house of the LORD at Jerusalem in Mount Moriah, where the LORD appeared unto David his father, in the place where David had prepared in the threshing floor of Onan the Jebusite. And he began to build in the second day of the second month, in the fourth year of his reign.

Since we already know that the second month is Zif, then the temple construction began on the second day of Zif. The fifth great event on God's Old Testament timetable is the saddest of them all. God's people had turned away from Him untile finally, being a just God, He had to let His judgment fall on the people of Israel. The details of this sad chain of events is documented in no less than four books of the Bible. These books are II Kings, II Chronicles, Jeremiah, and Lamentations. One of the best passages to summarize this event is given in....

Lamentations 3:48

Mine eye runneth down with rivers of water for the destruction of the daughter of my people.

This event was so overwhelming that it came to be known simply as the destruction. God did not want us to forget this day, so he gave the date in three different passages of scripture. One of these is....

Jeremiah 39:2

And in the eleventh year of Zedekiah, in the fourth month, the ninth day of the month, the city was broken up.

The name of the fourth month of the ancient Jewish calendar is Tammuz. Therefore the destruction of Jerusalem and the temple occurred on the 9th day of Tammuz.  The destruction of the temple in Jerusalem stopped the Old Testament sacrifice system as set down by God through Moses. The sixth event in God's Old Testament schedule allowed these sacrifices to begin again. This event is described in....

Ezra 1:1-2

Now in the first year of Cyrus king of Persia, that the word of the LORD by the mouth of Jeremiah might be fulfilled, the LORD stirred up the spirit of Cyrus king of Persia, that he made a proclamation throughout all his kingdom, and put it in writing saying, thus saith Cyrus king of Persia, the LORD God of heaven hath given me all the kingdoms of the earth; and He hath charged me to build Him an house at Jerusalem, which is in Judah.

The day that God, through the Persian king Cyrus, allowed the levitical sacrifice system to begin again is given in....

Ezra 3:6

From the first day of the seventh month began they to offer burnt offerings unto the LORD, but the foundation of the temple of the LORD was not yet laid.

The name of the seventh month is given in....

I Kings 8:2

And all the men of Israel assembled themselves unto King Solomon at the feast in the month Ethanim, which is the seventh month.

Therefore the day that God re-instituted the sacrifices by means of the proclamation of Cyrus was the first day of Ethanim. God's seventh event, the event that would close of the Old Testament period of history, was indeed the most important event of all time. This event is described in....

Daniel 9:25

Know therefore and understand, that from the going forth of the commandment to build Jerusalem unto the Messiah the Prince shall be seven weeks, and threescore and two weeks; the street shall be built again, and the wall, even in troublous times.

While God does not tell us the exact day of the Messiah's birth, we are fairly sure that it is not December 25. However we do know who the Messiah is. He is Jesus Christ of Nazareth, and all the prophecies of the Old Testament point to Him as we are told in....

Revelation 19:10

And I fell at his feet to worship him. And he said unto me, see thou do it not: I am thy fellow-servant, and of thy brethren that have the testimony of Jesus: Worship God: for the testimony of Jesus is the Spirit of prophecy.

Now that we have gone over the dates for God's seven great events of the Old Testament, we need to go back and connect the dates. The periods of time that span these events are very carefully counted out year by year in the Bible. God, in His infinite wisdom, had the Old Testament writers document all of the years from the creation of the universe to the coming of the Messiah, Jesus Christ. The first of these periods begins at the creation and ends at the flood. The best name to describe this period appears in one of the most important of all Old Testament passages found in....

Genesis 3:15

And I will put enmity between thee and the woman, and between thy seed and her seed; it shall bruise they head, and thou shalt bruise His heel.

The seed is a term that refers to the line of humanity that begins with Adam and ends with Jesus. The word seed specifically points to Jesus himself in most scriptural references. However in some cases it can refer to the ancestors of Jesus also, as we see in....

Genesis 4:25

And Adam knew his wife again; and she bare a son, and called his name Seth; for God, said she, hath appointed me another seed instead of Abel, whom Cain slew.

The period of time that we call the seed can be counted out by years in Genesis chapters 5 and 7. There is a total of 1,656 years from the creation of the universe to the flood of Noah. The name we will give the second Old Testament period is given in....

Genesis 10:1

Now these are the generations of the sons of Noah; Shem, Ham, and Japhet: and unto them were sons born after the flood.

This period tells the stories of first the sons of Noah, and second the sons of Abraham. The years of the period we call the sons are counted in the books of Genesis and Exodus and total 857 years from the flood to the Exodus. The third period we will give the same name as the seventh book of the Bible. The judges period began with Moses, the first judge of Israel, and ends with the first three kings of Israel, the first two of which were anointed by Samuel, the last judge of Israel. The total years of this period are given in....

I Kings 6:1

And it came to pass in the four hundred and eightieth year after the children of Israel were come out of the land of Egypt, in the fourth year of Solomon's reign over Israel, in the month Zif, which is the second month, that he began to build the house of the LORD.

If the construction of the temple began at the first of the 380th year after the exodus, then 479 years passed between the exodus and the temple. This can also be determined by counting the years in the books of Judges through I Kings.  Our fourth Old Testament period has the same name as the twelfth book of the Bible. The kings period covers the years extending from the building of the temple to its destruction. By counting the years in I and II Kings, you will discover that this period covers 426 years.  The fifth Old Testament period is named in....

Nehemiah 1:1-2

The words of Nehemiah the son of Hachaliah, and it came to pass in the month Chisleu in the twentieth year, as I was in Shushan the palace, that Hanani, one of my brethren, came, he and certain men of Judah; and I asked them concerning the jews that had escaped, which were left of the captivity, and concerning Jerusalem.

The number of the years from the destruction of the temple unto the proclamation of Cyrus, king of Persia, which is commonly called the captivity, is given in....

II Chronicles 36:21

To fulfill the word of the LORD by the mouth of Jeremiah, until the land had enjoyed her sabbaths: for as long as she lay desolate she kept sabbath, to fulfill threescore and ten years.

Threescore and ten equal seventy. This verse shows us that it was seventy years during the captivity period.  The name that best describes the final Old Testament period is given in....

Isaiah 60:3

And the gentiles shall come to thy light, and kings to the brightness of thy rising.

Although the nation Israel was allowed to return to their homeland under the proclamation of Cyrus, it was never again a sovereign nation, but would continue to be ruled by successive Gentile kingdoms, as revealed in Daniel 2. Thus the best name for this period would be the Gentiles. Daniel was later given a vision that revealed the number of years that would climax the Old Testament period of time with the birth of the Messiah. Using the figures given in the books of Daniel, Ezra, and Nehemiah; you can compute the total of these years. There are 512 years from the proclamation of Cyrus to the birth of the Messiah. This concludes the computation of the years of the entire Old Testament period.

The facts we have presented thus far are all fascinating, but if we are able to relate these dates to our current calendar years, we discover facts that are nothing less than astounding. To do this we need a reference point in time from which to begin these calculations. Thanks to the massive works of earlier Christian historians, we have such a date to work with. While we do not know the day of Jesus' birth, the Christian calendar sets the year of Jesus' birth at AD 1. Using this year as an anchor, we can do some very interesting computations.

If the birth of Jesus Christ if set at AD 1, and the period of the Gentiles covers 512 years, then the proclamation of Cyrus was carried out on Ethanim 1, 512 BC. The captivity period lasted 70 years, so the destruction of the temple took place on Tammuz 9, 582 BC. The kings ruled for 426 years so the building of the temple began on Zif 2, 1008 BC. The judges led Israel for 479 years, thus the exodus took place on Abib 14, 1487 BC. The period called the sons covered 857 years, so the flood of Noah began on Zif 17, 2344 BC. Finally the first Old Testament period, which we have called the seed, covered 1,656 years. This means that the creation of the universe began on Abib 1, 4000 BC. Then entire Old Testament period lasted from 4000 BC to AD 1, a period of exactly 4,000 years from the creation to the Messiah.

Since the time that the Christian calendar was begun, many different scholars have changed the date of Jesus' birth anywhere from two to twelve years, that I know of. If you feel that one of the later discovered dates for Jesus' birth is more correct, this should not prove a problem when dealing with these figures. If you feel Jesus was born on 4 BC, for instance, just add 4 years to all of the above dates, and you will have the corresponding dates, while not affecting the total calculations in the least. Of course this will only work if you believe that what the Bible says in these areas is true.

Yes, you read it right the first time. Our physical universe was created only 4,000 years before the birth of Jesus Christ. This means that the known universe is only about 6,000 years old today. It is not 5 or 6 billion years old as the current theory of evolution teaches. While I do not have time to go into all the details now, I have worked closely for many years with the Institute for Creation Research in El Cajon, California, and there are thousands of scientists who are deserting this theory because of the amount of scientific evidence that contradicts evolutionary teaching.

At the present time, many scientists are raising serious questions in the area of radiometric dating systems that give the ancient dates necessary for the evolution theory to even have a chance of possibility. I am personally convinced that the entire system of neo-darwinian evolution will be overthrown in time. I say this in spite of my own evolutionary teaching received in the public school system here in America. I also say it in spite of the fact that I believed the theory myself for many years. I rest my belief in this area on one fact and one fact only. I believe that our earth is only 6,000 years old simply because God's word says so. That totally settles the matter for me.

There is one more thing that I need to address before we leave the first part of this study. We must learn more of the Old Testament for one very important reason. The Old Testament reveals to us the one man, out of all the people who have ever walked the earth, whom every man must know in order to be saved from their sins, and thus gain access to eternity with God. The Old Testament tells us of the God of heaven who is not only powerful enough to accomplish all the wonders of the Bible, but all-knowing enough to give us not only the years, but also the month, and the day when each of these wonders took place. Now that's the kind of God that is worthy of worship! As the Apostle Paul puts it....

Colossians 2:9

For in him dwelleth all the fulness of the Godhead bodily.

He is the Lord of the creation. He is the seed of the woman. He is the master of the flood, and the only-begotten son. He is the I AM of the exodus, and the righteous judge of the earth. He is the glory of the temple, and the king of kings. He will finally bring about the destruction of the wicked and end the captivity of the righteous. He brings the proclamation of salvation to the Gentiles. He is the Messiah. His name is Jesus Christ of Nazareth, and that's what the Old Testament is all about!

 

